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Mission of the Month 
 November  

Soles for Jesus  

During the next month or so we will be  
collecting new and gently used shoes for the 
organization Soles for Jesus.  Their mission 
statement is "To provide new and gently used 
shoes to the people of Africa who desperately 
need them." 

We know that a lot of people desperately need to clean out those unused 
and extra shoes from their closets and this is your chance!!l 
 
Look for the barrel at the front of the church by the What's Happening 
board where further information will be posted. 

Patanumbe news~~~~~ 
By your overwhelming response to our scaled down Patanumbe 

celebration during the month of September we have the funds that 

we will need in early 2021 when we will probably need to send 

money for maize to our friends at Patanumbe. To date about 

$3764.16 has been raised- We can't thank you enough for being 

there to donate items for our silent auction, bid on those items, 

take home a beautiful reminder of Tanzania, make our noisy  

offering "noisy," and prayers that our celebration would be a  

success.  Please continue to keep our friends in your prayers.  

COVID-19 is more prevalent than most of our sources will admit 

and testing and access to medication is minimal at best.      

        Asante sana!! 

Holiday Cut Out Cookies Needed!  
They need to be dropped off before November 25th.  

Holiday times are approaching sooner than we realize. The 
youth are in need of baked cutout holiday cookies. We will  
decorate cookies and have a cookie sale of just the cookies that 
we decorated on Sunday December 6th after worship.  We 
would like to make a platter for the Mukwonago Fire Dept. 
 Police Station and Vernon’s Fire Dept. to give thanks for all 
they do for us! We will also decorate cookies for the Young at 
Heart cookie drive for our brothers and sisters that can’t make 
it to church often.  We always have big plans and need your 
help to make it happen. 

More information coming on how to pre-order! 

https://www.vernon-elca.org


GIVE ONLINE 

Blood Pressure Screenings after service 

on the second Sunday of the month  

Micah 6:1-8 -vs8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord    
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God? 
 
Hello my beloved Vernon Community!  Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly.   
 
Seems simple, doesn’t it? How can you argue with a verse like this?  
 
I will confess that I have loved this verse, but not often preached on it. I mean (I 
thought), what can you say? Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly. Just do it.  
 
A friend of mine in seminary, who pays more attention to verbs than I do, apparently, 
once remarked that though this verse instructs us to “Do Justice and Love Kindness,” 
we more often have it backwards. We love justice, but do random acts of kindness, 
which is much easier than creating justice. It is much easier to go to the soup kitchen 
and ladle soup than it is to address the causes of hunger. It is much easier to pay for 
the hamburger of the person who is coming after you in the drive through or chip in a 
few dollars when the person in front of you at the grocery store can’t quite pay her bill.  
 
Not that there is anything wrong with that.  
 
But maybe we pay too much attention to the different verbs. Maybe we are meant to 
both do and love both justice and kindness. There are other questions to ask about this 
Bible verse, which is so easy to put on a stick, so easy to understand and remember, 
but perhaps not so easy in other ways. 
 
When I read the seven verses before the famous one (I encourage you to do the same-
Micah 6:1-8), I notice that there is a conversation going on, a conversation between 
God and Israel. Well, actually it is more like an argument, with God sounding a little like 
a jilted lover. After all God has done for Israel, what has happened to their                
relationship? Israel seems to be tired of God, tired of being the chosen people. They 
are not paying attention. They have put their fingers in their ears and they are saying, 
“la la la.” What happened? God wants to know. When the people reply, they seem to 
have heard God’s plea. They are asking, “What do you want from us?” And they have 
some examples: exaggerated, over the top. “What do you want from us, God?” “Do 
you want thousands of rams? Rivers of oil? My first born-child? Would that satisfy 
you?”  
And It seems like such an odd reply, really. Not just because of the exaggeration, but 
because of the assumptions: what would God want with thousands of rams? How 
would all of that oil satisfy God? Can God be satisfied? It sounds like they are trying to 
get God off their backs, buy God off with ridiculous sums. 
 
