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Hello, my Beloved VELC Community!  

As we enter the holy season of Advent, I thought it would be good to reflect on the meaning of this     
beautiful time that more and more has come to be neglected in many places. As we enter Advent, it is worthwhile 
to pause and consider the importance of this time of preparation and watchful waiting. Too often, the season of 
Advent is overshadowed by the "holiday season" as we move too quickly into celebrating Christmas. By the time 
that the actual majesty of Christmas arrives, many of us are burned out. We are already tired of all the "Christmas 
hype." Christmas has become anticlimactic.  

The word Advent comes from the Latin for "coming" or "arrival". What is the arrival we are awaiting? The 
season of Advent has a twofold character: It is a time of preparation for Christmas when the first coming of God's 
Son is recalled and also a time when we look to the future day when Christ will return in Glory. Together we both 
anticipate the celebration of God’s coming in the form of the Christ child and the final coming of Christ in the time 
to come. It is thus a season of joyful and spiritual expectation. 

This is a season of joyful hope, a time of preparation and waiting. This season is not just about preparing 
for the birth of Christ at Christmas, but for the Christ who is continually being born in our midst and transforming 
the church ever more into his body in the world. In the late autumn of the year, as the world darkens, the church 
is called to gather and quietly wait in hope for the coming of Christ, the Light of the World. 

I am reminded of a song by Marty Haugen: "For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is     
in you." Is our hope really in Christ? Have we really allowed ourselves to wait in silence and ponder the great  
mystery of salvation? Have we been changed by our reflection on this mystery so that we live differently as our 
relationship with the risen Christ deepens? In the darkness, we watch for the coming Lord. We must not let our 
busyness distract us from that. Advent calls us to be attentive to our preparations for the final day and attentive 
to the quality of our life in union with Christ.  

Our Worship in Advent is intended to focus our attention on these realities and to guide our preparation 
for Christ's coming. The theme for the first Sunday of Advent calls us to be spiritually attentive and to put our 
Hope in God as modeled by Daniel and many other prophets of our faith. On the second Sunday of Advent, Joel 
will remind us of God’s steadfast Love. The third Sunday, or Gaudete Sunday (Joy Sunday), Isaiah reminds us of 
the Joy that God takes in creation and the joy available to us every day. On the final Sunday, we hear the gospel 
stories that immediately precede Christ's birth and the Peace that He will bring into the world! 

 During these four weeks, we prepare for the Light, which comes into the world, both in Christ's birth,   
and as we await his final return in glory. As we renew our sense of the importance of waiting, I encourage us all to 
remain faithful to the celebration of the four weeks of Advent. As I mentioned earlier, it is so easy to be consumed 
by the hype of the "holiday season": to decorate our churches and houses for Christmas, to spend more time 
shopping than in prayer, and to host Christmas parties before the season has arrived. I know it is an enormous 
challenge to remain faithful to the Advent season when we are surrounded by a society that, while claiming to be 
Christian, does not take the time to reflect and prepare as the church calls us to do.  

Here at VELC, we must celebrate Advent differently. If we were to skip the Advent season or any other 
season, we would risk diminishing our witness to a world desperately in need of reminding to: SLOW DOWN. We 
are blessed to have a church that has provided us with seasons to bear witness to the great mysteries of our faith. 
As Christians, these celebrations and our observance of time helps us witness the truth and beauty of the risen 
Christ.  

This Advent, I call on all of you to strive to enter into the spirit of the season. As we move forward, I 
strongly encourage you all to celebrate the four weeks of Advent with rich prayer and reflection. We must       
practice and model what we preach in order to instill the rich traditions of our faith in young and old alike. The 
season of Advent refocuses us and reminds us that Christ has changed the world. Darkness has covered this   
hemisphere, and the world itself is quiet. Because we know that Christ reigns over all of creation, we strain in    
the darkness to see the light of Christ, our coming King. May our observance of this season renew us and be an 
example of patience, silence, and joy to our hurried and anxious society.  

 

Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace to you all, Pastor John 



               Important information about the Advent Study.  
We will start our 4 week Advent Study on Sunday November 27th after    

Worship in Shepherd Hall.  The same study will be offered on Thursday’s as 
well. The first Thursday Study will be on Thursday, December 1st at 10:30am 
in the fire place lounge. There will not be virtual option for this study.  
 
 
This study will focus on the book:  

“The Heart That Grew 3 Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch”. 
 
The book can be purchased here:  

https://www.amazon.com/Heart-That-Grew-Three-Sizes/dp/1791017320  $11.39 

If you need any assistance purchasing the book, please speak to Pastor John                            
or Shari Higgins in the Office. 

