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Mission of the Month
December

Our Mission of the Month for December is the non profit
The Linus Project. We will be collecting new hand

During the next month or so we
will be collecting new and gently
used shoes for the organization
Soles for Jesus. Their mission
statement is "To provide new and
gently used shoes to the people of Africa who
desperately need them." We know that a lot of people
desperately need to clean out those unused and extra
shoes from their closets and this is your chance!!l
Look for the barrel at the front of the church by the
What's Happening board where further information
will be posted.

made blankets. They must come from a smoke free
home, and they must be washable. They can be sewn,
knit or crocheted. The blankets are donated to local
shelters for children in need. Our VELC Sunday school
class will be making fleece blankets on Sunday January
10th during our regular class. If someone would prefer to
donate a kit for a fleece blanket they can also do that.
The Sunday school kids will put the blanket together.
For more information go to https://www.projectlinus.org/

A Devotion from Pastor John
My Beloved Vernon Community,
I, like many of you I imagine, deeply desire world peace. I have made it my professional
endeavor to help create communities of people who can (hopefully) go out into a world
so devoid of peace and offer pathways to peace. But…is world peace even possible?
Our society feeds on conflict. Whether it’s 24 hours of almost entirely negative news,
inflammatory political rants from talk-radio hosts, or the latest firestorm on social
media about the actions of a celebrity. It is all just noise that spoons conflict into our
lives. We eat it up. And we can’t get enough of it. Then we complain about it. We love
to complain about it. We love to tell anybody who will listen, and many people who
don’t want to listen, what in the world (or at least our world) is messed up. And this of
course breeds stress, anxiety, and anger, in our lives and the lives of others. With the
result, that each day our world becomes a little less peaceful. But we say it’s not our
fault: If only those people over there would stop doing….then there would be peace. If
only that leader would start doing…then there would be peace. If only this or that
person would change…then, the world, our families, and our lives would be peaceful.
But God’s Word tells us something different. Peace is not dependent on the actions of
others. Peace comes to us when we enter into the presence of the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ. Let us look at Paul’s Perspective: The Apostle Paul shows us what this
looks like. While confined to house arrest in Rome, he wrote the following
encouragement to a suffering church in Philippi:
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will
be with you. (Philippians 4:4-9)
Did you catch Paul’s recipe for peace? Peace comes through joyful worship of Jesus
(vs4) Peace comes through prayerful reliance on God through Jesus (vs6-7) Peace
comes through the enjoyment of the things of God (vs8-9) ...And the God of peace will
be with you.
The point is, despite our circumstances, peace is available to us now. It is true that this
is not the same kind of peace we will have in heaven. Now, our peace is fleeting. In
heaven it will be continual. But the peace we experience in heaven will come from
doing the same kind of things we are now able to do on earth. That is, the continual
worship, reliance, and enjoyment of Jesus Christ. What Paul knew is that, as long as we
have access to Jesus, we have access to peace- the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding. So if you, like me, sincerely desire peace, then join me this week-this
month- this year and come into the presence of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. Let’s
turn off our 24-hour news channels. Let’s change the station on our political talking
heads. And let’s take a breather from our social media outrage. And instead, let’s spend
time praising Jesus, relying on Jesus, and enjoying the gifts of Jesus–then we might just
taste the beginnings of world peace.
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.”
(Isaiah 9:6-7)

GIVE ONLINE
Don’t forget online giving from our website at

www.Vernon-elca.org
FURNACE REFRESHER
Please recall the information on the VELC furnaces provided early this year:
The two gas furnaces which are located in the storage room by the kitchen in
Shepherd hall were manufactured in 1989 and, although they are still
working, it was recommended we look at replacing them within the next
couple of years due to age and availability of replacement parts. These
furnaces would be replaced with air conditioning added. Total price for the
two furnaces with two air conditioners has been quoted at $24,982. The good
news is that the money has been donated to accomplish the replacement of
these furnaces and the addition of air conditioning of Shepard Hall. The
installation will be done on 29 October 2020.
*********************************************

