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The Year of Hope 

Mission of the Month for December  
Seminary and School of Theology 

Thank you for Turkeys for Thanksgiving 
Generous Givers: $520.00 was received from the October free-
will offering for the Faith Santa Fe church to purchase turkeys for 
their Thanksgiving food pantry baskets. A check was presented 
to Pastor Suero at the VELC community Thanksgiving dinner held 
in November. Musicians from Faith Santa Fe provided 
entertainment during the dinner. A warm heartfelt thank you to 
VELC Generous Givers who assisted in providing an abundant 
Thanksgiving dinner for those who use the Faith Santa Fe food 
pantry. 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7  
Any questions, let me know. 
Marilyn  

 

Everyone has a reason to ask for prayer 
occasionally. Please send prayer requests by 
email to office@vernon-elca.org or phone 
262-363-7131. After office hours, prayers 
can be requested by emailing Shari Higgins 

We are planning on giving a scholarship to a deserving student of 

Theology at Concordia University. 

Concordia University Wisconsin is a Lutheran higher education 

community committed to helping students develop in mind, body, 

and spirit for service to Christ in the Church and the world.  

The university educates students across a broad range of           

professional fields, and also offers professional church career   

education in the areas of Pre-Seminary studies, Lutheran teacher 

training, parish music, and church ministries leadership.  

For more information, please see their website WWW.CUW.EDU 

https://www.vernon-elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
262-363-7131


OUR MISSION:  God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES:  Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship               

†  Mission Focus  †  Faith Formation 

Baptism Celebrations  

November 3rd-Jace Michael Wampole, child of Jenna 
and Jake Wampole.  

November 10th-Hayden Thomas Strerath, child of    
Thomas and Breanna Strerath 

 

 

 

  

 

One of our Baptismal promises is to put the Word 
of God in the hands of our children.  VELC honors 
this promise by providing a Bible for all youth 3rd 
grade and older who do not have a Bible.  If you 
are interested in getting a Bible for your child 
please contact:  
 Kay Johnson at education@vernon-elca.org 

Please Keep the Call Committee in your Prayers 

The Call Committee had their orientation meeting with Pastor Kristin 
Nielsen, Assistant to the Bishop for Congregations in  Mission,     
Monday, November 11th. Pastor Dave and Shari Higgins were also in 
attendance.   

It was a very informative and educational meeting for the Call Team. 
The changes that were discussed and made at our Town Hall 
Meeting on October 22nd to the Ministry Site Profile were approved 
at the November Council Meeting, and the Profile has been sent to 
the Synod.  While the Call Team is preparing for candidates, the    
Synod will be reviewing the Profile and will make it available to     
Pastors that are looking for a call.   

The committee met again on Monday, November 18th to begin    
preparing for the interview process by reviewing the Ministry Site 
Profile. We scheduled meetings for December 3rd and 18th to work 
on questions, and our process for interviewing. When ready, we will 
have a mock interview to make any tweaks to our process and then 
let the Synod know we are ready for them to share names of those     
interested in Vernon.  

We ask that you will continually pray that the Holy Spirit will guide 
the Call Committee as we move into the next step of the call          
process.   

Thank you. Sue Johnson, Sheri Obluck, Deb Fredlund, Mike              
Simonson, Andy Wegner, and Denise Peterson, Call Committee  
Chairperson  

Invite Someone to Christmas Eve Worship at        
3:00PM and 5:00 PM 

Christmas Eve worship will include the reading of the 
Christmas Story, special music, the singing of beloved 
Christmas Hymns, candlelight, a children’s song and gifts 
for the kids, holy communion, and warm holiday           
fellowship. Someone you know is hoping they will have 
a place to celebrate Christmas! Be an angel - invite 
them! Be a star - guide them to VELC! 

**VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE** 

Daily Grace 

“God beyond time, help us to live in the tension 

between what you have done and what you will do, 

and into the truth that Christ will come again. Amen” 

More Advent prayers and devotions are available at www.elca.org  

mailto:education@vernon-elca.org


Quilting  
We hope you were in church on November 10th to see all the 
beautiful quilts we made this past year.  On November 12th we 
delivered 210 quilts to the warehouse for delivery to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation.  So now we start over and will need more 
mattress pads, sheets, drapes, curtains, and material again to do 
this great mission. Thank you for all your 
donations, as you saw we go thorough a lot to 
materials.   

We hope you have a wonderful holiday. 

