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Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church Committee
News and Events for September 2022
Happy Birthday
to all

September Birthdays

Visit our website for more information @ www.vernon-elca.org

Hello, my Beloved Vernon Community!
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians
1:3-6
Wow! It is hard to believe that September will mark 2 years with all of you! My family and I have been (and continue to
be) SO BLESSED by all of you! I am so excited to see what this next year will bring!
I truly believe that God is on the move here at Vernon (and was long before I came along)! We have had a WONDERFUL
summer of Worship and community events!
-Our “Acts of Vernon Storytellers” this summer were a great reminder of how God has been moving in and through
VELC for generations!
-Our Worship team (Musicians, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Assisting Ministers, Tech Leaders, Altar Guild, Counter’s
and all another’s who serve on Sunday mornings) helped to create a space where we could safely Worship the God who
created us and learn what it is He is calling us to in this world. We also had a WONDERFUL “Christmas in July” complete
with Christmas cookies after Worship!
-Our Youth Mission trip and VELC’s VBS were times of great joy, learning, and Worship! Our youth give me such GREAT
HOPE for our future!
-A special thanks to all of our Sunday school leaders as well who were intentional about connecting with our children
once a month this summer! Most churches take the summer off! Our leaders value connection and made it a priority!
-Our hard working “Constitution Committee” is getting us ever closer to an updated Constitution for VELC!
-Our Property Team continues to care for our building in a multitude of ways while also dreaming/planning for what the
future could hold for our Church!
-Our Hospitality team provided AMAZING opportunities for fellowship throughout the summer as well as after Worship
each week!
-Our staff, our lay leaders, and ALL of our volunteers showed up this summer in BIG ways so that our Worship would be
meaningful, our communications would be timely and accurate, and our weekly activities would be numerous and
exciting!

-Our Church Council continues to take seriously their role as leaders in this Church as we continue to meet to not only
discuss the current happenings at VELC but also to dream about future together!

-We welcomed in new members this summer, baptized new members into our congregation, and laid
to rest some Saints who are now home with their Creator.
It amazed me how busy our Church was this summer! In the words of one of our young Disciples: “It’s like we are all
one big family and every Sunday we get to have a family reunion!” Amen!
We will kick off our Fall Programming on Rally Day (September 11th) here at VELC. During that service, we will bless our
Sunday school and Youth leaders in Worship, start a new Sermon series, Sunday school will resume, and then we will
share in Fellowship outside after Worship with food, games, and yes…a dunk tank again!
As I said above, God is on the move here at VELC! I encourage you to go and tell all whom you meet that God is on the
move here at VELC and invite them to join us as we follow Christ in a world so desperately in need of the Gospel! I love
you all! See you in Worship!!!
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
Love and Peace, Pastor John

Grief

Share

This is our schedule through the end of the year.
We will meet at 4:30pm by the Fireplace lounge.
September 6th & the 27th
October 18th
November 8th & the 29th
We will meet once during Advent. Date TBD.
All Are Welcome!!
Any questions please see Pastor John.

September 11th Rally Day! After worship in the back
yard. Bring a friend and join us for the excitement!
Food, Fun and fellowship. We are having a dunk tank &
a bounce house.
Volunteers are needed to help with the kids games.
We are also in need of canopy's.
Please check out the sign-up link to volunteer.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44A8AC22ABFCC52-rally

It’s that time again.
On November 6th we will be celebrating
Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church.
This will be an old fashioned POT LUCK meal.
Invites will be sent out in the next week or so.
Please R.S.V.P by October 13th
To the office 262-363-7131 or by
e-mailing office@vernon-elca.org
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Abundant
Blessings
in
Community

Our Missions of the Month
for September & October
Operation Christmas Child
&
Patanumbe

Christmas is right around the corner as well as our Mission of the month:
Operation Christmas Child (September/October)
We are doing this ministry a little different this year. We will have printed shoeboxes that you can pick up
and shop for. You do not have to pay the postage this year!
As part of the ministry this year we have decided to pay the postage on all the boxes at one time. It was very
complicated last year with some paying for their shoebox on line, some had cash in them and some did not.
If you want you can make a donation to the mission of the month to help cover the cost of postage. Write a
check to VELC and note: MOTH XMAS. This way the counters can identify that it is for the Mission of the
Month.
Any questions please see Shari Higgins.
All shoe boxes need to be turned in by the end of October. Deb Strerath will be
taking all the shoebox in for distribution. Thank you Deb.