Now onto the three units located outside the sanctuary.
These units are identified as Unit 7, 8 and 9. Unit No. 7 is in good condition
having had several parts replaced in November 2018. The technician
indicated that unit No. 8 has holes in the seam of the heat exchanger tube
and the heat exchanger needs to be replaced. He found burnt wiring on
the contactor for the compressor and repaired it but the wiring is not in good
condition. He recommended we think about replacing this unit within the
next year. The remaining unit No. 9 showed that while the heat exchanger is
in okay condition the seam of the heat exchanger is getting rusted and
nearing the end of its life span and will also need to be replaced soon. His
opinion is that given the age of the units it would be better to consider
replacement versus putting the money into the heat exchangers. He
recommended starting with replacing unit No. 8 and work towards the others
in the following years.
We have received one estimate for replacement of the two units in the
amount of $32,500. Other estimates are being pursued but fundraising for
this major undertaking is starting now.
Any questions please see Debby Plehn or Shari Higgins.

"Father, Fill Our Hearts With You"
Since we have been made right with God
by our faith, we have peace with
God. This happened through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has brought us into that
blessing of God's grace that we now
enjoy. And we are happy because of the
hope we have of sharing God's glory. We
also have joy with our troubles, because we know that these troubles produce
patience. And patience produces character, and character produces
hope. And this hope will never disappoint us, because God has poured out his
love to fill our hearts. He gave us his love through the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given us. Romans 5: 1-5
Imagine being present in the stable the night that Jesus was born. This stable
truly was the most humble, space available to Mary and Joseph. God meant
for this structure to be the "birth space" of Jesus, resting in a manger of hay,
to show us how humility and peace congeal, and thus create an emotional
invitation to everyone that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Light. A birth
like many others, but a child unlike any other, God's Prince of Peace, born to
change the negative attitudes of humanity. God combined his omniscient
wisdom and his omnipotent power to create an omnipresent gift, "Emmanuel
~ God With Us", and his Spirit of Love expressed through Jesus, the gift that
keeps on giving.
Remember, the Apostle Paul emphasizes that hope will never disappoint us
because God has poured out his love to fill our hearts through his Holy
Spirit. God generously bestowed upon all humanity an unimaginable love,
immeasurable amazing grace, continual daily forgiveness and nourishing soul
restoration. God chose to make himself available to us and he wants a
personal relationship with everyone, as we gradually learn to "give our lives to
Him" through prayer, praise, meditating on his Word, serving others,
thankfulness, our financial offering and the inner qualities of surrender,
submission and sacrifice.
Heavenly Father,
We Praise Your Holy Name! Thank You So Much for all that You are and for all
that You do for us! Lord, please help us to give ourselves to You, to serve our
neighbor, to be a Light in the darkness for the hopeless and to show Your Love
to a child who needs to know Jesus. Help each one of us to set aside quiet
time in the evening to just sit and listen in the perfect stillness of Christmas to
your voice nourishing our soul. Rest our body, mind and heart in Your Peace
and Calm. The Name of Jesus Is Truly Above All Names.

OUR MISSION: God’s love; receive; be changed and share.
OUR CORE VALUES:
Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship † Mission Focus † Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13TH
DURING WORSHIP AT
9:15AM

(REHEARSAL: SUNDAY
DECEMBER 6TH AFTER
WORSHIP)
SUNDAY SCHOOL
BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS
DECEMBER 20TH
IS IN GREAT NEED OF HELP to sort in the clothing closet. We
are hoping to find someone to be a more permanent
volunteer. Due to the size of the room we can only fit 3
volunteers at a time. If you have some time to volunteer or
would like to volunteer with me please let me know. I would
love to offer them some help if we can.-Shari
You are also free to call Becky Arnold direct @ 262.549.8726

Caring Hearts and Hands
The mitten tree is now up
Please fill the tree with hats
and mittens to warm little hands.

