
We recommend and encourage the following guidelines: 

1. Keep personal distancing of 6 feet. 

2. MASK, HAND SANITIZER AND GLOVES are available for you. 

3. Respect and Love your neighbor. 

 
Until further notice, we will not be having greeters,   
ushers, holding hands, singing, coffee or snacks. 

 
We ask if you are going to stay and have conversation please 
exit to the right of the sanctuary.  The main entry will be      
available for those who wish to exit promptly. 
 

The leadership will be meeting to discuss any future changes.  
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please        
contact Shari Higgins at 262 547-7872. 

GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

For all the great news we share, please go to www.vernon-elca.org to check out the         

Sermons, Bulletins & Events (Calendar). 

Prayers can be sent to office@vernon-elca.org or Contact Pastor John for Pastoral Care/

Emergencies at pastorjohn@vernon-elca.org or  262-748-5055 

November 22, 2020 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Attendance will be taken upon entering the Worship Service. 

Services are limited to 100 at this time.  

9:15am

Are you are at Higher Risk of Severe Illness from COVID-19 

Based on what we know now, those at high-risk for severe illness from COVID-19 are: 

• People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma, 
heart conditions, diabetes, liver & kidney disease, undergoing dialysis, cancer treatment, bone marrow or 
organ transplantation 

•  Many conditions can cause immune deficiencies. 

Here’s What You Can do to Help Protect Yourself:  

-Stay home if possible    -Avoid close contact with others  (stay 6 feet away, which is about two arm lengths)  

-Wash your hands often (20 seconds)   



Service for Sunday November 22, 2020 9:15AM 
           Christ the King Sunday/Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
Opening Music    ♫ Come, Ye Thankful People Come                        youtu.be/5FqdCskC0QE 

Welcome  
Prayer of the Day : O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we       
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world 
you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
Music     ♫   I Will Follow               youtu.be/g02mOpdNDtY 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23  I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love         
towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my   
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and 
has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46  
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at 
his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.’  

Sermon     Pastor John Anderson             vernon-elca.org/our-sermons/ 

Music     ♫ Lift High the Cross                            youtu.be/GbcBXYP4AlE 

Apostles’ Creed  
Prayers of the People  
Sharing of the Peace Stand and wave to one another.  

Words of Institution 
Lord's Prayer  
Distribution  
Post Communion Prayer Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the  journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on 
the way. Amen. 
Benediction / Blessing:  May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God,  Sovereign, 
+Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 

Announcements  
Sending    ♫ Rescue                          youtu.be/MgkNB4939YM                                                             

Dismissal Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  ALL: Thanks be to God. 
                            

https://youtu.be/5FqdCskC0QE
https://youtu.be/g02mOpdNDtY
https://vernon-elca.org/our-sermons/
https://youtu.be/GbcBXYP4AlE
https://youtu.be/MgkNB4939YM


 

Back by Popular Demand 

       $30.00 per (2lb) 

 

 

$30.00 per (2lb) 

Sunday, November 29th after worship 

Please help spread the word on social media. 

Red Poinsettia’s On Sale  

2020 Prices are $15 & $30  

Only on sale through today 

 Nov 22 

Order forms available in Narthex  

Christmas Eve Services 

It’s time to start thinking about what service time you would like to come and     
Worship at to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Due to the unknowns of COVID 
from day to day we are limiting each Worship service to 100. We ask that           
everyone sign up for a Worship time that best fits your family.  Note 5 pm is filling 
up fast. Make your reservation soon . 

December 24 we will have worship services at 1pm, 3pm and 5pm 

Please copy or click the link and sign up for  your time choice for Worship. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4A72FABFFC43-christmas  

LAST CHANCE  

 

The Trust Committee is having a Celebration with the Congregation as part of the 

Thanksgiving Service.  Bob Sockrider will be doing a short temple talk. Carol           

Mainwaring and Pat Ptasinski will have a table with Mission Endowment  Fund         

information and individually wrapped treats. A short screen presentation has been 

created by Ruth Peters. Flowers on the altar are given by Marilyn Ottum in                 

celebration and thanksgiving for the generosity of the Vernon Church Family.  