                                     OUR CORE VALUES 

† Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship  † Mission Focus  † Faith Formation 

Thank you to everyone who brought hats and mittens for our        
mission to keep others hands and heads warm in our community.  

Barb Jerich & Deb Fredlund 

On November 6th we celebrated 135 years of Vernon Evangelical           
Lutheran Church. We had 150-160 people come to the event. What a 
great variety of food. Hope do have another Sunday pot luck in the        
future. Just because.  
Thank you, Ann, Carol, Sue, Kimberly, Heather, Denise, Mike, Penny,     
Stephanie, Ruth, Annette and Shari. 

 The Youth Ministry is in need of cut-out cookies to                      
decorate for our annual cookie sale.  

We will be decorating cookies on Thursday, December 1st              
at 5pm until we are done.  

Our sale will be on Sunday, December 4th                                          
before and after worship. 

https://www.amazon.com/Heart-That-Grew-Three-Sizes/dp/1791017320


Visit our website for more information @ www.vernon-elca.org  

Our Mission of the Month  
for January is The Mukwonago Food Pantry 

Our local food pantry serves many needs for our area such as services and programs, and    

resource center.  These needs are always changing as situations change. They have now 

adapted to meet the nutritional needs of their clients by offering online orders and more     

delivery services for the homebound.  Please continue to support this growing need. 

We will be collecting items for the Mukwonago Food Pantry in January.  Collection will begin 

on Sunday January 1st thru Sunday January 29th.  The following items are suggested: Top Food 

Items:  Canned Fruit/Veggies, Egg Noodles/Soup/Stew, Canned Meat/Beans, Baking Items,  

Cereal (Hot & Cold). 

Top Non-Food Items: Laundry Soap/Dish Soap, Toothpaste/

Toothbrushes, Toilet Paper/Paper Towels,   

Shampoo/conditioner/Body Soap, Deodorant, Female Hygiene     

Products, Depends, Pet Food. 

Please drop off items in the Narthex on designated table or in          

container provided. 

The Missions Team thanks you very much in helping this important local mission.   

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to remember a special day in your life. You 

can also donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one. Cut or potted flowers/plants can be ordered 

from any local  florist/greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden. (No artificial flowers please with 

the exception of  donations from weddings or funerals.) You can bring them to church yourself or have them 

delivered.  Please contact the church office for delivery.  December dates: 11th & the 18th. 

https://www.vernon-elca.org


 

 

 

Preheat oven to 475ᵒF.  Place a large pan (large enough to fit 9” spring form pan) filled         

with   ½ inch of water in the oven. 

Line bottom of 9” spring form pan with parchment paper.  Wrap large piece of foil around    

the bottom of the pan. 

CRUST: 

1 ½ cup graham cracker crumbs (GF OK) 

¼ tsp. ground cinnamon 

1/3 cup melted butter or margarine 

Mix graham cracker crumbs, cinnamon and melted butter.  Press crust into bottom and         

half way up prepared 9” spring form pan.  Freeze until filling is prepared 

FILLING: 

4 (8 oz.) packages cream cheese, softened 

1 ¼ cup sugar 

½ cup sour cream 

2 tsp. vanilla 

5 large eggs 

Use an electric mixer to mix cream cheese, sugar, sour cream and vanilla.  Blend until smooth 

and creamy.  Scrape down sides of bowl.  Wisk eggs in a bowl;  add to cream cheese mixture.  

Blend just until eggs are incorporated. 

Remove crust from freezer and pour in filling.  Carefully place cheesecake into pre-heated    

water bath.  Bake for 12 minutes; turn oven to 350ᵒF and bake until top of cheesecake turns 

golden, 50 to 60 minutes.  Remove cake to wire rck to cool. 

Cover and refrigerate at least 4 hours.   ENJOY!! 

 

Our Pie Tasting Winner 

Original Cheesecake   

From the kitchen Kerry Wegner  

Kerry     
 Wegner  



**OUR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
Tuesday, December 13th, 2022   By the fireplace lounge.

Treasurer’s Report for October 2022 

 October 2022 
 Income     $19,728.35 
 Expense   $13,104.83 
 Positive  $  6,623.52    
 
Debby Plehn 
Treasurer / Vernon Lutheran Church   

Don’t forget online giving 
 from our website at  

www.Vernon-elca.org 
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Year to Date 2022 
Income  $189,946.36 
Expense $161,889.54 
Positive $   28,056.82 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod Designated Gift for October was selected by   

Ann Galinsky. VELC donated $493 to the Mt. Meru Coffee Project.  