Patanumbe
Lot’s Happening in October for Pantanumbe.
Sunday, Oct. 2, at 9:15. There will be African music and dress in bright colored clothing.
We will be having a "noisy" offering on Sept.25, Oct. 9, and Oct.16 so start saving your coins! (We will also
accept paper money and checks!)
On Oct. 2 we are planning a silent auction and live auction. The silent auction will be set up for your bidding
by Sept. 26.
We would welcome donations of gift type of items - please no rummage.
We will be setting up on Saturday, Sept. 24 so you can bring your donations earlier that week.
Perishable items can be brought to church on Sunday, Oct. 2
If you have questions or concerns please contact me at 262,534,3651 or sjjtjj7260@gmail.com

Visit our website for more information @ www.vernon-elca.org

**OUR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING**
Tuesday, September 13th, 2022 By the fireplace lounge.
Treasurer’s Report for July 2022
July 2022
Income $17,369.00
Expense $14,109.26
Positive $ 3,259.74

Year to Date 2022
Income $139,098.96
Expense $111,921.37
Positive $ 27,177.59

Debby Plehn
Treasurer / Vernon Lutheran Church
The Greater Milwaukee Synod Designated Gift for July was selected by Denise
Peterson. VELC donated $414.50 to the ELCA World Hunger Women and
Children mission.

Don’t forget online giving
from our website at
www.Vernon-elca.org

Though Christians may be familiar with the underlying principles,
they often do not ponder the deeper application to their lives.
Key Stewardship Principles
God owns it all.
Live below your means.
Avoid debt.
Give to support the Lord’s work.
Save for the future.
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***Did you know that we have a Nursery?***
We do! It is located just down the hall past Pastor John’s office!
As we have seen more and more children in Worship we wanted parents
to know that they are always welcome to use the Nursery before, during,
and after Worship! Please know that our little ones are ALWAYS welcome
in the Service but we wanted parents to feel free to utilize the nursery as
well!!
Due to our increased numbers in Worship (Praise God!) and the increase in small children
attending our Services, we are now looking for some children-loving volunteers to help out
in the nursery. Youth in 6th grade and up are encouraged to volunteer as well as adults.
Ideally we will have two volunteers (one adult, one youth) in the nursery.
If you are interested please sign up on the sheet that is posted at the “What’s Happening”
wall in the Narthex! Once we have a finalized number of volunteers we will have a brief
training after Worship some Sunday in the future. Thank you for considering sharing your
time with our young ones!!!

Quilting
We use lots & lots of sheets, blankets, drapes and curtains to make our quilts. Any material
we will use. If you have some of these items you don't need anymore please bring them in to
us. We will give them a new home by recycling and reusing the material. We LOVE all your
donations you bring us.
Thank you. Come join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from 9-12.

Vernon’s 2022 Mission Fair

Our 2022 Mission Fair will be on Sunday, October 23rd 2022
Our Mission Fair goal is to make the congregation aware of the many successful and ongoing
outreach programs at VELC as possible. We would like to invite the congregation to see all the
teams in an effort to affirm the positive work of our church and to encourage volunteerism.
**More information will be coming out in next months newsletter and bulletins.**
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Calendar of Events for September 2022
Confirmation Classes will start on September 14th
This year’s class will be 6th & 7th graders. We will be picking up students at Parkview
at the early release time and Clarendon when classes are done. They will come to
Vernon for some fellowship and class will start at 3pm. If you have any question,
please see Shari.
Registration forms are available on our web-site & at The What’s Happening Wall”

Decorate Donuts on Saturday, September 17 at 12:30pm
The big donut sale will be on Youth Sunday the 18th.
Please sign up to be greeters, ushers or help with the tech booth.
Saturday, September 24th at 10am
Apple Bash at Orchard Hill Church across the street from the Elegant Farmer.
Join us for Apple picking, caramel apples, petting zoo, live music & games.

Kwik Trip Gift Card will be for sale this month!
Up Coming Youth Events:
We are planning on going to The WinterXtreme at Camp Timber-Lee!
**January 6-8 or February 3-5 look at your calendars.

All youth events use the sign-up genius links. This link will not change.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4A72FABFFC43-youth1
Any questions please contact Shari, Brittany or Pastor John
You can always sign up with Shari.

Events till the end of the year.

Confirmation:
Will be starting on Wednesday, September 14th. Our class will be 6th & 7th graders. We will
arrange to pick up youth at Parkview & Clarendon and bring them to Vernon.
Shari will also be offering Sunday Education. Class will start at the same time the Sunday
School class leaves worship.
October:
Decorate / Carve pumpkins for the Pumpkin Jaunt. Date to be determined.
*October 23rd The youth will help with the mission fair and help at the youth table.
*October 30th – The Pie bake off day. Open to the whole congregation.