 .  Princess Jade Update  

    Jade had her last  
   treatment of interim 
maintenance 2 

yesterday.  Although this phase was supposed 
to be a little easier on her, it has felt like a 
long one.  She struggled with nausea and  
blisters through this phase. Jade stayed 
strong though, and was able to start 4K.  We 
are excited for a 3 week break from  
treatment before she starts the long but final 
phase - maintenance.  We’ll update on that 
phase once we start.  We just wanted to let 
you all know she is doing great and fighting 
on. We also want to give a HUGE shoutout to 
Jade’s Grandmas.  Grandma Jo and Grandma 
Patty have been such an incredible  
blessing.  They have dedicated their time and 
love during this journey, and we don’t know 
what we would have done without their help! 
As we approach Thanksgiving and reflect on 
what we are thankful and grateful for, all of 
you and your love, prayers and support are at 
the top of the list.  We cannot thank you 

enough.    

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE DIRECTLY TO 

AWESOME SHRIMP COMPANY  

ADVENT starts next  

Sunday, Please join us 

for Pastor John leading 

us through the season 

with God With Us theme 

each week: Hope, Love, 

Joy and Peace.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A4A72FABFFC43-christmas


The mitten tree is up now- We 

will once again be collecting 

hats and mittens for those 

who need them. If you have 

any  questions please see Barb 

Jerich.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

SUNDAY DECEMBER 13TH DURING WORSHIP AT 

9:15AM 

(REHEARSAL SUNDAY DECEMBER 6TH AFTER WORSHIP) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

  BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 

DECEMBER 20TH  

Coffee Project News~~~ 
Recently the Mt. Meru Coffee Project announced that 
they would hold a coffee buy back of all the coffee that 
our churches weren't able to sell because they are no 
longer holding in-person worship.  You'll notice that 
there is no coffee on the display in the hospitality area. 
In a couple of weeks a new shipment of coffee will   
arrive and I will update all of the information and put 
the bags of coffee on display.  Included in the display 
will be this year's Holiday Sampler offering a one pot 
package of six different coffees: Regular, Peaberry, 
Hazelnut, Butter Pecan, Chocolate Raspberry, and 
French Vanilla.  All of the coffee will be marked with a 
price sticker.  Our coffee makes a great gift for that 
person on your list that you don't know what to buy for.  
Please remember that your purchase goes directly to 
the coffee farmers who depend on us to be able to 
feed their families, pay school fees for their children, 
and afford medical treatment.   
As always - if you don't see what you are looking for 
please contact me and I will order it for you. 

Asante sana!!  Sue Johnson 



Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church Trust  

A Short History of the Mission Endowment Fund 

(MEF)  
Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church has had a Trust Committee for decades. Since the 1980s, the Trust    

Committee has been responsible for a few thousand dollars. Members or friends would leave a bequest or 

gift to VELC, often for a specific ministry or use. The Trust Committee would hold the money until it was    

needed, then write a check to the specific ministry or need. Specific ministries over the years have included 

music, building and equipment upkeep and repairs, education, quilters, youth, altar guild, etc. This continues 

to today; the Trust committee disperses the gift as the donor or the donor’s family wishes. In 2015, VELC    

received a gift of $25,000 from the estate of Amos and Leona Christianson. The Trust Committee and Pastor 

Molly Doreza, with the help of Pastor Larry Westfield, Regional Gift Planner with the ELCA Foundation         

Lutheran Planned Giving of Wisconsin, studied various options for handling this generous bequest. In          

November 2015, after many prayerful meetings, the Trust Committee recommended creating an account 

with the ELCA to establish the Mission Endowment Fund (MEF.) The recommendation was approved by the 

VELC church council at its April 2016 meeting with congregational approval at the May 2016 congregational 

meeting. In addition to the original gift of $25,000, two more deposits have been made. The first deposit was 

a gift from Jim and Evelyn Calvary of $47,660 and the second deposit was an anonymous gift of $2000. The 

ELCA Mission Endowment Fund principal remains untouched and is held in trust for the future of our church. 

