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The Year of Hope 

August Mission of the Month 

Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child  

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped make this mission possible.  

You filled the 40 bins that I set as a goal. 

Like I said, they will be delivered in 

November, so they can be on their way to 

make some special child’s day!! 

Thanks again for your support with this very 

heartfelt and important mission. 

Yours in Christ, 

Debbie Strerath 

Mission of  the Month 

Patanumbe / Mt. Meru 

Sunday, September 8, is  

Patanumbe Sunday. 9:15am 

 

 

Bring your  

noisy offering! 

https://www.vernon-elca.org


Everyone has a reason to ask for prayer occasionally. Please send 
prayer requests by email to office@vernon-elca.org or phone 262-
363-7131. After office hours, prayers can be requested by emailing 
Shari Higgins at shari-h@wi.rr.com  or call 
262-547-7872. 
 
Perhaps you are feeling led to join our prayer 
team. Please email the church office at 
office@vernon-elca.org to get connected. 

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a 
way to remember a special day in your life. 

 
 
Anniversary    Birthday         In Memory of a loved one 
Baptism          Graduation    Civic remembrance 
 
 

Cut or potted flowers/plants can  be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or 
funerals.) 
You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered. Please 
contact the  church office for delivery.  

Looking for something to do? 
 

The leaves are starting to turn color and drop! It can be so beautiful! 
But it can also be a lot of work for some our congregation members. 
If you’ve got some spare time, please consider helping a church 
friend prepare for the colder months of the year. 

Please ask for help on those projects that are getting a little harder 
each year. Fall yard clean-up? Take curtains to the dry cleaner? Or 
need a ride to church? 

Please look for ways you can help each other. And let people know 
you are available.  

Contact the office at 262-363-7131, office@vernon-elca.org, or stop 
in and chat. We’ll get you connected. 

Calling all who are going to be teaching in the 
2019-2020 education year for Vernon. 
We want to install all educators on Sunday, September 15 at the 
10:15am service. 
 
If you lead or teach for Confirmation or Sunday education classes, hold 
Bible study or an Adult Study, we want you to be with us on September 
15 as Pastor Dave and the congregation welcome and bless us.  
We would like to recognize all of you. Please 
call the office 262-363-7131 or email 
office@vernon-elca.org with your name so we 
don’t miss anyone in the bulletin.  Thank you, 
Shari Higgins 

For the disciples of Vernon ELCA: 
Important Town Hall Meeting  
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 7pm 
 
A Town Hall members meeting will be held after you receive a copy of the 
Mission Site Profile (MSP). The profile and agenda will be sent to you by 
way of email and the United States Postal Service on Thursday, September 
19, 2019. This will be your opportunity to review the Mission Site Profile 
before the meeting.   
 
The congregation is invited to come and hear the results of the Profile 
study, pose questions and have a discussion with the Bishop and synod 
staff present. 
 
We will have some copies of the MSP available for those who want to pick 
one up the night of the meeting. 
 
Agenda for Town Hall Meeting – October 22 will be posted on the board 
by the office. 
 
Any questions please see Pastor Dave or Shari Higgins 

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
262-363-7131
262-363-7131
mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com
tel:262-547-7872
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


A message from Interim Pastor Patterson 
 

What to Do During this Time of Transition from Exploration to Call 
By Interim Pastor Dave Patterson 

 Express your gratitude to the Mission Exploration Team for the fine 
work they did in completing the Ministry Site Profile. 

 Give thanks for the open sharing of communication that the MET, Synod 
and Council fostered. 

 Say a prayer of appreciation for the many members who enthusiastically 
shared their hopes, dreams, constructive criticism and vision for the next 
chapter of the ministry and mission of VELC. 

 Thank the staff, church council, committee members and volunteers of 
Vernon Lutheran who during this interim time have tirelessly, and to the 
highest standards kept worship, education, fellowship, visitation, youth 
and outreach programs going. 

 Keep inviting unchurched neighbors, relatives and friends to the various 
programs that VELC offers. 

 Continue to go out of your way to greet and welcome visitors, strangers 
and newcomers. 

 Pray for the members of the Call Committee and the Church Council. 

 Share your thoughts, feelings, concerns and questions with the Call 
Committee. 