So simple. But if you think it is easy, you have never tried it.  To live out Micah 6:8 we 
must embody these commands every single day.  We are never done.  You can’t be 
kind once, and then you have met your kindness obligation. You can’t shovel one    
person’s driveway and then you can check mercy off your list. And doing justice: well, 
all you can  do is make progress, fail, step back, go forward, and fail again. Sometimes 
you think you have done justice, and later you realize that you just made things a 
worse mess. But you get up and try again. I suppose that is where humility comes in.  
Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with God. “What do you want from us God?” 
 
The true and terrifying answer, the true and only answer, the true and life-giving    
answer is this: I don’t want anything from you. I just want you. 
 
Love and Peace, Pastor John 

A Devotion from Pastor John 

Don’t forget online giving from our website at 

www.Vernon-elca.org 

FURNACE  REFRESHER 

Please recall the information on the VELC furnaces provided early this year: 

The two gas furnaces which are located in the storage room by the kitchen in 
Shepherd hall were manufactured in 1989 and, although they are still       
working, it was recommended we look at replacing them within the next    
couple of years due to age and availability of replacement parts.  These      
furnaces would be replaced with air conditioning added.  Total price for the 
two furnaces with two air conditioners has been quoted at $24,982. The good 
news is that the money has been donated to accomplish the replacement of 
these furnaces and the addition of air conditioning of Shepard Hall.  The 
installation will be done on  29 October 2020. 

                ********************************************* 

Now onto the three units located outside the sanctuary. 

These units are identified as Unit 7, 8 and 9.  Unit No. 7 is in good condition 
having had several parts replaced in November 2018.  The technician  
indicated that unit No. 8 has holes in the seam of the heat exchanger tube 
and the heat exchanger needs to be replaced.  He found burnt wiring on 
the contactor for the compressor and repaired it but the wiring is not in good 
condition. He recommended we think about replacing this unit within the 
next year. The remaining unit No. 9 showed that while the heat exchanger is 
in okay condition the seam of the heat exchanger is getting rusted and  
nearing the end of its life span and will also need to be replaced soon.  His 
opinion is that given the age of the units it would be better to consider   
replacement versus putting the money into the heat exchangers. He  
recommended starting with replacing unit No. 8 and work towards the others 
in the following years.   
We have received one estimate for replacement of the two units in the 
amount of $32,500.  Other estimates are being pursued but fundraising for 
this major undertaking is starting now.  

Any questions please see Debby Plehn or Shari Higgins. 

http://www.Vernon-elca.org


OUR MISSION:  God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES:   

Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship   †  Mission Focus   †  Faith Formation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                    Caring Hearts and Hands  
The mitten tree will be going up soon.  Please help fill the 
branches with hats and mittens.  We continue to work on 
prayer shawls, lap afghans, hats and mittens.  Thank you for 
the yarn donations. 

Happy Thanksgiving 

"Jesus"  ~  The Great  High Priest 
         “Therefore, since we have a Great High Priest who has gone 
into heaven, Jesus the Son of GOD, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to           
sympathize with our weakness, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin. 
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 
need.”  

     Hebrews 4:14-16 
Heavenly Father, 
All Praise, Honor, Glory and Thanksgiving To You LORD, For You 
Are Good!  Your Mercy And Grace Endure Forever! LORD, Thank 
You for reassuring us that we can humbly approach Your Throne of 
Grace with confidence. Confident knowing that you are  
omnipresent, always with us physically, emotionally, mentally and  
spiritually. Confident believing that you build us up to be more 
than conquerors as we trust Your Word. Confident feeling the    
compassion of Jesus being nurtured in our hearts so we can show 
the world what Your Love truly is and what it looks like. Confident 
trusting that we can relax and allow Your Holy Spirit to work in and 
through us for Your Good, and to know that "Yes" it will  
happen! Confident praying that all I need to do is ask for Your help 
whenever I need You to intervene for my family, my neighbor or 
even on my behalf. LORD,  Thank You So Much for this humble  
confidence and for Your Holy Spirit that is always present  
restoring, calming, healing, uniting, listening, patiently waiting,  
comforting and inviting us into a journey with Jesus Christ. 
We ask this request in Jesus Name~AMEN! 