Christmas Blessings at Vernon Lutheran Church  

 Jesus’ birth fills us with awe and wonder. Below are 
some of the heavenly gifts for which I am especially thankful 
this year: 

 Children’s Christmas Program, the Call Committee’s initial 
work and the Church Council. 

 Hundred Ninety Eight quilts for the Lakota People, and the 
humble church volunteers who make VELC shine during the 
holiday season and throughout the year. 

 Raising of the roof, and the ringing of bells for the          
Salvation Army organized by Shari Higgins.  

 Invitations extended to neighbors, relatives and                
co-workers to attend Christmas Eve services. 

 Special music that makes the holidays so wonderful, and 
our new secretary Dawn who has survived this busy season.   

 Thanksgiving Dinner for Santa Fe from which the yummy 
smells still linger in the building. 

 Mission Exploration team’s fine work in writing the        
Ministry Site Profile that will give guidance to the Synod 
and pastoral candidates. 

 Advent blessings of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love that sustain 
us throughout the year. 

 Synod’s partnership in guiding the Call process, and   
prayerfully lining up possible candidates to interview. 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth; 

we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the    
Father.” John 1:14 

 

Interim Pastor Dave Patterson 

Caring Hearts and Hands 

There have been many colorful hats and mittens and gloves   
added to our tree this year.  Thank you for decorating it so    
nicely. We will be collecting through DEC 8th.  If you don’t get to 
add to the tree, you can still drop any items off in the office and 
we will get them to cold hands and heads.  Thank you for the  
donations of yarn to us.  They make great hats and mittens.  We 
will be making prayer shawls, lap afghans                                         
and continue to make mittens and hats                                                   
for next year. 

Holiday Cut Out Cookies Needed! 
Holiday times are approaching sooner than we realize. 
The youth are in need of baked cutout holiday cookies. 
They can be dropped off in the kitchen now until the 
first week of December. We will  decorate cookies and 
have a cookie sale of the cookies that we decorated on 
Sunday December 8th between services. We would like 
to make a platter for the Mukwonago Fire Department, 
Police Station and Vernon’s Fire Department to give 
thanks for all they do for us! We will also decorate 
cookies for the Young at Heart cookie drive for our 
brother and sister that can’t make it to church often.  
We always have big plans and need your help to make 
it happen. 



HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MINISTRY:  

 
Thank you to the following people for caring and for providing a 
shelter meal for those less fortunate in November. This is an 
important ministry and we thank them for their participation:  
Kristin Kamenar, Sheri Obluck, Debby Plehn, Lorry Taylor, and 
Deb Teresinski. Sign up whenever you’d like to participate. 
 
For more information,  
go to   http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/ 
 
Holiday shopping has begun, so please consider. DONATION 
NEEDS: As the cold weather approaches, the Hebron House is in 
need of ground coffee.  They have a warm pot of coffee on for 
guests and stop ins all day long.  Hebron House is always in need 
of feminine products, dish soap and laundry soap.  Please bring 
any donations to church. Thank you! Any donations are 
appreciated. 

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a 
way to remember a special day in your life. 

Anniversary    Birthday         In Memory of a loved one 
Baptism          Graduation    Civic remembrance  
 
Cut or potted flowers/plants can  be ordered from any 
local florist/greenhouse, or simply picked from your own 
garden.  (No artificial flowers please – with the 
exception of donations from weddings or funerals.) You can bring them to 
church yourself or have them delivered. Please contact the  church office 
for delivery.  

SHRIMP FUNDRAISER  

Thank you to everyone who purchased the delicious colossal 

shrimp. Please let me know if this is a  fundraiser we would like 

to have again in 2020.  $234 was raised 

for Vernon. Every little bit helps.  I hope 

you all enjoy!   -Thanks, Shari 

Looking For Volunteers To Assist Pastor During Worship 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT JOB DESCRIPTION 

Assist the pastor during Traditional services approximately one or 

two Sundays per month and may include any or all of the following: 

1    Read Intro for forgiveness, such as ELW, page 95 

2    Lead Prayer of the Day  (in bulletin, on screen) 

3    Read Bible lesson    (in bulletin, on screen) 

4    Lead Apostles’ Creed    (on screen) 

5    Read Prayers of the People (Pastor will add additional prayers) 

6    Assist with communion if needed 

7    Read dismissal (on screen) 

If you are interested, please contact a Worship & Music team 

member or Pastor Dave. 

* PLEASE NOTE OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS * 

The office will be closed on December 24, 25, 26, 31 and  

January 1 & 2 

COOKIES COOKIES and MORE COOKIES  

 Again we will be putting together boxes of cookies for our 
shut ins or anyone who needs some TLC.  If you would like 
to bake a batch or 2, bring to the quilter’s room on Wed. 
DEC 18th by 10:30 , We will then fill the boxes. 