Young at Heart
Wednesday December 16th at 10:30am
We will start with a small advent devotion with Pastor John. Then we will be
delivering Christmas cookies to our homebound brothers & sisters in Christ.

Gift Cards
will be available on Sunday’s before
and after worship. $20,$25,$50 &
$100 Cards.
The last fundraiser of
the year for Vernon's
Heating & AirConditioning Units
Join us for our New Year’s Eve Open House
Thursday, December 31st
7 – 9 pm
We are turning up the heat and chillin out in spring.
Make or bring a Christmas ornaments to put on the tree with a free will
offering towards the heating and air-conditioning units.
We will light the tree at 8pm to welcome the New Year.
Game room for the youth, snack and beverages.
Any question please see Shari.

Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church Trust
A Short History of the Mission Endowment Fund (MEF)

Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church has had a Trust Committee for decades.
Since the 1980s, the Trust Committee has been responsible for a few
thousand dollars. Members or friends would leave a bequest or gift to VELC,
often for a specific ministry or use. The Trust Committee would hold the
money until it was needed, then write a check to the specific ministry or
need. Specific ministries over the years have included music, building and
equipment upkeep and repairs, education, quilters, youth, altar guild, etc.
This continues to today; the Trust committee disperses the gift as the donor
or the donor’s family wishes. In 2015, VELC received a gift of $25,000 from
the estate of Amos and Leona Christianson. The Trust Committee and Pastor
Molly Doreza, with the help of Pastor Larry Westfield, Regional Gift Planner
with the ELCA Foundation Lutheran Planned Giving of Wisconsin, studied
various options for handling this generous bequest. In November 2015, after
many prayerful meetings, the Trust Committee recommended creating an
account with the ELCA to establish the Mission Endowment Fund (MEF.) The
recommendation was approved by the VELC church council at its April 2016
meeting with congregational approval at the May 2016 congregational
meeting. In addition to the original gift of $25,000, two more deposits have
been made. The first deposit was a gift from Jim and Evelyn Calvary of
$47,660 and the second deposit was an anonymous gift of $2000. The ELCA
Mission Endowment Fund principal remains untouched and is held in trust for
the future of our church. The principal fluctuates with the stock market. Each
quarter, income (interest) distributions are received. Every year the Trust
Committee, with Council approval, decides how to distribute the annual
interest income according to established MEF guidelines. Since 2017, the
Trust Committee has distributed the funds in five different areas: VELC, local,
regional, national and international. Local funds have been given to the
Eagle’s Wing Free Clinic, Mukwonago Food Pantry and Lutherdale Building
Fund. Regional beneficiaries have been Family Promise of Western Waukesha
County, Stars and Stripes Honor Flight WI, Breaking the Chains Prison
Ministry, SALT (Serving and Learning Together) and City on a Hill with the
latter three located in Milwaukee. At the national level, funds have been sent
to the Worldwide Hunger Relief Reservation Outreach-Pine Ridge.
Internationally, funds have been sent to the ELCA Goats and Maize project,
ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund, ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge
and ELCA Micro-loans for a Woman. Funds to VELC have been to the Altar
Guild for purchase of a Christmas tree, replacement of chairs in Shepherd’s
Hall, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and money toward purchase of gutter filters.
Depending on interest income, annual donation amounts have varied from
five hundred to seven hundred dollars to each organization. Required
additions to the MEF principal is in $2000 increments. If the principal grows,
the quarterly disbursements grow and the annual donations can grow. Please
consider a bequest to VELC in your estate planning. Better yet, donate now.
Then you’ll experience the joy of watching your gift do God’s work in
Tanzania, North Dakota, Milwaukee, Mukwonago or our own church, Vernon
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Committee News and Events November
**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING**
Thursday December 10th at 7pm
Treasurer’s Report for October 2020
October 2020
Income
$13,249.02
Expense $11,603.11
Positive
$ 1,645.91
Year to Date 2020
Income
$141,497.10
Expense $107,739.07
Positive
$ 33,758.03

If you ever have any questions
regarding the finances of your
church please do not hesitate to ask
me or Chris Peterson, VP Finance.

