
                                                   August 14th 9:15am    
          
         Visitors please sign in by the stained-glass cross in the narthex.                     
     If you have a prayer request please fill out the green prayer card in your                                                   
    pew and an usher will pick them up from you during the service.  
                 Welcome, and thank you for worshiping with us! 

 
 
Prelude           
 
Call to Worship  
      
Opening Hymn    ♫ Precious Lord Take My Hand                                      ELW773           
                                                                                                                            

Let us pray, Dear Lord, there are many that are imprisoned physically and spiritually. We ask for a mighty 
move of the Lord to set the captives free and release the prisoners from darkness. May Your kingdom come 
on earth as it is in heaven! Awaken Your church to taking back the  inheritance that is ours in Christ Jesus. In 
His Most Powerful Name we pray, Amen.  

 
Special Music     ♫It is Well With My Soul                        Ann Morrow, Beth Nicoson,       
                 Kay Simpkin—Handbell 
Communion  
 
Reading: Acts 12:1-24  
 
Children’s Message: 
 
Acts of Vernon: Zach Kokalj 
 
Sermon    God’s Empire vs. The World’s Empire    Pastor Roy Nelson
                                              
Song / Hymn after Sermon   ♫ This Is My Song                           ELW887
                         
                                                                                           
Apostles’ Creed 
 
Prayers of the People / Sharing of the Peace  
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Benediction and Sending 
 

Sending Song                    ♫ Onward Christian Soldiers   

 

Dismissal 
P:    Go in peace. Love your neighbors.  
C:    Thanks be to God. 

  OUR CORE VALUES 

† Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship  † Mission Focus  † Faith Formation 



† 

Todays Reading: Acts 12:1-24  

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He                
had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he    
proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) When he had 
seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,        
intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the 
church prayed fervently to God for him. 

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was        
sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the     
prison. Suddenly  an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on  
the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to 
him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was    
happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. After they had passed 
the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for 
them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel 
left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name 
was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. When he knocked at the outer gate, a maid 
named Rhoda came to answer. On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of 
opening the gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate. They said to her, 
‘You are out of your mind!’ But she insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It is his angel.’ Meanwhile,   
Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. He   
motioned to them with his hand to be silent, and described for them how the Lord had brought him 
out of the prison. And he added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’ Then he left and went to 
another place. 

When morning came, there was no small commotion among the soldiers over what had become     
of Peter. When Herod had searched for him and could not find him, he examined the guards and  
ordered them to be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 

Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they came to him in a body; and after      
winning over Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for a reconciliation, because their country      
depended on the king’s country for food. On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his 
seat on the platform, and delivered a public address to them. The people kept shouting, ‘The voice 
of a god, and not of a mortal!’ And immediately, because he had not given the glory to God, an      
angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

But the word of God continued to advance and gain adherents. 



Acts of Vernon share           the GOOD NEWS 

GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

Everyone has a reason to ask for prayers.  

Please send prayer requests by email to  office@vernon-elca.org or call the office 
at 262-363-7131. After office hours you can call Shari at 262-547-7872.  

For pastoral care emergencies call Pastor John at 262-748-5055. 

If you’d like to join our prayer team, please contact the office and we will add you 
to our prayer list.  When prayers come in (almost daily) you will be e-mailed and 
ask to join our dedicated team of prayer warriors in lifting up prayers!   

Please write Pastor Johns and Shari's phone numbers down or add them to your 
phone so you have them. 

Join the prayer warriors team. 

  Grief         Share  
We will meet at 4:30pm by the Fire place lounge on Tuesday, August 16th. 

All Are Welcome 

The Trust Ministry Team is seeking congregational input into the annual disbursement of       

interest funds from the Mission Endowment Fund. As in previous years, the funds will be 

shared with 5 organizations (within VELC, local, regional, national, international.) If you have  

a favorite organization, which meets 501(c)3 guidelines, that you would like considered for a 

donation, you can place your suggestion in the Trust mailbox, use the Wish List bulletin board 

or talk with a team member: Bob Sockrider, Pat Ptasinski, Carol Mainwaring, Ruth Peters or 

Marilyn Ottum by August, 2022.  

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


Visit our website for more information www.vernon-elca.org   

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to remember a special day in 

your life. You can also donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one. Cut or potted   

flowers/plants can be ordered from any local  florist/greenhouse, or simply picked from your 

own garden.  (No artificial flowers please – with the exception of  donations from weddings 

or funerals.) You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered.  Please contact 

the church office for delivery.  

