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Mission of the Month 
 September & October   

Patanumbe 

Patanumbe Partnership~~~~ 

Twenty-one years ago Vernon Lutheran Pastor Scott Jorgenson traveled 
to the Diocese of Meru with a synod bishop's delegation.  When he    
returned he stated that the trip had changed his life forever.  Out of that 
trip Pastor Scott was able to develop a friendship with Pastor Zakayo 
Pallangyo from Patanumbe Parish. Shortly after that delegation's travel 
the synod began a partnership with the Diocese of Meru and Vernon 
became the second congregation in the synod to sign a formal           
partnership.  In 2007 a delegation of 6 from Vernon visited the Diocese 
of Meru and Patanumbe Parish.  I think I can speak from those of us that 
were part of that delegation that our lives have been changed forever.  
It's hard to put into words what an impact that trip had.  We have     
become friends with people of a very different culture who live        
thousands of miles away from us, live differently than we do, have very 
little in worldly goods, but have a love for Jesus that we admire and 
want to learn from.  They have little, but would give it all to us if they 
knew we needed it.  Christ is the center of their universe and nothing is 
done without giving thanks for what He has given them.  In 2010 a    
delegation of 5 traveled from Vernon, and I have made 5 additional 
trips, the last being last fall when Tom & I traveled to celebrate the 20th            
anniversary of partnership.   
We have paid to have 5 wells dug, built a technical school, contributed 
to the building of a women's hostel, and donated thousands of dollars 
for food during a drought, teacher's salaries, and most recently for 
COVID-19/flooding assistance. 
The partnership is thriving and we give thanks to God for allowing us to 
be a part of it. Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters at        
Patanumbe Parish.  Asante sana!!!!   
Questions can be directed to Sue Johnson sjjtjj7269@gmail.com or 
262.534.3651. 

       

  
  

 
 
 
                               

Patanumbe news~~~~ 

Thank you to all you who contributed in any way to 

our celebration of 21 years of partnership with    

Patanumbe Parish, Diocese of Meru, Tanzania, Africa.  

Although they can't tell us in person, please know 

that your actions mean a lot to our brothers and  

sisters at Patanumbe. 

Our celebration will continue through October,    

although on a smaller scale.  We will have Cans 

for Tanzania during October.  Please drop your      

recyclable aluminum cans at the middle set of 

doors into the church and Chris Peterson will collect 

them.  Every little thing that we do contributes 

to the greater good for Patanumbe. –Sue Johnson 

Asanta sana!! 

https://www.vernon-elca.org


GIVE ONLINE 

Sunday School 2020-2021 

Beginning October 4th we will begin in person     
Sunday School for ages 3-5th grade. 
We will begin in the sanctuary, after the Children's 
Sermon we will go to our classroom. 
You will pick up your children at the classroom when 
service has ended. Registration forms for Sunday 
School are available in the Narthex.  

Quilting  
Please remember the quilting ministry. We can 
always use mattress pads, curtains, blankets, 
fiber fill, and almost anything. All the materials 
you donate will be put to good use. Thank 
you!  Please join us on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
from 9a-Noon in October.   