http://www.Vernon-elca.org


John & Andrea Anderson—In Memory of Mary Erickson 
 
Debby Plehn—In Memory of Loren & Frances Plehn 
  
Kathy Halberg—In memory of Lee Halberg 
 
Giuliani / Carlson Family—In Memory of Beverly & Raymond       

Giuliani,  Beverly & Peter Schmidt, Melissa & Sue Giuliani,    
Gloria Mizgala, & Gertrude Nedset and Brielle Beres & Barbara 
Schmidt 

 
Ken & Gail Davis—For their Children & Grand Children 
 
Penny Grant—In Memory of Clayton Grant Sr. &  Don & Kathy Leaf 
 
Don & Karen Halt—In Memory of Richard & Dorthy Reinhardt         

& Ralph & Madeline Halt 
 
Bev Karweik—In Memory of Richard Karweik 
 
Ann Morrow 
 
Taylor Peterson—In Honor of Mom & Aunt Dawn 
 
Mark & Davina Weber & Dave & Jackie Tuler—In Memory of       

Darlene (Cookie) Harske & Theresa Kupiecki 
 
Laura Pilon—In Memory of Steve Biedermann 
 
Janet Kaucic—In Memory of her mother 
 
Deb Fredlund—In Memory of my Love Pete 

Thank you to all the families who donated the 

poinsettia plants that adorn the sanctuary. 



The 2022 Red Kettle Campaign is going to start soon. If you want to ring bells for The       

Salvation Army at the Mukwonago Pick N Save or Walmart, please contact Shari Higgins.    

The confirmation class will be ringing at Pick N Save in Mukwonago on December 19th           

4-6pm. Stop by and say Hi. 

Special Thank you to Delores Broadway. She has been ringing bells for Vernon for 4 years. 

Ring Bells 
for the                   

Salvation 
Army 

      OUR CORE VALUES 

† Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship  † Mission Focus  † Faith Formation 

Christmas is a time for giving. 
I can help!! 
At the recent Meru Partnership Committee meeting it was shared that the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod has sent over $86,000 to the Diocese of Meru for the hunger crisis relief.  But the need 
continues.  If this is something that touches you, please visit the Greater Milwaukee Synod 
website to see how to contribute to our friends in the diocese who are struggling to find food. 
Or you can make out a check to “Greater Milwaukee Synod” and give it to me and I will give 
you a receipt and take care of getting the check to the synod office. 
 
And don’t forget Hope Seed Initiative, the former Goat Project.  If you would like to purchase a 
goat in honor of someone make the check $150 check out to the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  I 
will give you a receipt and see that your check gets to the synod office. 
 
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project has their annual “Christmas Sampler” of  different coffee flavors 
available for your purchase for $18. The Winter Blend is 100% Arabica coffee beans, enhanced 
with the rich flavors of cinnamon, nutmeg, and vanilla, with a hint of chocolate and other     
selected spices.  Available to order for $15 per 12 oz. bag.  
 
Please remember that you are helping our farmer growers when you purchase our coffee.   
Please have your Christmas coffee order to me by Sunday, December 12. 
                                                          Asante sana – Sue Johnson  

Just a friendly reminder: 

We are still collecting all your used ink cartridges and          

recycling them. The money that we receive goes into the 

building maintenance fund  of Vernon.  Please put the      

cartridges in the bottom blue bin across from the office.                            

   Thank you! 



Quilting 
We use lots & lots of sheets, blankets, drapes and curtains to make our quilts. Any material we will use. If 
you have some of these items you don't need anymore please bring them in to us. We will give them a new 
home by recycling and reusing the material. We LOVE all your  donations you bring us.  
 

Thank you. Come join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from 9am-noon.  
Reminder: Bring your lunch on December 13th for some great fellowship. 

 

GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

On Sunday, November 13, 2022, Cindy Halverson, the Wisconsin Gift Planner for the ELCA Foundation            
presented a workshop on estate planning for the VELC congregation. Cindy’s presentation was filled with   
helpful information, tax-wise giving tips and resources for responsible estate planning. While we do plan to 
have Cindy return for future estate planning workshops, the Trust Ministry Team wanted you to have access  
to some of the information she shared.  

https://foundation.elca.org/personal-estate-planning-kit 

https://foundation.elca.org/give-from-your-ira   

https://foundation.elca.org 

 
The first link takes you to a newly developed Personal Estate Planning Kit. It currently is available online and 
can be downloaded for your use. It will be available soon in hard copy and can be sent to you at your request.  