November:
Helping in any way that we can with the 135th Celebration.
November 13th Awesome Shrimp will be back by popular demand.
November start making cut out cookie so we have plenty to decorate on Friday December
2nd. Meeting at 4pm till completed.
December:
Friday, December 2nd Decorate holiday cookies.
Saturday, December 3rd Package up cookies and participate in the Midnight Magic Parade.
Sunday, December 4th Big Holiday Cookie Sale
We are planning on going to The WinterXtreme at Camp Timber-Lee!
**January 6-8 or February 3-5 look at your calendars. Still trying to figure out a weekend that
works best. Middle School & High School can attend.
January we will be bringing back the Baked Potato day.
February 12 Chili Cook Off – NOT A DUMP

Join our prayer Warrior Team...We all know the power of prayer!
Everyone has a reason to ask for prayers. Please send prayer requests by email to
office@vernon-elca.org or call the office at 262-363-7131. After office hours you can call
Shari at 262-547-7872.
For pastoral care emergencies call Pastor John at 262-748-5055.
If you’d like to join our prayer team, please contact the office and we will
add you to our prayer list. When prayers come in (almost daily) you will be
e-mailed and ask to join our dedicated team of prayer warriors in lifting up
prayers!
Please write Pastor John’s and Shari's phone numbers down or add them to

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to remember a special day in
your life. You can also donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one. Cut or potted
flowers/plants can be ordered from any local florist/greenhouse, or simply picked from your
own garden. (No artificial flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or
funerals.) You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered. Please contact the
church office for delivery.
September dates that are open: 11th, 18th.
October dates: 16th, 23rd & the 30th.
December dates: 4th, 11th & the 18th.
2023 Mission of The Month Meeting Saturday, October 15th at 10am
Every Sunday is booked to have a meeting. That is why I scheduled it on a Saturday.
More information & request forms will be coming out in September.
Any questions please see Shari Higgins

OUR CORE VALUES
† Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship † Mission Focus † Faith Formation

Just a friendly reminder:
We are still collecting all your used ink cartridges and recycling
them. The money that we receive goes into the building
maintenance fund of Vernon. Please put the cartridges in
the bottom blue bin across from the office. Thank you!

October 30th

You asked and we set it up!
The pie bake off that folks asked for will be
happening after worship on October 30th.
Mark you calendar.
More information will be coming.

-----------------------------------------Just in time to start Christmas Shopping!
Kwik Trip Gift Cards - Order before September 26th
We will receive 10% back on every card sold and if you re-load your
card with more money we get a percent of that as well. It’s a win,
win for everyone.
Amounts

$20

$25

$50

$100

How Many

Name______________________________________ Phone #________________________
Fill this form out with a check payable to :VELC Memo line: Kwik-Trip
Return to the office mail box. Any questions please see Shari Higgins call or text 262-547-7872
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The Property Team
&
The Church Council
Want to know your thoughts!

We are in preliminary plans for a 24’x40’x10
Pavilion for Vernon.
This is where the pavilion would go.
Door to
backyard

Fireplace

Narthex wall that has the doors to the backyard.
This drawing is just to show that it will be about 2 feet off the patio. The space is marked off in
the back for you to see.
The pavilion will have a concrete floor, shingle or metal roof & electricity.
We are looking at the pavilion as being step one to utilize our beautiful backyard / outdoor
worship space. We want you to dream of what would you like to see out there? We will gather
all the information form everyone and have a design team come out and put it on paper so we
can see what it would look like. Then prioritize what we would like to do next. Just looking for
great ideas from everyone to see the vision of what could be. Just because you submit an idea
does not mean it will happen right away. We are looking at a vision into the next 10-15 years as
we get ready to celebrate our 135th anniversary of Vernon.
God is Good. All the time, God is good.

Activities planned for September
Thursday, September 1st—10:30am Crafts! Need to make a card? Join us and create.
All supplies are included.
Tuesday, September 6th—Time and movie to be determined
Join us at the Marcus Ridge Cinema in New Berlin. Sign–up @ the activities board.
Saturday & Sunday, September 10th & 11th—Maxwell Street Days in Field Park, Mukwonago
Sunday, September 11th—Rally Day after worship in the backyard.
Blood Pressure check after service.
Tuesday, September 13th— 9:00-Noon Join us for a morning of quilting and fellowship.
Friday - Sunday, September 16th—18th North Prairie Fall Harvest Festival
Tuesday, September 20th—Time and movie to be determined
Join us at the Marcus Ridge Cinema in New Berlin.
Wednesday, September 21st—10:30am Bible Study is back! Sign–up @ the activities board.
Saturday, September 24th—Mukwonago Fall Fest in Field Park, Mukwonago
Tuesday, September 27th—9:00-Noon Join us for a morning of quilting and fellowship.
Wednesday, September 28th—11:30am Lunch Bunch will be meeting at the
Machine Shed in Waukesha or the New Restaurant in Mukwonago if it is
open. Sign–up @ the activities board.