 Come join us for fellowship & make someone feel good. 

              Any question call Jackie Schmitter 378-4584 

http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/


  

 

Young at Heart Bible Study - Angels in Scripture and at 
Christmas 

Wednesday, December 4th at 10:30 AM 

Come join us for a yuletide Bible Study that will look at angels in 
the Bible, and how they announced Christ’s birth. In addition to 
the study led by Pastor Dave, we will sing Christmas songs, play a 
holiday game, enjoy a great meal and share Christmas memories, 
traditions and holiday plans. Don’t be a Grinch, come and join  
us! 

 

Sunday Morning November Bible Study at 9:15 AM  

      November and December Pastor Dave’s Sunday Morning 

Adult Bible Study that meets at 9:15 continues looking at 

topics in preparation of calling the New Pastor: “What 

Does the Bible Teach about Youth and Family Ministry”; 

“What Does the Bible Teach about Spiritual Formation/

Direction?”; “What Does the Bible Teach about Building a 

Sense of Community?; “What Does the Bible Teach about 

Welcoming the New Pastor?”. All are welcome to attend!  

Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

 

 

 2020 Mission of the Month  

Vernon Lutheran Church  

“Share the Love” 

John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 

one another. By this all people will know that you are my   

disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

January / February Mukwonago Food Pantry  

March / April Lutherdale Bible Camp  

May / June United Way – School Supplies  

July / August Bichon and Little Buddies Rescue  

September /October Pantanumbe  

November / December The Linus Project & Samaritan’s Feet  

**OTHER Ongoing Missions at Vernon  

Faith Santa Fe – Rice and Beans  

Mt Meru Coffee  

Monthly Meals for Hebron House  

Non-perishable item for the Mukwonago Food Pantry  

 

HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE 

December 8th   

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/
tel:262-363-7131


Committee News and Events December  

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
 Our next meeting will be on THURSDAY, December 12, at 7pm.  

All congregation members are welcome to attend Council 
meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report for October 2019 
Calendar of Events for December 

 
“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 

No Sunday Education this month 
Christmas Program  

 
No Confirmation December 25th &  

      January 1st  

 On December 18th-  

Class will be Ringing-Bells for the Salvation Army 2-4pm  

December 15th 9:15am Worship (Only One Service) Christmas 

Program. Youth Sunday –Please sign up to be Greeters, 

Acolyte, Serve Communion and Usher. Please, please sign up 

ahead of time by the youth bulletin board.  

Special Events: 

Decorating Holiday Cookies November 29th 10am 

             December 4th 4:30pm 

Midnight Magic Parade –Sign up to walk and hand out candy. 

Youth Holiday Cookie Sale    December 8th 8am-Noon 

Any question please call or text Shari at 262-547-7872 or at 

shari-h@wi.rr.com  

 

Vernon’s 

† 

Vernon’s 

† 

October 2019 
 Income     $13,140.00 
 Expense   $13,710.10 

       Negative   ($    570.10)         
 

 Year to Date 2019  
 Income      $153,349.66 
 Expense    $156,617.21 

Negative    ($  3,267.55) 

 

UPDATE FROM CONGREGATION MEETING 

On Sunday 17 November at the Congregation meeting I was 
asked how much we had in savings.  I want to report that after 
the last section of roof is paid for we will have $61,750.  In       
addition, the question was asked if we would have any money 
left in the dedicated building fund after the final roof               
payment.  Again, I gave an estimate but the actual number is 
$3,500.  If you ever have any questions regarding the finances 
of your church please do not hesitate to ask me or Chris       
Peterson, VP Finance.  

 Thank you. 

 Debby Plehn 

 Treasurer 

 Vernon Lutheran Church 



Check out the Activities planned for December. 

Wednesday, December 4th - @ VELC10:30am  

 Bible Study with lunch to follow. 

Thursday, December 5th - @ VELC 10:30am   

 Crafts…Join us as we make ornaments and package 

 tags with scrabble letters. See sign up board for details. 

 Saturday, December 7th– Midnight Magic all day 

 Parade begins in Mukwonago at 3:00pm 

 Tour the Red Brick Museum from 4-9pm. 

Sunday, December 8th- immediately after 9:15 service @ VELC 

 there will be Blood Pressure Screening 

Tuesday, December 10th - @ VELC 9:00-3:00pm  

 Quilting.  Bring your own lunch. 