The other day a friend of my remarked, “The world needs more good Samaritans”.  I 
agreed and we continued our conversation.  However, I began to wonder if my friend 
and maybe even the Church (I am speaking mainly for the U.S. as that is the perspective 
I have) completely miss the point of the Good Samaritan story from Scripture. 
For those unfamiliar with the story, you can read more about it in the Bible in the book 
of Luke, chapter 10, verses 25-37.  To sum up, when a lawyer asks Jesus who our 
“neighbor was”, Jesus responded with a story about a man beaten and left by the side of 
the road.  The man is ignored by the powerful and the Church and is eventually rescued 
by a man who is despised by the powerful and outcast from the Church. This story 
would have been next to impossible for the lawyer to hear. A good Samaritan? In our 
day when   people use the phrase Good Samaritan (like my friend) it is said without dis-
gust or irony or most of all disbelief. It’s not an oxymoron now. It was then. A good Sa-
maritan was impossible. It didn’t exist in their minds. Jesus then finishes this story in 
which a        Samaritan is the hero and asks the lawyer:  “Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers? “ 
He tells a story that appears to ramble way off into the deep weeds, then a shocking 
character enters the story and ends up the hero, and then Jesus turns the table on the 
lawyer and asks, “Who was the neighbor?” The answer is The Samaritan, right? Yes, 
that’s correct. But even in the story from Scripture the lawyer can’t admit that it was the 
one who was outcast and denied by so many.  Instead he says, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” Oh man. The lawyer can’t even say the word Samaritan. That’s how deep 
his hatred goes. He can’t even say the word.  Have you ever noticed how people often 
refer to the person they used to be married to as their ex? Or how someone after a    
broken relationship of any kind refuses to bring that person up out of hurt or anger. They 
don’t want to actually say the person’s name! That is because names connect us, names 
bond us, and names create intimacy. It feels terrible to forget someone’s name, doesn’t 
it? (Remember that as I learn all of yours over the coming months!) Back to the lawyer, 
he can’t even answer Jesus’s question by saying the name. He simply replies the one…
You see: That’s your neighbor. That’s who you’re called to love. That’s where the eternal 
life is found. In loving your neighbor, the one you hate, the one you despise, the one you 
wish didn’t exist, the one who’s name you can’t even say.  Jesus is calling us to love like 
God loves. Which means we have to love…EVERYONE. Even those you “hate” (perhaps 
especially those?). Jesus is challenging us to extend divine love to those who are the 
most difficult to love. That’s where it’s at. That’s the importance of asking, “Who is my 
neighbor”.  The ultimate experience of God’s love is found in and through our neighbor. 
The end result is God’s mercy – an overflowing of compassion within a violent, broken 
world. And at the end of the story in Luke, Jesus says simply Go, and do likewise.  So I 
hope we don’t fall into that trap of being the “Good” Samaritan only when it suits us.  
Only when it is convenient.  Only when we can MAYBE like the person.  Instead I pray we 
respond like Martin Luther King Jr. calls us to, when he said, “On the parable of the Good 
Samaritan: "I imagine that the first question the priest and Levite asked was: 'If I stop to 
help this man, what will happen to me?' But by the very nature of his concern, the Good 
Samaritan reversed the question: 'If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to 
him?" 
My beloved Vernon community, I am so excited to partner with you in this Holy work.  
My prayer is that we would love our neighbors in such a way that we would seem      
radical by the world’s standards.  Will you join me? 
Love and Peace, 
Pastor John 

A Devotion from Pastor John 

Trust Announcement 
The Trust Team welcomes Pat Ptasinski who 
will  complete the term of Judi Schlitt ending 
June 2021. Judi has been a dedicated      
member of the Trust Team for over five 
years. Thank You Judi and Welcome Pat. 

Don’t forget online giving from our website at 

www.Vernon-elca.org 

http://www.Vernon-elca.org


OUR MISSION:  God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES:   

Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship   †  Mission Focus   †  Faith Formation 

Daily Grace   

My heart breaks every morning as I watch the news: so much 
loss, so much loneliness, so much isolation. The psalmist      
describes my feelings when he says, Oh, that I had wings like a 
dove! I would fly away and be at rest (Psalms 55:6). 

But, after I turn off the news and begin my work for the day, I 
turn to God. The nature of my work brings me daily into the 
reading of scripture. 

Participating in faith practices—daily reading of scripture,     
personal prayer, and quiet meditation—will not remove our 
fears or feelings, but they can provide hope. I encourage you to 
think about what spiritual practices are part of your daily life. 
Find moments where you can feel God’s presence and hear 
God’s voice.  Knowing that God is with us strengthens my    
resolve to get through one more day, to tell myself to be     
patient, to seek out connections with people even at a          
distance, and to continue to live as if the gospel is true.  
   By Jennifer Michael 

 
 
 
 
 
The Caring Hearts and Hands ministry not only provides mittens, 
hats and scarves for the Mitten Tree in November but also,           
crocheters and knitters make Prayer Shawls for those in need of 
comfort and hope that are blessed by the Pastor.  Some members 
make “Lapgans,” (a lap robe)  donated to the Wisconsin Veterans 
Home in Union Grove to comfort wheelchair bound veterans.    
Other items are children’s lap robes, pet cage pads, baby blankets, 
etc.  Ideas for projects are always welcome.  Caring Hearts & Hands 
is open to anyone who would like to participate in these          
wonderful activities that do so much good. Don’t knit or crochet?  
Want to learn?  We can help. Contact Deb Fredlund, 363-8323 or 
Barb Jerich, 662-4606.  You can also contact them if you want to 
donate yarn or money for supplies.  We have short meetings three 
or four times a year to coordinate things like the Mitten Tree and 
where and when other donations are made. The rest of the year 
we touch base by e-mail.  Remember, doing good with your HANDS 
makes a happy HEART. 

