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The Year of Hope 
Mission of the Month for October 

Faith/Santa Fe community 

Thank you to everyone who contributed in any 
way to Patanumbe Sunday, September 8, 2019   
 
Whether you  

 donated to the auctions,  

 put money in the noisy offering,  

 attended the auctions, 

 bought some of the goodies,  

 or came to worship,  
please know that you are appreciated. 
 
With your help, we were able to raise $5,165 for Patanumbe Parish! 

asante sana!! 

Turkeys for Thanksgiving 
 

The October mission of the month is the Faith Santa Fe food 
pantry turkey donation. Faith Santa Fe’s food pantry supports 
approximately 140 families through their program. Several 
years ago, the food pantry ran out of turkeys for their Thanksgiving food 
baskets. Since that time, VELC has been helping Faith Santa Fe ensure 
that there would be a turkey in every Thanksgiving basket. 
 
A free-will offering will be collected after each church service on Sunday 
October 6th, October 13th and October 27th. $15 to $20 will provide a 
good sized turkey for a family Thanksgiving food basket. Offering 
baskets can be found at each door as people leave the church sanctuary. 
Cash donations or checks made out to VELC specifying turkeys on the 
memo line will be accepted.  
 
A reciprocal relationship has developed between VELC and Faith Santa 
Fe through their food pantry program and the music provided by Faith 
Santa Fe musicians at the annual November VELC community 
Thanksgiving dinner.  
 
There are also opportunities to assist in the Faith Santa Fe food pantry on 
Friday mornings along with VELC’s ongoing food collection of beans, 
rice and sugar. For further information, please 
contact Marilyn Ottum.   
 
Thank you for your generous hearts and spirit. 
 
Marilyn Ottum, VELC Liaison to Faith Santa Fe  

https://www.vernon-elca.org


Everyone has a reason to ask for prayer 
occasionally. Please send prayer requests by email 
to office@vernon-elca.org or phone 262-363-
7131. After office hours, prayers can be requested 
by emailing Shari Higgins at shari-h@wi.rr.com  
or call 262-547-7872. 
 
Perhaps you are feeling led to join our prayer 
team. Please email the church office at 
office@vernon-elca.org to get connected. 

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a 
way to remember a special day in your life. 

 
 
Anniversary    Birthday         In Memory of a loved one 
Baptism          Graduation    Civic remembrance 
 
 

Cut or potted flowers/plants can  be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or 
funerals.) 
You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered. Please 
contact the  church office for delivery.  

Looking for something to do? 
Before you know it….!  There will be 
leaves to rake and winterizing to do. 
Plan ahead to be available to help your 
congregation brothers and sisters for 
these never-ending chores. 

Please ask for help on any projects 
that are getting a little harder each 
year.  

Blessings to you as you look for ways you can help each other. And 
let people know you are available.  

Contact the office at 262-363-7131, office@vernon-elca.org, or stop 
in and chat. We’ll get you connected. 

For the disciples of Vernon ELCA: 

Important Town Hall Meeting  
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 7pm 
 
A Town Hall members meeting will be held after you receive a copy 
of the Mission Site Profile (MSP). The profile and agenda will be sent 

to you by way of email on October 3.     
Members that we don’t have an email address for will receive the 
documents by way of United States Postal Service. The MET poll will 
end October 1, and the results will also be sent. This is your 
opportunity to review the Mission Site Profile before the meeting.   
 
The congregation is invited to come and hear the results of the Profile 
study, pose questions and have a discussion with the Bishop and synod 
staff present. 
 
We will have some copies of the MSP available for those who want to 
pick one up the night of the meeting. 
 
Agenda for Town Hall Meeting – October 22 will be posted on the 
board by the office. 
 
Any questions, please see Pastor Dave or Shari Higgins 

Meet the 2019 Call Committee: 
Sue Johnson, Denise Peterson, Sherry Obluck, Mike Simonson and Deb 
Fredlund 
 
Thank you to everyone who showed interest in being on the team. Our 
meeting with the Bishop is scheduled October 22 at 7pm to go over the 
ministry profile. All are welcome to join this meeting.  
 
The responsibility of this committee is as follows: 
 
C13.04.04. Call Committee 
The calling of a pastor represents a valuable partnership between God, the 
calling congregation and the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. This committee serves after the Mission 
Exploration Process (refer to synod Call Process Manual) is complete. It is 
responsible for: 
a. Receiving names from the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. 
b. Determining the candidate visit and interview process. 
c. Conducting interviews and bringing a candidate to the congregation. 
 