                                                             by Annette C. 

$30.00 per (2lb) 

Sunday, November 29th after worship 

Please help spread the word on social media. 

 

Back by Popular Demand 

       $30.00 per (2lb) 

 

 



Young at Heart Bible Study  

Wednesday ,  November  18th at  10:30am  

Generosity… 

How did Jesus respond in a time of scarcity? This week, we look at the        

generosity of God, modeled for us in the way of Jesus. In November’s Bible 

Study, we will look at the biblical theme of Generosity. Something happens 

inside of human beings in times of crisis. Our instincts for self-preservation 

kick in, and we begin to cultivate a scarcity mindset. It becomes very easy to 

focus on the well-being of ourselves and our family and forget the difficulties 

of others around us. We are especially prone to this behavior in times of   

uncertainty. Jesus of Nazareth was no stranger to this kind of social            

instability. He grew up in land occupied by a foreign military, and oppressive 

Roman taxes made life difficult for his family and neighbors. Yet he called his 

followers to a very different kind of response. He taught that our obsession 

with self-preservation not only makes us more miserable and anxious, it    

actually creates more of the thing that we’re trying to avoid.  Please join us 

on Wednesday November 18th.  All are welcome!! 

We are the Apple Bunch 

Fresh Homemade Apple Pies 

for Sale on Sunday, November 8 

Please order in advance we only have 
20 of each. 

Regular Pie crust or crumble. 

This is a Youth Fundraiser. 
The youth will be splitting 
the funds for the heating 
project here at Vernon. 

$12.00 a pie 
See Shari or Ann 

Sign up at the “What’s     
Happening Wall at VELC” 

On  October  

11th  we      

welcomed 

new mem-

Kevin & Sherry Carlson 

Heather Kokalj & 

Zackary & Nathan  



Committee News and Events November 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
Thursday November 12th at 7pm 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2020 

 September 2020 
 Income     $15,829.00 
 Expense   $11,748.28 
 Positive     $ 4,080.72        
 
Year to Date 2020  
 Income      $128,248.08 
 Expense    $  96,113.71 

 Positive     $  32,134.37         

 

Debby Plehn, Treasurer 
Vernon Lutheran Church 

If you ever have any questions         
regarding the finances of your 
church please do not hesitate to ask 
me or Chris Peterson,  VP Finance.   

Thank you- Debby Plehn, Treasurer 
 Vernon Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events for November 2020 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 

 Confirmation on Wednesday’s. 3pm - 4pm  

Fellowship time starts at 1:40pm  

No Class on Nov.25  

Notice the Wish List Bulletin Board 
Trust  Committee 

 
A Wish List bulletin board has been       
created in the hallway leading to        
Shepherd Hall. The Trust Committee is 
looking for congregational input             
regarding three different areas: capital 
and building Improvements needs, 
 501(c) organizations and Dreams. Paper and an envelope are   
located on the bulletin board to leave your ideas. All ideas are 
welcome from the youngest to the oldest members of the       
congregation. If you prefer to talk with a Trust Committee    
member, they are:  
Bob Sockrider, Ruth Peters, Carol Mainwaring, Pat Ptasinski and 
Marilyn Ottum. 

 Fresh Homemade Apple Pies Traditional 

Pie crust or crumble.  

Please order in advance we only have 20 of 

each. $12.each  Sign up at the “What’s  

Happening Wall at VELC”  

 Sunday Education 9:15am 6th- 12grade.  