If you have any questions for Cindy, please feel free to reach out to her at Cynthia.halverson@elca.org or 
414.544.2008. Members of the Trust Ministry Team are also available if you have specific questions regarding 
VELC’s endowment fund.  

Join our prayer Warrior Team... 
Everyone has a reason to ask for prayers. Please send prayer requests by email to  office@vernon-elca.org   
or call the office at 262-363-7131. After office hours you can call Shari at 262-547-7872.  
 
For pastoral care emergencies call Pastor John at 262-748-5055. 
 
If you’d like to join our prayer team, please contact the office and we will  add you to our prayer list.  When 
prayers come in (almost daily) you will be e-mailed and ask to join our dedicated team of prayer warriors in 
lifting up  prayers!   
 
Please write Pastor John’s and Shari's phone numbers down or add them to your phone so you always have 
them. 

https://foundation.elca.org/personal-estate-planning-kit
https://foundation.elca.org/give-from-your-ira
https://foundation.elca.org
mailto:Cynthia.halverson@elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


All youth events use the sign-up genius links. This link will not change.  
        https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4A72FABFFC43-youth1 

Any questions please contact Shari, Brittany or Pastor John 
You can always sign up with Shari. 

     Calendar of Events for December 2022   

We will be decorating cookies on Thursday, December 

1st starting at 5pm till completed. 

Join us to walk in the Midnight Magic parade on Saturday, December 3rd @ 2:30pm 

Parade starts at 3pm line up at Indianhead Park & ends at Park View Middle School. 

Important News for the Confirmation Class 
Confirmation is on Monday nights from 5:30pm-7:30pm.  

If you have any question, please see Shari or Pastor John 

Ring Bells 
for the                   

Salvation 

The 2022 Red Kettle Campaign has started. If you want to ring bells for The     

Salvation Army at the Mukwonago Pick N Save or Walmart, please contact Shari. 

I would love to ring bells with anyone who want to ring bells. 

You can also go on line and sign up at https://www.registertoring.com  

The confirmation class will be ringing at Pick N Save in Mukwonago on               

December 19th 2-4pm. Stop by and say Hi. 

Sunday, December 18th 

Please sign up to Acolyte, greet, usher or help with the tech booth. 



          The Holiday Season is Coming… 

Please check you calendars. We are looking for 

Volunteers to help with Worship on Christmas 

Eve December 24 @ 1pm & 3pm services and 

Christmas Day at 9:15am service. 

Worship Assistant, Ushers,  
Communion Assistance 

 
The sign-up sheet is in the “Narthex at The 
What’s Happening Wall” 

     The Sunday 

School Christmas 

program will be  

December 18th 

during worship. 

 

Our wonderful Christmas program will be     

on December 18th. A message to all the kids 

who would like to participate in the Christmas 

program. Please attend Sunday School so you 

can learn your parts. 

Reminder NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on December 

25th or January 1st. 

Any questions please see Mrs. Kay 

GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

Thankyou to all of you who stepped up and helped do the     

Community Turkey dinner. Your faithfulness in serving God, VELC and    

our community has been a shining light for all to server others. 

This is VERY short because words can't say what I feel. Love for God      
and my friends at Vernon means the world to me. God's blessings on    

you all.  Jackie 

Congratulations to the 

Mukwonago Football Team 

Great Season! 



Activities planned for December 
 

Thursday, December 1st—10:30am  Crafts! Join us! We will be making treats for the holidays. 

Please sign up. All supplies are included. 

 

Saturday, December 3rd—Midnight Magic all day in Mukwonago. 3pm Parade 

 

Tuesday, December 6th—Time and movie to be determined                                                                                              

  Join us at the Marcus Ridge Cinema for a $5 movie in New Berlin.  

 

Sunday, December 11th—Blood Pressure Screening after Worship 

 

Tuesday, December 13th— 9:00-Noon Join us for a morning of quilting and fellowship. Bring a 

lunch and join us in fellowship. 

 

Wednesday, December 14th—Drop off Cookies today for our friends at home.  

 

Thursday, December 15th— Deliver cookies to our friends at home. 

 

Sunday, December 18th—Christmas Program 

 

Tuesday, December 20th—Time and movie to be determined                                                                                              

  Join us at the Marcus Ridge Cinema for a $5 movie in New Berlin.  

 

Saturday, December 24th—Christmas Eve Services 1pm & 3pm 

 

Sunday, December 25th—Christmas Day Service 

 

Tuesday, December 27th—Quilters. Join us in the quilting room.  

 

Wednesday, December 28th—11:30am Lunch Bunch will be meeting at                                               

David Alan Alan in Mukwonago. Sign–up @ the activities board. 

 

 

 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/