An ideal Call Process builds on trust, openness, and good communication. 

NOTE DATE CHANGE  

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
262-363-7131
262-363-7131
mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com
tel:262-547-7872
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


What Does the Bible Say About Pastors? 
By Interim Pastor Dave Patterson 

 
In the ELCA Service of Ordination we read: “All baptized 

Christians are called to share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
in the world, to the glory of God and for the sake of the human 
family and the whole creation. According to apostolic usage, 
ordained clergy are entrusted with the office of word and sacrament. 
Below are the specific pastoral responsibilities (along with scriptural 
references) that are listed in the ELCA Letter of Call for Ordained 
Clergy: 
 “To preach and teach the Word of God in accordance with 

the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran confessions.”  
      I Corinthians 1:17-18  
 “To administer Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 & I Corinthians: 11:23-26  
 “To lead the congregation in worship.” Acts 6:2  
 “To proclaim the forgiveness of sins.” John 20:21  
 “To provide pastoral care.” Matthew 25: 34-35  
 “To speak for justice in behalf of the poor and oppressed.” 

Amos  5:23-24  
 “To encourage persons to prepare for the ministry of the 

Gospel.” II Timothy 1:6-7  
 “To impart knowledge of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and its wider ministry.” Jeremiah 3:15  
 “To endeavor to increase support given by our congregation 

to the work of our whole church.” Philippians 2:4  
 “To equip the members of the congregation for witness and 

service.” Ephesians 4:15-16   
 “To guide the members of the congregation in proclaiming 

God’s love through word and deed.” I Corinthians 11:1   
 
 As the members of Vernon Lutheran Church, our Bishop 

and the Synod Staff have been praying, and preparing to begin the 
call process of VELC’s next Pastor, be assured that the Holy Spirit 
is at work, and will send a gifted messenger of Jesus Christ who will 
serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation, and humbly 
serve Christ as a steward of the mysteries of God. 

 
“But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who 

labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 
esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among 

yourselves.” I Thessalonians 5:12-13  

Quilting  
We are working hard and creating a lot of beautiful 
quilts.  We are in constant need of  mattress pads, 
blankets, sheets, drapes or anything that would 
work for fillers.   

Come join us on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month any 
time from 9am to 3pm. We have room for more. Thank you for all the 
great donations you have dropped off for us. 

**Life Line Screening 
Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church will be hosting 
Life Line Screenings on Monday, October 28, 2019 

 
Life Line Screening looks inside your arteries for dangerous plaque buildup 
that can increase your risk for stroke and cardiovascular disease. The best 
prevention is early detection of risk, enabling you and your doctor to take 
action to keep you healthy and independent for as long as possible. Life Line 
Screening has been in business for more than 20 years and has screened more 
than 8 million people. 
 
Take advantage of Life Line Screening’s Community Circle discounts 
As part of the Community Circle, you are entitled to discounted pricing and 
premium customer service from a dedicated Life Line Screening Community 
Circle representative.  
 
Simple, Non-Invasive, and Painless 
In a little more than 90 minutes, you can receive painless, non-invasive 
screenings to look for:  

 Carotid Artery Plaque, a major risk factor for stroke 

 Atrial Fibrillation, which can increase the risk of stroke by 5-times 

 Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, a silent but dangerous enlargement of the 
largest blood vessel in the body 

 Peripheral Arterial Disease (plaque buildup in the lower extremities), also 
a risk factor for stroke and cardiovascular disease 

 
Simple finger-stick blood tests are also available. 
Accurate 
The technology we utilize is the same found in leading hospitals, and all results 
are reviewed by a board-certified physician before they are sent to you, within 
three weeks of your screening. 
Convenient 
Call 800.718.0961 to SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY. 
Questions   Call or  see Shar i Higgins 262-547-7872 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=1+Corinthians+11%3A1&ver=niv
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=1+Corinthians+11%3A1&ver=niv


HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MINISTRY:  
 
Thank you to the following people for caring and for providing a shelter 
meal for those less fortunate in September. This is an important ministry 
and we thank them for their participation: Shari Higgins, Kristin 
Kamenar, Sheri Obluck, Debby Plehn, Jackie Schmitter, and Deb 
Teresinski. 
 
Sign up whenever you’d like to participate. 
 