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share”

Calendar of Events for December 2020
NO Sunday Education Classes in December.

Holiday cookies sale for the
youth. Sunday, December 6th

Thank you- Debby Plehn, Treasurer
Vernon Lutheran Church

Sunday,

D. L. Plehn

December 13th
The Missions Team is planning for 2021
themed Renewal. Our Mission for January/
February is the Mukwonago Food Pantry.
We will help refill the pantry shelves after
the holiday rush. Please keep them in mind
as you shop. Most needed items are:
Shampoo, Deodorant, Bar Soap, Laundry
Detergent, Dish Soap (small liquid). Gift
Cards for the Dollar Store. More
information coming in the January Visitor.
As always, thank you for all you do to help
this cause.

We need Ushers to volunteer for all three
Christmas Eve Services

1pm,3pm & 5pm
Please see sign up on What's Happening Wall in
Narthex

During Worship
at 9:15am
Confirmation Service Project…The
Confirmation class will be ringing bells at
Pick N Save in Mukwonago on
Wednesday, December 16th 2-4pm.
Come visit us!

Confirmation on Wednesday’s 3pm - 4pm
Fellowship time starts at 1:40pm
No Class December 23rd & 30th

Special Events ~ More information coming!
Ringing in the New Year Celebration
Open House at Vernon December 31st 7 - 9pm.
Any question please contact Shari or Ann.

Check out the Activities planned for December
Tuesday, December 1st
Join us at the movies. See sign up board
Thursday, December 3rd - @ VELC 10:30am
Crafts…we will be making a reindeer washcloth and
treats for the holidays. See sign up board.
Sunday, December 6th- immediately after 9:15 service @
VELC there will be Blood Pressure Screening
Tuesday, December 8th - @ VELC 9:00-noon Quilting.
Sunday, December 13th - @VELC Children’s Christmas
Program
Tuesday, December 15th
Join us at the movies. See sign up board
Wednesday, December 16th – 10:30am.
Help us deliver Christmas cookies to our Home
bound.

Coffee Project News~~~
Recently the Mt. Meru Coffee Project announced that they would hold
a coffee buy back of all the coffee that our churches weren't able to
sell because they are no longer holding in-person worship. You'll
notice that there is no coffee on the display in the hospitality area. In a
couple of weeks a new shipment of coffee will arrive and I will update
all of the information and put the bags of coffee on display. Included
in the display will be this year's Holiday Sampler offering a one pot
package of six different coffees: Regular, Peaberry, Hazelnut, Butter
Pecan, Chocolate Raspberry, and French Vanilla. All of the coffee will
be marked with a price sticker. Our coffee makes a great gift for that
person on your list that you don't know what to buy for. Please
remember that your purchase goes directly to the coffee farmers who
depend on us to be able to feed their families, pay school fees for their
children, and afford medical treatment. As always - if you don't see
what you are looking for please contact me and I will order it for you.
Asante sana!! Sue Johnson

Sunday, December 20th-9:15am service
Tuesday, December 22th - @ VELC 9:00-noon Quilting.
Wednesday, December 23rd –11:30am
Lunch Bunch meets at Shanahans. Sign up on the
activities Board.
Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve
Church services @ VELC 1:00, 3:00 and 5:00pm
Friday, December 25th – Merry Christmas!

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to
remember a special day in your life. In Memory of a loved one/
Anniversary / Birthday/Baptism/Graduation/Civic remembrance
Cut or potted flowers/plants can be ordered from any
local florist/greenhouse, or simply picked from your
own garden. (No artificial flowers please – with the
exception of donations from weddings or funerals.)
You can bring them to church yourself or have them
delivered. Please contact the church office for delivery.