Wednesday, December 11th - @VELC 10:30am 

 Join us for Adult Coloring with Carol Mainwaring.  

 All supplies included.  Lunch to follow. 

Tuesday, December 17th – 9:00-3:00pm  

 Quilting.  Bring your own lunch. 

Wednesday, December 18th – 10:30am.  

 Help us package and deliver cookies to our Shut-ins. 

 Bring your cookies to church on Tuesday, December 17  

 or Wednesday morning.  See sign up board.  

Tuesday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 

 Church services @ VELC 3:00 and 5:00  

Wednesday, December 25th – Merry Christmas! 

Tuesday, December 31st – New Year’s Eve! 

 

Note: there will be no movies or lunch bunch listed for December 

***exercise in Shepherd Hall every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 

 Again, a great day for reaching out  with our faith  to our sister 
church  Faith Santa Fe , the community & the food pantry in love & 
fellowship... A big thank you for the  people who were  servers, cooks, 
setting up, office help, cleanup , delivered dinners & everyone else 
involved. Served about 100 people & 20 take outs. Next year will be our 
10th year we have been doing this dinner. So come again & bring a 
friend.  A big THANK YOU to The Turkey Dinner Committee Deb Fredlund, 
Janet Kaucic & Judi Schlitt. A great job well done. 

God's Blessings on all!   -Jackie  

The 2019 Kettle Campaign is going on. If you want 
to ring bells for The Salvation Army at the 
Mukwonago Pick N Save. Dec 11th 10am-12noon 
(North & South Doors) Please sign up at the “What’s 
Happening Wall” in the narthex. If you have any 
questions, please see Shari. 

Sal-
vatio

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES   

 

December 15th –One service 9:15am  

       Youth Christmas Program 

December 24th –Christmas Eve 3pm & 5pm 

December 29th-**One Service at 9:15am 

 

 USHERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS EVE  

There will be 2 services-3:00pm & 5:00pm.  Please sign up on the  

                              on The What's Happening Board. 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


Mt. Meru Coffee  Project~~~ 
Asante Sana!!!!!! 
After my Patanumbe presentation, several of 
you inquired how to donate to Patanumbe for 
maize.  Make your check out to VELC and put 
"Patanumbe" on the memo line.  Your money 
will go into Patanumbe's fund and it will be 
available early next year when we will likely 
need to donate maize due to the drought in the 
Patanumbe area.  Thanks so much for thinking of 
our brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Meru. 
Don't forget to visit the coffee display in the narthex.  I have 
stocked it with all of our wonderful Mt. Meru Coffee. There is 
a sign-up sheet for the Christmas sampler with delivery the 
first week in December. Christmas is coming, I have stocked 
up on all of our delicious coffees for you to purchase for that 
special person on your list! In  addition to our usual products,  
I have also filled several coffee mugs with a  pillow pack of 
either our regular or decaf drip for that teacher on the list 
who has everything - but not Mt. Meru coffee!!   

Either see me to pay or put a check made out to VELC with 
"coffee" on the memo line in the offering plate.  Our coffee 
farmers say "Asante Sana!!"    

 
Blood Pressure screening 
Second Sunday of every month 
between church services 

Exercise Class  

We have an exercise session at VELC three times a week. Please join us 

for an exercise class instructed by Wendy Rudolph. Shepherd Hall will 

be open for this class every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday morning  at 

8:30am. Classes end December 19th and will resume again Monday, 

January 6th.  

Bring your yoga mat! Cost is only $10 for the whole year! 

Our Faith Santa Fe Ministry, is looking for a new person 
to be the liaison with Faith Santa Fe (Mission). Marilyn 
Ottum will be stepping down at the end of the year.  

If you are interested in the mission please see Marilyn 
for more information about the mission or contact   
anyone of the council members. 

Thank you, Marilyn for your many years of time and 
service on the behalf of Vernon.  

 Shari Higgins President of Vernon 

VELC will be participating in the “Midnight Magic Parade” Dec. 7th 

Want to join us handing out candy at the parade?  

Contact Shari Higgins  

All are welcome. 

 

Adult Mission Trip  

It's Time to Check Your Calendar: The 2020 Mission Trip for Adults is now  

forming. We are  heading  to the Panhandle of Florida, to help those affected 

by Hurricane Michael.  There was an informational meeting in November. 

There is a  Participant Meeting: Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s  

Lutheran Church Waukesha.  Please tell others about this trip.  

Questions see Shari Higgins if interested! 