For more information,  
go to   http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/ 

Daily Grace 
   Our preoccupation with the weather and how we connect our 
feelings to nature’s seasons is odd. Just as this contradiction of 
connecting our feelings to nature’s seasons affects how we act 
and react, the same is true on our spiritual journey through the 
seasons of life. No season is so constant that we will experience 
only one emotion through it. 
   Folks are making their transition into eternal life, and we 
experience great sorrow. Babies are getting into position to make 
their debut on Earth. And we are overjoyed. There are feelings 
of pain that come with violence, then calming peace when we 
count our blessings at the end of the day. 
   No matter where we live there are seasons. Whether distinct or 
blurred, every season, every month, every week, every day calls 
us to journey down our winding roads of weather conditions and 
emotions with joy and thanksgiving.  by Valora K Starr 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod will have Dale Landgren 
joining us at the October 10 Council meeting. 
He will be here to have a listening session with us to make sure that our 
synod leadership is hearing the joys and challenges of each 
congregation. 
 The Synod’s new mission statement 
 Listen to what challenges you believe your congregation is having 
 Listen to what your initiatives as a congregation are in 2020. 
 
 
The Call committee will be meeting with Kristin Nielsen from the 
Synod office on Wednesday, October 23rd 6:00pm for orientation 
about how the call committee will move forward. Once again, meet the 
team; Chairperson Denise Peterson, Deb Fredlund, Sherry Obluck, 
Mike Simonson and Sue Johnson. Thank you for volunteering to be on 
this team. 

The property team needs help with 
getting the gutters clean on the church. 

It’s that time of year again. If you are willing to help, please 
contact Shari Higgins or Debby Plehn. 

Tanzania Mission Sunday - October 20th 
Vernon has been partners with the Patanumbe Parish in Tanzania, 

Africa since 1999. Since then several members of Vernon have visited 
the Parish and their Pastor Pallangyo, with whom they worshiped, 
attended choir concerts, visited schools, a hospital, an orphanage, a 
rehabilitation center, and farm projects, and witnessed how the church 
helps those in need cope with drought, hunger, malaria and HIV, and 
transportation difficulties. 

 
 To celebrate this partnership, on Sunday, October 

20th we are privileged to have Pastor Pallangyo from 
Tanzania with us, who will preach and help lead 
worship.  

 In between the services at 9:15, Pastor Pallangyo will 
also be available for a meet and greet, and for people 
learn more about the Patanumbe partnership.  

 On this Sunday, during the worship service Stephanie 
Carrillo will also perform a liturgical dance.  

 Please stay for the luncheon after the services. 

TECH 

USHERS 

GREETERS 

HELPER TEAM 

HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MAKERS 

There’s a spot for you! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/


On Sunday, September 8th a group of us from 
Vernon did roadside clean up. Can you believe 
we even had fun doing it!? Crazy, right! It is 
amazing how much littering people do. We 
found hubcaps. Karrie Henning was very 

proud of her find. We found knives, syringes, car wreck, e-cigs, set of 
keys, crowbar, blue ball, lottery tickets, beer cans, lots of 5-hour energy 
bottles, raccoon skeleton,  slithering snakes, giant walnut, princess 
lunchbox and every fast food restaurant you can think of. 
 
We had fellowship over pizza and talked about what we learned today. 
We learned that drivers just don’t care if you are there, 
fines should be higher for those who litter, and that we were very 
happy to help keep God’s world clean if only for a while. 
 
Thank you to Al, Ariana, Jake, Sue, David, Jen, Kyle, Karrie,  
Sophia, Clint, Alyssa, Ellie and Shari 

OUR MISSION: 
God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship  †  Mission Focus  †  Faith Formation 

October 2nd, Young at Heart Bible Study -  
“God’s Plan for Retirement” 

On Wednesday, October 2 at 10:30am all are invited to attend the 
Young at Heart Bible Study which will be led by Pastor Dave, looking 
at “God’s Plan for Retirement”. In addition to the Bible Study there are 
topical hymns, good discussion and questions, inspiring devotions, and 
a delicious meal and fellowship for those 
who wish to stay afterwards. Newcomers 
are always welcome! 

First Communion Instruction held on the Sundays of  
October 13th and 27th 

Students, Fifth Grade on up, who express the desire to receive Holy 
Communion, should plan on attending with their parents/guardians 
First Communion Instruction offered by Pastor Dave on Sundays 
October 13 and 27. Instruction will begin at noon and finish up at 
12:45pm. At the classes we will talk about the meaning of the 
Sacrament, its connection to Passover and Jesus’ death, and how God 
blesses us in this sacred meal. Those who complete the classes will 
receive their first communion on Sunday, November 3, at the service of 
their choosing. 