Christmas is right around the corner as well as our Mission of the month:                                       

Operation Christmas Child (September/October) 

We are doing this ministry a little different this year. We will have printed shoeboxes that you 

can pick up and shop for. You do not have to pay the postage this year! 

As part of the ministry this year we have decided to pay the postage on all the boxes at one 

time. It was very complicated last year with some paying for their shoebox on line, some had 

cash in them and some did not. 

If you want you can make a donation to the mission of the month to help cover the cost of 

postage. Write a check to VELC and note: MOTH XMAS. This way the counters can identify 

that it is for the Mission of the Month. 

                 More information will be coming out soon.                                                                                                               

                  Any questions please see Shari Higgins. 

Thank you,  

 Pastor Roy for joining us today. 

  The congregation of Vernon. 



GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

Vernon’s 2022 Mission Fair 

  Our 2022 Mission Fair will be on Sunday, October 23rd 2022 

Our Mission Fair goal is to make the congregation aware of the many successful and ongoing 

outreach programs at VELC as possible. We would like to invite the congregation to see all the 

teams in an effort to affirm the positive work of our church and to encourage volunteerism. 

     **More information will be coming out in next month’s newsletter and bulletins.**  

Mission Teams start getting ready. Any question please see Shari Higgins. 

September 11th Rally Day!   

After worship in the back yard. Bring a friend and join us for the excitement! 

Food, Fun and laughter. We are having a dunk tank!! 

Volunteers are needed to help with set-up...looking for a few canopies to put 
out in the back yard. Also looking for help with set-up and take down tables, 
chairs and kids games. If you can help please sign up at the link below or see 
Shari. 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44A8AC22ABFCC52-rally 

Confirmation Classes will start on September 14th 

This years class will be 6th & 7th graders.  We will be 

picking up students at Parkview at the early release 

time and Clarendon when classes are done. They will 

come to Vernon for some fellowship and class will start 

at 3pm. If you have any question please see Shari. 

Registration forms are available on our web-site. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44A8AC22ABFCC52-rally


SERVING US IN  WORSHIP  

 August 14 August 21 August 28 September 4 

GREETERS Ushers Ushers Ushers Ushers 

USHERS Barb Jerich 
Traci Tinti 
Cindi Bucci 
Sheri Obluck 

Youth  Scott Lange 
Jim Chovanec 

Al Galkowski 
Darwin Portz 
Don Halt 
Tom Varrelmann 

COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS  

Don Halt 
Andy Wegner 

Janet Kaucic 
Debby Plehn 

Judy Nunnemacher 
Bob Sockrider 

 

WORSHIP 
ASSISTANTS  

Al Galkowski Sue Winiarski Karen Halt Beth 

ALTAR GUILD Heather Jerich Jackie Schmitter Jackie Schmitter Marilyn Ottum 

BREAD  
MAKERS 

Cynthia Proeber Linda Henry Linda Henry  

TECH TEAM Pat Ptasinski David Winiarski   

STREAMING Mike Simonson Ron Higgins Pat Ptasinski  

HOSPITALITY  
MINISTRY 

Deb Teresinski Marilyn Ottum Carol Mainwaring Karen Halt 

COUNTERS Deb Teresinski 
Kathy Fluder 
Debby Plehn 

Deb Teresinski 
Kathy Fluder 
Debby Plehn 

Deb Teresinski 
Kathy Fluder 
Debby Plehn 

Don Halt 
Janet Nolan 
Pat Nolan 
 

EVENT CALENDAR!     

 
August 11-15—Pastor John on Vacation 
If you have prayer request please contact Shari. 
 
Sunday: 8/14—9:15am Worship 
  Welcome Pastor Roy Nelson  
  Blood Pressure Check after Worship 
 
Tuesday: 8/16—4:30pm Grief Share by the  
        fire place lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           August 7th 2022 
                       Attendance 130 

                         Offering– $4,062 

For all the great news we share, please go to 

www.vernon-elca.org  to check out the Sermons, 

Bulletins & Events (Calendar).  

Prayers can be sent to office@vernon-elca.org             

**Pastoral care or emergencies contact             

Pastor John at 262-748-5055 or                          

pastorjohn@vernon-elca.org  

Visit our website for more  
information www.vernon-elca.org   

mailto:pastorjohn@vernon-elca.org