Young at Heart Bible Study  

With Pastor John   

Wednesday , October 21  

10:30am  

“CITIZENSHIP” 

Matthew 22:15-22 

What Does It Mean for you to be a  Christian Citizen?  

 

Lutherdale Bible Camp is holding a fundraising 

event in October.  Due to COVID-19 they lost 

several weeks of summer camp, and the weeks 

that they were able to hold were severely      

reduced in the number of campers they were 

able to host.  In addition, because of the      

lockdown, they lost revenue from all of the retreat weekends 

that they had scheduled.  As a result they have furloughed all but 

4 employees.  Please pray about this and if you are able to do-

nate to the camp, they would really appreciate it.  Checks can be 

made out to "Lutherdale Bible Camp" and mailed to N7891    

Highway 12, Elkhorn, Wi. 53121.  Thanks for your consideration.  



Join the Mission of The Month Team 

Requests and suggestions for mission of the month for 
2021 at Vernon are now being accepted.  The team will 
consider a list of appropriate not-for-profit organizations to 
support in 2020.   
You can also fill out this form with the name of your non-
profit organization that is near and dear to your heart to be 
considered. 
If you would like to join the team please see Shari Higgins, 
Lorry Taylor,  Debby Plehn or Annette Coenen.  
The team will have its first meeting Sunday,  
October 25th at 10:15am.   

Mission of the Month for 2021 

Your Name: ________________________________  

Phone # ____________________________ 

Non-Profit to be considered: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Why should VELC support this organization: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Are you willing to take the lead for this organization by contacting 

them to see if you can get a guest speaker, make a poster and give 

the office information for the bulletin and the Vernon Visitor? 

       Yes or No 

 2020 Mission of the Month  

Vernon Lutheran Church  

“Share the Love”  
September /October Pantanumbe  

November / December The Linus Project & Samaritan’s Feet  

**OTHER Ongoing Missions at Vernon  

Mt Meru Coffee  

Non-perishable item for the Mukwonago Food Pantry  

“Bring Your Harvest to God” By, Annette Coenen 

In the Book of Exodus: 23, God instructed His people to celebrate 
the “Feast of the Harvest”.  Bring to the Priest a sheaf of the first 
grain or the first fruits of your harvest. They were to bring the 
best of their harvest to God, to show their appreciation for all 
God had done for them. The symbolic meaning of “Harvest” in 
scripture encompasses two main areas:  God’s provision and 
God’s blessings that are bestowed upon all. God provides what 
we need when we need it, all we need to do is ask. And while we 
celebrate a Harvest season just once a year, we experience the 
“Spirit of Harvest” all through the year. The time, effort,           
patience, persistence and love that we invest into our children, 
marriages, families, pets, friends and even employment is 
“Experiencing Harvest.” Delving into God’s Word and                 
experiencing inner spiritual change of surrender, submission and 
sacrifices is living proof of “Harvest”. Our Harvest blessings are 
because of what God has done on our behalf. This is known as 
the “Blessing of Common Grace”, God is Gracious towards       
everyone whether they realize it or not, or whether they give 
Him thanks for His blessings. We all know, every good gift we   
enjoy comes from God, He has given everyone the greatest gift of 
all in His son Jesus, who lived among us that we might have life 
through faith in Him. This is the “Blessing of Salvation Grace”. 
The concept of “Harvesting what we sow” (or Reap what we sow) 
reminds us of praying the consequences for sinful actions or  
foolish choices; but the “Laws of the Harvest” are also very     
positive and stand as a “Promise of Blessings” reminds us to “Sow 
That Which Pleases God”.  “We All Need to Bring Our Best       
Harvest to God!” 
Heavenly Father, 
All Praise, Honor and Thanksgiving to You Lord, You Are Good, 
Your Mercy and Grace Endure Forever! We Thank You For “The 
Blessings of the Harvest”. We are especially grateful for You Holy 
Spirit who dwells and instills in each believer the need to sow 
seeds of compassion, change and courage into the rich fertile soil 
of Your Word. Plant Your Word deep into our hearts and minds, 
nurture it with truth, grace, love and essential life of Jesus. May 
we shine with a Harvest uniting us together in Christ, mask or no 
mask! We ask this request in Jesus Name. AMEN 



Committee News and Events October 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
Thursday October 8th at 7pm 

Treasurer’s Report for August 2020 

 

 August 2020 
 Income     $12,489.13 
 Expense   $14,878.49 
 Negative  ($ 2,389.36)         
 
 Year to Date 2020  
 Income      $112,419.08 
 Expense    $  84,341.83 

 Positive     $  28,077.25 

 

Debby Plehn, Treasurer 
Vernon Lutheran Church 

If you ever have any questions         
regarding the finances of your church 
please do not hesitate to ask me or 
Chris Peterson,  VP Finance.   