Giving Thanks on Reformation Sunday, October 27th 
On Sunday, October 27, Reformation Sunday, Protestants will 

recall how God, working through Martin Luther and other reformers, 
helped the church reclaim the basic tenants of Christianity: that we are 
saved by grace through faith; that God’s word, rather than reason or 
tradition, is the source, foundation and check for church doctrine and 
practices; that all people are at the same time both sinners yet saints; 
that laity and clergy are partners in the Gospel; that music, both 
traditional and contemporary, is an important component of Christian 
worship; that the baptized are to be nurtured through life-long learning, 
and that they need to follow their conscience and respectfully speak out 
against corrupt authorities and institutions. 

Sunday Adult Bible Class Continues to Help the Congregation with 
the Call Process 

In October Pastor Dave’s Sunday Bible Study at 9:15 am will look at 
the following topics: “What does the Bible teach about Pastoral Care 
and Visitation?”; “What does the Bible teach about Youth and Family 
Ministry?”; and “What does the Bible teach about Spiritual Formation/
Direction?” 

Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

Congratulations to Lori Remich,  
one of Vernon’s very own! 
 
Lori participates in the Wisconsin State Fair and wins many categories. In 

2019 she won:   The Division Ribbon for Harvesting Local Goodness 
 
1st place for Cheddar & Dill 
 
2nd place Creative Butter Mold 

 Cauliflower Leek Soup 
                 Tomato Basil Soup 
 
3rd place Key Lime Pie 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/
tel:262-363-7131


Committee News 
and Events 
—October 2019 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
 Our next meeting will be on THURSDAY, October 10, at 7pm.  

All congregation members are welcome to attend Council meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report for August 2019 

In September we always have a large property insurance bill. Without 
that, we would have been $400 to the good.  That, however, would 
not have gone too far to make up the amount of $3,638 we were 
behind for the year last month.  Last year at this time, we were up 
$4,400 for the year but we had not paid a Pastor for part of the year. 
Any questions, let me know.   

Treasurer’s Report: Repor ted by Debby Plehn  

August 2019 
Income     $14,648.21 
Expense   $18,590.13 
Negative   ($  3,941.92)         

Year to Date 2019 
Income      $121,505.61 
Expense    $129,107.12 
Negative     ($  7,601.51) 

The MET team conducted their final review of the Ministry  
Site Profile on Tuesday Sept. 17.  The team had a productive 
meeting followed by an appreciation dinner hosted by Mike  
and Michelle Simonson at their lovely Mukwonago country 
home!  
The Church Council has reviewed and has accepted the Ministry Site Profile 
document, which will soon be forwarded to the Congregation and then 
submitted to the Bishop at the planned October 22 meeting. We are still 
awaiting results of the poll which will close October 1. 
The Ministry Site Profile, meeting agenda, and poll results will be sent to the 
congregation via email. Members without an email address in church records 
will receive via USPS.  
The MET team would once again like to thank the Congregation for their open 
and honest feedback and communication during the Mission Exploration 
process. We pray the Holy Spirit will continue to guide and direct VELC and 
the Call Committee. 

Mission 
Exploration 
Team 

Calendar of Events for October 
 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 
 
Sunday Education Classes  

Sundays, October 6 ,13, 27, and 27, at 9:15am 

This class is open to all 6th – 12th grade. We meet every Sunday. This 

is such an important part of your faith journey with Christ. As your 

youth director, I highly recommend that you try to attend these classes 

on Sundays. Please pick up the registration form at the “What’s 

Happening at VELC” wall. 

Vernon’s 

† 

Vernon’s 

† 

We meet every Wednesday from 1:45pm - 4pm. We will pick up students at 

Parkview at 1:30pm and bring them to VELC. We will have fellowship 

time, late lunch and confirmation starts at 3pm.  

YOUTH SUNDAY -  Sunday, October 20 at 10am for the 

10:15am service –We have a guest speaker so please 

sign up to be part of this special day. We need 

Greeters, Acolyte, Serve Communion and Usher. 

Please, please sign up ahead of time by the youth 

bulletin board. 



Check out the activities planned for October. 

 

Wednesday, October 2 – @ VELC 10:30am   Bible Study  

Thursday, October 3 – @ VELC  10:30am   Crafts 

 … let’s make a cheesecloth ghost. See sign up board.

 Limit 10 

Tuesday, October 8  – @VELC  9:00-3:00pm   Quilting 

 Bring your lunch.  

Wednesday, October 9 - @VELC 10:30am 

 Lunch and Learn.  Come listen to Deb Teresinski as she 

 shares her pictures of her trip to Europe.  Lunch to follow. 