Christmas Eve Services
It’s time to start thinking about what service time you would like to
come and worship at. Due to the unknowns of COVID from day to day
we are limiting each worship service to 100. We ask that everyone sign
up for a worship time that best fits your family.
December 24 we will have worship services at 1pm, 3pm and 5pm
**5pm is almost full

Please copy or click the link and sign up for your time choice for
worship.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4A72FABFFC43christmas

We are continuing to work on
making quilts. We are working
from 9-12 on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month. We are
thankful for all the fabric
donations and continue to need
your donations.
Join us anytime!

Quilting

Having a party? Need a hall?
We rent out Shepherd Hall.
Call the office at 262-363-7131

Submitted by: Shari Higgins
What Is a Tithe? - Meaning and Importance of Tithing in the Bible
The Old Testament tells us God’s people followed the law of tithing.
To accomplish this commandment, Church members give one-tenth of
their income to the Lord through His Church. These funds are used to
grow the Church and promote the truth of the Lord throughout the
world. Tithe is really an Old Testament term. It was the gifts that the
Israelites were required to pay in tax. Nowadays we generally use it as
just a way of saying give 10% of your income to the church. There's
nothing in the New Testament, in the sort of new covenant
understanding of what it means to be God's people, that encourages us
to think that we're required to give 10% of our income to the church. In
many ways the standards of the New Testament say we're required to
give generously, to give sacrificially, to see the relief of the poor, the
support of the ministry, the spread of the gospel through all nations.
There may be some people for whom giving 10% is unwise. There are
probably many people in America for whom giving 10% would be
actually pretty easy, and in fact it wouldn't really be sacrificial or
generous. The reason why tithing is an important theme for Christians
is because it really is a symbol of how God calls us to live our lives as
stewards rather than owners. To reflect upon tithing in the context of
the gospel, that the more the law of God is transformed by the grace of
God in our lives, we move from a sense of duty to a sense of delight.
This is why really in the New Testament you don't hear a whole lot
about tithing, not because believers are not expected to give, they're
just expected to be a lot more generous because of the fullness of the
work of Jesus that we celebrate. Paul simply says, this is what the
Gospel does when it grabs hold of your heart. You don't think just in
terms of giving the excess, but you're showing up in God's story, that
frees me from defining my life in terms of what I own, rather who owns
me, which is Jesus. So, in many ways, tithing is kind of the entrance
level into a life of grace. The more the grace gospel captures your heart,
the less your gonna ask, "How much do I have to give," but more, "How
can I live more generously?” To summarize it in a nutshell, please if you
are comfortable giving 10% of your offering to that church please do so.
Whatever offering you give to Vernon is always welcomed and
appreciated.

I did not do it alone;
I need to say many thanks to Jake and Calvin for
helping me bring lots of stuff over to the church
from Bev’s house for the estate/ rummage sale.
Earl, Ann, Chris, Mark I could not have done the
lifting with out you. To Ann that says let’s do it!
Love it, a mini me! To Wendy, Edith, Don and
Barbara for helping with setting up the sale and last but no way least
Jackie, Kathy and Debby for helping wrap, box and load the truck to get
the stuff over to Habitat.
This was a group effort not just a Shari thing. Many of these people
helped in many other ways not just as I listed it.
Thank you, thank you, thank you for continued support of my wild and
crazy ideas. Love you all, Shari

Thank you to Barb Larson for
recreating the Advent Wreath.

Thank you to Andy & Kerry Wegner for putting
up and taking down the Christmas tree.

Thank you to Chris Peterson for the new
greenery in the outdoor planters.

Thank you to boy scout troop #152 for
donating cross wreath.

ADVENT SERIES

A big thank you to all who take part in our
Christmas Eve Services. Your time & talent
is greatly appreciated and enjoyed.

11/29 GOD WITH US BRINGS HOPE
12/6 GOD WITH US BRINGS LOVE
12/13 GOD WITH US BRINGS JOY
12/20 GOD WITH US BRINGS PEACE
12/24 GOD WITH US IS JESUS

A BIG THANK YOU to all who purchased from Awesome Shrimp.
We raised $300 towards the heating and air-conditioning units.