Thank you- Debby Plehn, Treasurer 
 Vernon Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events for October 2020 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 

 Confirmation class are on Wednesday’s.  

Student can be picked up at the middle 
school. Confirmation will start at 3pm and 
finish at 4pm every Wednesday.  

Questions please contact Shari  

Any question please call or text Shari at 262-547-7872 or email 

at shari-h@wi.rr.com 

 Celebrate with Pastor John  
Parking lot fellowship. Bring a 
chair. Canopy / Tents will be 
available. We will have a BBQ 
food truck and The Scoop Ice 
Cream trailer. Help support 
our local businesses. You can 
also order lunch to go.  

Sunday Education will start on October 11th at 9:15am 6th- 12grade.  

 Everyone is welcome to join us for 

carving or painting pumpkins on 

Saturday, October 17th starting at 

10am. Bring your own pumpkin. If 

you need one, we will have a       

limited amount of extra pumpkins.  

 Pastor Johns 

 Installation  

Sunday, October 4th  

during the 9:15am  

Worship service  

NO SCHOOL Friday, October 23rd   

Movie night (Shepherd Hall)  is being planned-time is TBA 

*Potential Lock in if we can get an adult male chaperone 

Mission Endowment Thank you(s) to VELC   
 

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from two          
organizations who benefitted from the Mission Fund Endowment 
$650.00 interest distributions. 
 
Gloria Klomsten from Worldwide Hunger Relief writes, “Words can 
never express how grateful the Lakota and WHR are for your          
continued support. We are a small organization so appreciate it very 
much. God bless you and all you do. Pilamaya “ which is thank you in 
the Lakota language.  
 
Rev. Diane De La Santos from City on a Hill, Milwaukee, writes, 
“Thank you for your church’s gift of $650.00 received on August 31, 
2020. Your kind generosity helps us provide youth development and 
educational programs for young people as well as healthcare services 
for low-income adults and those most vulnerable living in the Mil-
waukee community… Blessings to VELC for being a blessing to those 
we serve.”  

mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com


Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a way to 
remember a special day in your life. In Memory of a loved one/
Anniversary / Birthday/Baptism/Graduation/Civic remembrance  
Cut or potted flowers/plants can be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or 
funerals.) You can bring them to church yourself or have 
them delivered. Please contact the church office for 
delivery.  

       Young at Heart  
 

Check out the Activities planned for October 

 

Thursday, October 1st  – @ VELC 10:30am  

 Join us as we make a two sided scarecrow/snowman 

 hanging decoration.  

 Limit 10 - See sign up board. NO cost. 

Tuesday, October 6th –time to be determined  

 Join us at the movies!  See sign up board. 

Sunday, October 11th –Immediately after 9:15 service there 

 will be Blood Pressure Screening 

Tuesday, October 13th – @VELC 9:00-noon 

 Quilting in the quilting room.  

 Always room for more helpers!   

Tuesday, October 20th –time to be determined  

 Join us at the movies!   

Wednesay October 21st - @ VELC 10:30am 

 Bible Study. See sign up board for details. 

Tuesday, October 27th – @VELC 9:00-noon 

 Quilting in the quilting room. 

 Consider joining us for the morning! 

Wednesday, October 28th – 11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Lucy’s in North Prairie. 

 Sign up on activity board. 

Blood Pressure Screenings after service 

on the second Sunday of the month  

 ALUMINUM CAN                

 COLLECTION  

 FOR PATANUMBE  
Bring your cans on Sundays through         

 October-drop off at the middle 

doors of the church.  

Mt. Meru Coffee Project news~~~ 
Please visit the coffee display in the Fellowship Area.  If 
you would like to buy coffee and don't see what you want, 
please let me know and I would be happy to order it for 
you.  Orders are processed on Tuesdays so it's possible 
to get it the same week that we order. 
Note:  the price of coffee ordered on the project website 
has gone up.  The price when ordered from me has not.  
I'm here to help!! 
Sue Johnson 262-534-3651 or sjjtjj7269@gmail.com 

Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/
tel:262-363-7131


 
 
 
 
How does the song go… I Love to tell the story, of God’s great 
gifts and glory. One of the Goals for Vernon this year was Time 
and Talent.  This is a big part of the church’s stewardship. When 
I say church,  I want to say THANK YOU! So, many things need to 
be taken care of around here just like your home. Some might 
say I don’t have time to do what needs to be done at home let 
alone volunteer or donate more time that I don’t have to the 
church. (Sound like anyone you know?)  
 