Sunday, October 13 -  immediately after 8:15 service @ 

 VELC there will be Blood Pressure Screening 

Tuesday, October 15 –    time to be determined  

 Join us at the movies!  Lunch to follow. 

Friday and Saturday, October 18 and 19 – 6:00pm-9:30pm 

 Jack-o-lantern Jaunt at Field Park in Mukwonago 

Saturday, October 19 – Sweetest Day 

 Don’t forget flowers and candy for the love in your life. 

Tuesday, October 22   – @VELC  9:00-3:00pm   Quilting    

 Bring your lunch.  

Wednesday, October 23  –   11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Chens. Sign up on activity board. 

Thursday, October 31 - @ VELC  10:30am 

 It’s Halloween. Join us for a games and a soup lunch. 

 Prizes if you wear a costume! 

 
 

Mark your calendar —  Wednesday, November 20th  
Our annual COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Watch for more information on the What’s Happening board.  
Again we will need pies, mashed potatoes, people to serve, people to 
setup and clean up. It’s a great time - come, join us!  

Looking 

ahead!    

Mission of the Month Team Planning Meeting 
Sunday, October 20, at 11am 

If you would like to join us, please attend. 
More information to come in the bulletin. 

Questions, see Shari Higgins 

Pastor Appreciation Day 
Sunday, October 13th 

Join us to have cake with Pastor Dave  
after worship. 

Congregation Fundraiser 
On Sunday, October 27, between services “Awesome Shrimp & 
Seafood Company” will be here at Vernon. Just in time for the holidays. 
They will have samples to try and, of course, we are going to be selling 
Colossal Shrimp. The funds raised will go into the general fund of 
Vernon. 
Ron from Awesome Shrimp loves to support small organizations and 
churches by providing material to help you pre-sell the all- natural 
Royal Red Colossal Shrimp. 

HELP WANTED:  Debbie Rush, our  office manager , has faithfully served 
VELC and God’s Kingdom during the last two years. She is moving on to a 
new job at Elkhorn First United Methodist Church in Elkhorn WI. VELC is 
looking for someone to fill this office staff position. Please recommend this job 
to anyone you know who might fit the position well. 

Stop in to thank and say goodbye to Debbie before her last day, Thursday, 
October 10. We give thanks for Debbie’s gifts, talents and partnership in the 
Gospel. “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


Mt. Meru Coffee  Project~~~ 

Our Mt. Meru coffee display offers several flavors 
and varieties for your coffee pleasure. Please stop 
in and purchase some coffee for your home and/or 
office.   
Help support our coffee farmers who use the money 
from your purchase of coffee to send their children 
to school, pay for medical care for their children, 
and make their lives a bit easier. 

Asante Sana!!!!!! 

Quilt Sunday    

is the second Sunday in November. 

Please join us to celebrate the massive amount of work that has been 

done by our Quilting team. We also celebrate the opportunity to 

participate in the Lord’s work by donating these quilts to the Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation. 

Come to church on Sunday, November 10, to see the magnificent 

display of color and patterns in the quilts before they are sent to Pine 

Ridge. 

 
Blood Pressure screening 
Second Sunday of every month 
between church services 

On Sunday November 3, we will be offering a media tribute to honor 

the “new saints” and those “departed saints” that have been sent home 

to Jesus.   

We will be doing this by showing photos of our newly baptized saints 

and those that have passed on since last All Saints Day in 2018. 

We did a media tribute last year and it is a very moving 

experience.  Also it gives the congregation an opportunity to see and 

pray and remember all the saints as well. 

If possible, PLEASE EMAIL PHOTOS of your beloved saints to 

office@vernon-elca.org by October 29. If not, you can drop off the 

pictures at the office.  Be sure to put names on the back, and they will 

be returned to you. This is a very firm date because of media 

considerations. If you cannot send any pictures, the name of your loved 

one will still be projected. 

If you have any questions, please contact the office at 262-363-7131. 

As of September 18th Confirmation is Off and Running 

Thirteen 7th and 8th Grade students are enrolled in this year’s 
two-year Confirmation Program. Pastor Dave, Shari Higgins, and 
parental volunteers, using  the Bible, Small Catechism, worksheets, 
activities, service projects, PowerPoint presentations, fellowship, 
memory work, discussion and prayer, help the Confirmands affirm 
their Baptisms and grow in faith, grace and understanding. This year 
the class will focus on the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer. 
Please pray for the confirmands, their parents, and the class leaders that 
this will be a great year of learning.     

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org