No Class on November 8th Congregation Meeting 

 Special Events  
 Holiday Stockings for Heroes  

If you would like to send a stocking to a Hero Contact Shari 
Higgins at 262-547-7872.  I only have 15 stocking that can 
be filled. Include a handwritten note inside the stocking to 

let the service members and veterans know you’re thinking 
of them. Thank you, Vernon! More info go to: 

www.soldiersangels.org  

 Family Bake Day! Help make Holiday cutout cookies for 

the youth to decorate on November 29th at 10:30am to 

sell on Sunday December 6th to the congregation.  

Upcoming events in December: Midnight Magic Parade, Cookie Sale,  

Ringing Bell for The Salvation Army Red Kettle Champaign, Christmas  

Program, Soles for Jesus and Ringing in the New Year Celebration on  

December 31st 7-9pm.       

Any question please contact Shari or Ann.  



Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to 
remember a special day in your life. In Memory of a loved one/
Anniversary / Birthday/Baptism/Graduation/Civic remembrance  
Cut or potted flowers/plants can be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from 
weddings or funerals.) You can bring them to church 
yourself or have them delivered. Please contact the 
church office for delivery.  

 

Check out the Activities planned for November 

 

Tuesday, November 3rd – time to be determined 

 Join us at the movies!  

Thursday, November 5th - @ VELC 10:30am 

 Crafts…we will be making all occasion cards 

Sunday, November 8th - @ VELC after 9:15 service        

 Blood Pressure Screening  

Tuesday, November 10th - @ VELC 9:00-noon Quilting.  

Tuesday, November 17th  – time to be determined 

 Join us at the movies!  

November 18th - @ VELC 10:30am 

 Bible Study with lunch to follow. 

Tuesday, November 24th – @ VELC 9:00-noon  

 Quilting.  

Wednesday, November 25th – 11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Arby’s in Mukwonago.  

 Sign up on the activities Board.  

Thursday, November 26th  –Happy Thanksgiving! 

Greater Milwaukee Synod/Diocese of Meru 
News~~~~ 

On September 25th the Greater Milwaukee Synod and the Diocese of 
Meru held a joint prayer service via zoom.  Prayer requests were       
exchanged with the Greater Milwaukee Synod praying for requests 
from the Diocese of Meru, and the Diocese of Meru praying for          
requests from the Greater Milwaukee.  Bishop Paul and Bishop Kitoi led 
the service, with other Meru Partnership Committee members and    
Diocese personnel contributing prayers.  Diocese of Meru General     
Secretary, Lazaro Andrew Urio contributed the following prayer (which 
has been edited to fit in this newsletter): 
 
Heavenly Father, We give you glory and praise.  We thank you for the 
privilege you have given us and to our friends in the United States of 
America to exercise the duty and right to vote for our political leaders, 
and the president of their nation.  Thank you for the election laws that 
were put by the founding fathers of their nation to provide a guide in 
the election process.  We ask you Lord to intervene in the process as 
they vote for president and other leaders that they may vote for the one 
that you 've prepared for them.  In your holy name I pray.  Amen 
 
Please remember to visit the coffee display in the hospitality area to 
purchase your favorite coffee.  All coffee sales benefit the coffee      
farmers in the Diocese of Meru and enable them to seek medical care, 
pay for school expenses for their children, and allow them to feed and 
house their families.  If you don't see what you're looking for please 
contact me and I can order it for you.  Check out the items on sale too!! 
Sue Johnson - sjjtjj7269@gmail.com 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


Quilting  
We want to thank Connie Moore for all the 
dedicated years she has given to the  Quilting 
group at Vernon.  She kept us motivated and 

worked hard to make sure we did our jobs and got quilts made. 
Thank you also to all who have donated materials to keep us working 
hard.  We also want to thank Shari for helping us to send 40 quilts to 
Pine Ridge with All Saint's church.  We are meeting the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday's of the month from 9-12.  Join us sometime and please keep 
donating all the great materials to us.                    

