
 

Christmas Eve Worship   Tuesday, December 24, 2019   3pm and 5pm 

 

Prelude Silent Night    VELC Handbell Choir 

   

The Gathering 

 

*Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful Red Hymnal # 283 

  Wally Eckart Trumpet  

*Greeting                                             

 

*Prayer of the Day - ALL:   Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the  true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the rightness of 

his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

 

Special Music Away in the Manger  Sue Johnson, piano 

                                                                                                              Ann Morrow, cello 

The Word 

God’s Promise of the Messiah  Isaiah 9:2, 11:1-3, 9:6 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. A shoot shall come out from the stock of  Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Special Music Mary Did You Know                           Liturgical Dance:  Stephanie Carrillo  

  & Taylor Wegner 

  The Prophecy Fulfilled -  Matthew 1:18-23  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her  quietly. But just when he 

had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 

are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been     

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him   

Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 



*Hymn  O Come O Come, Emmanuel Red Hymnal # 257 v 1-3 

 

The Savior is Born - Luke 2:1-7 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 

first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be           

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called             

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to       

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Special Music Do You Hear What I Hear Patience Henry, piano 

   

The Angels Announce Jesus’ Birth - Luke 2:8-14 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!’ 

 

*Hymn Hark, the Herald Angels Sing Red Hymnal # 270 

      Wally Eckart, trumpet 

Shepherds Come and Worship - Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to  

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 

*Hymn Go Tell it on the Mountain  Red Hymnal #290 

  led by Pastor Dave 



 

The Wisemen Come and Worship - Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all       

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 

by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by   

another road. 

 

Offering Carol of the Bells    VELC Handbell Choir 

*Hymn What Child is This? Red Hymnal #296 

Light and Love Have Come at Christmas - John 1:1-5 and 14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the      

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

Special music O, Little Town of Bethlehem Beth Nicoson,   
 Doug & Kay Simpkin 

Advent Creed 

Christmas Prayer/Lighting of Candles 

(The ceremony of light begins with Pastor lighting the candle from the Christ Candle. Ushers light their candles 
and proceed to those on the end of the pews to light their candles and pass from person to person, until all 
have the light from the Christ Candle.  Lighted candles are never tilted, but held upright. Watch children    
closely.  Please join together in song.)   



 

 

*Hymn  Silent Night Red Hymnal # 281 

The Meal 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer/ Candles are extinguished after the Lord’s Prayer. 

The Distribution  What Child Is This  Ann Morrow, cello 

  Sue Johnson, piano 

*All are welcome at the table and we receive the sacrament by intinction. 

Christmas Benediction   

*Closing Hymn Joy to the World Red Hymnal # 267                                                                                                                 
  Wally Eckart, trumpet 

Dismissal - Go in hope, peace, joy, and love. Jesus, our Savior is born. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  Merry Christmas. 

Postlude                                                 Hallelujah Chorus                               Sue Johnson,piano 

 

Particular thank yous and blessings to all who made our Christmas services so special by serving our congregation as    

Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants and Media. You make our time  together here run smoothly. 

Thank you to our readers 3pm –Dick Ohm & Beth Nicoson & Brandon Serkowski 

                                              5pm-Don Halt & Al Galkowski 

And thank you to all our talented musicians, including Sue Johnson, Ann Morrow, Patience Henry,  Wally Eckart, Pastor 

Dave, Peg Eckart, Laura Chandler, Sharon Merkel, Chris Peterson, Beth Nicoson, Kay Simpkin, Doug Simpkin! And thank 

you to our talented dancers: Taylor Wegner & Stephanie  Carrillo. 

 

    

Please join us for Sunday Worship 

                                                                                  December 29, 9:15am (One Service Only) 

                                                                                                January 5, 8:15am & 10:15am  

 

 

 

Visit our website for more information 

               www.vernon-elca.org 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/


Thank you to all the families who donated the poinsettia 

plants that adorn the sanctuary. 

 

Ted  J. Bachhuber 

            In memory of Raymond Bachhuber 

Kathy Fluder 

 In memory of Evelyn Zarek and Karen Fluder 

 The Giuliani Family 

 In memory of Beverly and Raymond Giuliani, Beverly and 
Peter Schmidt, Melissa and Sue Giuliani, Glori Mizgala, and 
Gertrude Nedset 

Dawn Henkhaus 

 In honor of the wonderful staff and volunteers at VELC 

Kay Johnson 

 In honor of her beautiful family 

Kristin Kamenar 

 In memory of Richard Kamenar 

Janet Kaucic             

Barbara Kovalaske 

 In memory of Don Kovalaske 

Barb Larson 

 In memory of my parents Edward & Dorothy 

 In memory of Russ’ parents George & Dorothy 

Debby Plehn 

 In memory of Loren and Frances Plehn 

Kay & Doug Simpkin 

Thomas C. Varrelmann  

 In memory of his wife Jean Varrelmann 

 Anonymous 

 In honor of Jackie Schmitter for all she does 

Christmas 2019 