The principal fluctuates with the stock market. Each quarter, income (interest) distributions are received.  

Every year the Trust Committee, with Council approval, decides how to distribute the annual interest income 

according to established MEF guidelines. Since 2017, the Trust Committee has distributed the funds in five 

different areas: VELC, local, regional, national and international. Local funds have been given to the Eagle’s 

Wing Free Clinic, Mukwonago Food Pantry and Lutherdale Building Fund. Regional beneficiaries have been 

Family Promise of Western Waukesha County, Stars and Stripes Honor Flight WI, Breaking the Chains Prison 

Ministry, SALT (Serving and Learning Together) and City on a Hill with the latter three located in Milwaukee. 

At the national level, funds have been sent to the Worldwide Hunger Relief Reservation Outreach-Pine Ridge. 

Internationally, funds have been sent to the ELCA Goats and Maize project, ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund, 

ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge and ELCA Micro-loans for a Woman. Funds to VELC have been to 

the Altar Guild for purchase of a Christmas tree, replacement of chairs in Shepherd’s Hall, Pastor’s                

Discretionary Fund and money toward purchase of gutter filters. Depending on interest income, annual      

donation amounts have varied from five hundred to seven hundred dollars to each organization. Required 

additions to the MEF principal is in $2000 increments. If the principal grows, the quarterly disbursements 

grow and the annual donations can grow. Please consider a bequest to VELC in your estate planning. Better 

yet, donate now. Then you’ll experience the joy of watching your gift do God’s work in Tanzania, North       

Dakota, Milwaukee, Mukwonago or our own church, Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church.  



   OUR CORE VALUES 

† Caring Relationships † Meaningful Worship  † Mission Focus  † Faith Formation 

November 15, 2020 

Attendance-91 

Offering-$1840 

            Daily Grace  

Don’t forget online 

giving from our 

website at 

www.Vernon-elca.org 

GIVE ONLINE 

During the next month or so we will be collecting new  
and gently used shoes for the organization Soles for 
Jesus .      
Their mission statement is "To provide new and gently 
used shoes to the people of Africa who desperately 
need them." 
We know that a lot of people desperately need to 
clean out those unused and extra shoes from their 
closets and this is your chance!!l 

Holiday Cut Out Cookies Needed!  
They need to be dropped off 

before November 25th.  
Holiday times are approaching 
sooner than we realize. The 
youth are in need of baked    
cutout holiday cookies. We will 
decorate cookies and have a 
cookie sale of just the cookies 
that we decorated on Sunday 
December 6th after Worship . 
We would like to make a 
platter for the Mukwonago Fire 
Dept, Police Station and 
Vernon’s Fire Dept. to give 
thanks for all they do for us! 
We will also decorate cookies 
for the Young at Heart cookie 
drive for our brothers and    
sisters that can’t make it to 
church often.  We always have 
big plans and need your help to 
make it happen.  
More information coming on 
how to pre-order! 

Psalm 136:1-5 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures   
for ever. 
O give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures for ever; 
who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures for ever; 
who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures 
for ever; 

 

 

Christmas Cookies needed for     

delivery to our homebound      

brothers & sisters in Christ on Dec. 

16th - Please see sign up on What’s 

Happening Wall in Narthex.      

Cookies need to be dropped off on 

the  15th 9a-2pm or the 16th      

before 10:30am.  

IS IN GREAT NEED OF HELP 
to sort in the clothing   
closet.  We are hoping to 
find someone to be a more 
permanent volunteer.  Due 
to the size of the room we 
can only fit 3 volunteers at 
a time.  If you have some 
time to volunteer or would 
like to volunteer with me 
please let me know. I 
would love to offer them 
some help if we can. Shari-
You are also free to call  
Becky Arnold direct @ 
262.549.8726 

http://www.Vernon-elca.org
https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/