I’m here to say thank you to everyone that is giving their time 
and talents to Vernon. Our goal was to save money by not 
paying vendors to come and fix something that we can do      
ourselves.  We don’t pay for all the beautiful landscaping,     
flowers, trees and bushes around the church. We have a group 
that do all the gardening around here. Thank you to Lorry      
Taylor, Carol Mainwaring, Karen Halt, Marilyn Ottum, Barb     
Larson, Jackie Schmitter and Chris Peterson. Our property looks 
fabulous. Thanks to all your Love and talents. Price-less. 
 
We received a 50-thousand-dollar anonymous gift to finish up all  
the roofs we should be good for the next 15 years or so. A  
50-thousand-dollars donation! Someone really wants us to 
thrive and continue to do Gods work and spread his Love. Thank 
you. 
 
Our big outdoor light up sign went hay wire. Really had a big 
flash going on and it was like from the twilight zone when you 
drove by. Adam & Alison Moe donated their time and talent to 
getting that repaired. With new LED bulbs and all the fixings. It 
was a pretty penny that was donated as well as time. (The girls 
Maddy and Sydney were here as well and I was able to spend 
some time with them) LOVE IT!!! What a generous donation 
from this family as well. 
 
Stay Tuned: More inspirational stories of our Stewardship next 
month.  
 
Submitted by: Shari Higgins 

Princess 

Warrior  

Jade Wampole 

UPDATE  

Jade is home.  She was discharged Wednesday.  An in home nurse 
came to teach us how to administer her antibiotic at home.  She 
was also able to give Jade her chemo in home so we didn’t have to 
take trips back to the hospital this week.  Jade is very happy to be 
home.  She spent some time giving her Papas and Uncle haircuts. 

Jade is still weak from intense chemo and the infection, but she 
has been improving each day.  Thank you to everyone for your 
continued thoughts and prayers.  We are blessed with amazing 
friends and family.  

Jade is HomeJournal entry by Jenna Wampole — Sep 12 

166 Quilts headed to  Pine Ridge    

Reservation - 

Thank you Quilters for all your hard 

work and dedication to this      

wonderful ministry.  

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/warriorprincessjade/journal/view/id/5f5d5626d73a0976308b47f0


As my wife and I are earnestly searching for a home closer to 
Vernon I thought I’d share some fun facts about my family with 
all of you! 

 

Here are some fun facts: 

 

My wife and I have been married for 13 years (July 28th, 2007).   

 

We met in College (Her at Winona-Me at UWSP).  I was playing 
a show (I had a college band) in Winona and she came to see us 
play….and fell deeply in love with me that night-at least that’s 
how I remember it.  Her story could differ… 

 

We had 3 boys in two years (we’re overachievers) Johnny came 
first (by one minute), then Owen, and then Henry 18 months 
later! 

 

We are a unique Cub Fan/Packer Fan household (I consider us 
enlightened) 

 

We love ANYTHING outdoors as a family.  My wife and kids 
LOVE to swim (I don’t really know how to swim…) 

 

All three boys are in football leagues in Kenosha.   

 

My wife and I love to golf (we just started teaching the 
boys….It’s been a struggle…) 

 

We LOVE good Italian pizza! 

 

PASTOR JOHN... 

 

On Sunday November 1, we will be offering a media tribute to honor 

the “new saints” and those “departed saints” that have been sent 

home to Jesus.   

We will be doing this by showing photos of our newly baptized saints 

and those that have passed on since last All Saints Day in 2019. 

The media tribute is a great opportunity for the congregation to see 

and pray and remember all the saints as well. 

If possible, PLEASE EMAIL PHOTOS of your beloved saints to 

office@vernon-elca.org by October 22. If not, you can drop off the 

pictures at the office.  Be sure to put names on the back, and they 

will be returned to you. This is a very firm date because of media   

considerations. If you cannot send any pictures, the name of your 

loved one will still be projected. 

If you have any questions, please contact the office at 262-363-7131. 

        

        

        

        

        

We will not be hosting the Community Dinner this year. After discussions & 
prayerful thoughts the committee has decided we would cancel this years 
because all that's going on.  A big thank you too everyone who has helped 
out in precious years. Looking forward to many more dinners. 

SO MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR NOV. 17th, 2021 WE WILL BE BACK 

                                       Any question ask Jackie Schmitter 262-378-4584 

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org