How does the song go… Listen, God is Calling,  
One of the Goals for Vernon this year was Time and Talent.  
This is a big part of the church’s stewardship. When I say 
churches,  I want to say YOU! So, many things need to be taken 
care of around  here just like your home. Some might say I don’t 
have time to do what needs to be done at home let alone      
volunteer or donate more time that I don’t have to the church.  
(Sound like anyone you know?)  
I’m here to say thank you to everyone that is giving their time 
and talents to Vernon. Our goal was to save a much money by 
not  paying vendors to come and fix something that we can do 
ourselves.  Everyone love to be anonymous and that is great but 
how do we really get to say thanks.  
What about our lawn that always looks so well-manicured and 
the tree line that the leaves are now starting to change colors? 
Thank  you to Mike Simonson, Andy Wegner and Bill Ottum. We 
don’t pay for the up keep of the lawn because these gentlemen 
love their  riders and have pride for a job well done.  
Someday I hope to buy you a tank of gas for all you do!  
Price-less.  
A brand-new Eucharist / Sanctuary Lamp was also donated. It is 
the red  candle on the far-right side of the cross that is always 
burning. Now they can move it up and down with out having to 
get on a ladder.  
Christian churches often have at least one lamp continually 
burning  before the tabernacle, not only as an ornament of the 
altar, but for  the purpose of worship. "In accordance with      
traditional custom, near the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled 
by oil or wax, should be kept alight to indicate and honor the 
presence of Christ. Some denominations burn the lamp to show 
that the light of Christ always burns in a sin-darkened world. In 
the Old Testament, God told Moses that a lamp filled with the 
pure oil should perpetually burn.  
 
Stay Tuned: More inspirational  stories of our Stewardship next 
month.  
Submitted by: Shari Higgins 

VELC will be participating in the “Midnight Magic 
Parade” Dec. 5th Halloween Candy is on sale 
now! Get it before it is gone!  The candy must be 
individually wrapped and nothing with peanuts.  
Want to join us handing out candy at the parade?      
Contact Shari with any questions. 

Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

Poinsettia’s On Sale Starting November 8th   

2020 Prices are $15 & $30  

Only on sale Nov 8-22 

Order forms and color options will be available next week.  

Looking Ahead to Christmas 

Celebrating Our Savior's Birth!!! 

Christmas Eve service times will be 1:00, 3:00 & 5:00. 

Please be thinking about what time you and your 
family will want to attend Christmas Eve worship. 
To control physical distancing we will be asking 
each family to let us know their time preference. 
More information will be coming, watch the  
December VV and bulletins.  

tel:262-363-7131


Christian Carrillo 

Birthdate 8-20-20 

Baptized 10-25-20 

Parents James & Stephanie Carrillo 

Sponsors Julian & Alison Romero 

Special Congregational 

Meeting  

Sunday November 8th  

immediately after the 

Worship Service  

All Saints Sunday November 1- A Day to Remember 

the Departed and the Holy Sacrament of Baptism 

We remember and give thanks for the departed Saints who 

passed away since All Saints Sunday in 2019 who have been a 

blessing to God’s kingdom and by grace through faith have 

joined the saints above: 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who be-

lieve in me, even though they even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’” John 

11:25-26 

 November 3, 2019-October 31, 2020 

           William “Bill” Box   Robert “Bob” Macur 

            Betty Chrisman   Norm Meyer 

            Walter Chrisman  Joyce Peterson 

            Larry Lange   Jane Sockrider 

                  Fran Von Selzam 

On this All Saints Sunday we also celebrate those who became 

members of the communion of Saints through Holy Baptism 

since November 3, 2019:  

 Christian Carrillo        Ashley Mattson 

  Ezra Jazwiecki   Hayden Strerath                          

Holiday Stockings for Heroes  
If you would like to send a stocking to 
a Hero , Contact Shari Higgins at  
262-547-7872. I only have 15 stocking 
that can be filled.  Include a hand-
written note inside the stocking to let 
the service members and  veterans 
know you’re thinking of them.   