 Pray for Bishop Paul Erickson and the Synod staff as they prayerfully 
discern which pastoral candidates will best match the needs of the 
congregation and the Mukwonago community. 

 Pray that God will speak to the heart, and direct the ways of the pastoral 
candidate whom God is planning to send as your shepherd. 

 Be confident that God who began the good work here at Vernon, will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6). 

 Ask the Holy Spirit to give the members of VELC patience, discernment 
and unity. 

 Ask God to defend VELC during this time of transition from the attacks 
of Satan, the sinful world and the wicked inclinations of our flesh.  

 In a spirit of gratitude for God’s faithfulness, prayerfully consider 
increasing your giving of time, talents and treasure.  

 Attend Pastor’s Sunday School classes that will look at what the Bible 
says about church leadership and the Top Five Tasks (Plus One) that the 
congregation identified as being of utmost importance for the future 
Pastor - Preaching/Worship Leadership; Pastoral Care and Visitation; 
Youth and Family Ministry; Spiritual Formation/Direction; Building a 
Sense of Community; and Evangelism. 

 Know that as your Interim Pastor, I am so thankful for the opportunity to 
have served here, the wisdom and lessons you taught me, and that 
further, I could not be more proud of the mutual work we did as partners 
in the Gospel.  

“And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.” Jeremiah 3:15 

Quilting  
 We are working hard and creating a lot of beautiful 
quilts.  We are in constant need of  mattress pads, blankets, 
sheets, drapes or anything that would work for fillers.   

Come join us on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month from 9am 
to 3pm. Drop in anytime! Thank you for all the great donations you have 
dropped off for us. 

**Life Line Screening 
Vernon Evangelical Lutheran Church will be hosting 
Life Line Screenings on Monday, October 28, 2019. 

 
Life Line Screening looks inside your arteries for dangerous plaque buildup 
that can increase your risk for stroke and cardiovascular disease. The best 
prevention is early detection of risk, enabling you and your doctor to take 
action to keep you healthy and independent for as long as possible. Life Line 
Screening has been in business for more than 20 years and has screened more 
than 8 million people. 
Take advantage of Life Line Screening’s Community Circle discounts 
As part of the Community Circle, you are entitled to discounted pricing, and 
premium customer service from a dedicated Life Line Screening Community 
Circle representative.  
Simple, Non-Invasive, and Painless 
In a little more than 90 minutes, you can receive painless, non-invasive 
screenings to look for:  

 Carotid Artery Plaque, a major risk factor for stroke 

 Atrial Fibrillation, which can increase the risk of stroke by 5-times 

 Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, a silent but dangerous enlargement of the 
largest blood vessel in the body 

 Peripheral Arterial Disease (plaque buildup in the lower extremities), also 
a risk factor for stroke and cardiovascular disease 
Simple finger-stick blood tests are also available 
Accurate 
The technology we utilize is the same found in leading hospitals, and all 
results are reviewed by a board-certified physician before they are sent to 
you, within three weeks of your screening. 
Convenient 
Call 800.718.0961 to schedule your appointment today. 
Questions?  Call or see Shari Higgins 262-547-7872 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/


HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MINISTRY:  
 
Thank you to the following people for caring and for providing a shelter 
meal for those less fortunate in August. This is an important ministry 
and we thank them for their participation: Kristin Kamenar, Sheri 
Obluck, and Deb Teresinski. 
 
Sign up whenever you’d like to participate. 
 
For more information,  
go to   http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/ 

Do you know a veteran or a disadvantaged 
person who could benefit from receiving a new 
furnace?  Talk to Sherry Obluck about this 
program which her employer (Kettle Moraine 
Heating & Cooling) is part of. 

Nominations must be received by Thursday, 
Sept. 5. Installations take place on Oct 5, 2019. 

Daily Grace  -  
Like me, my mom fails to filter. She told me of conversation she had 
with a gentleman in her senior living complex. I can imagine the 
questions she lobbed at him. “When I asked him how old he was, he 
asked me how much I weighed,” said my contrite mom who 
acknowledged she learned a lesson, however short-lived. 
While I was visiting her recently, I watched a horrifying exchange. 
“Hi, Edna,” mom says. “Your hair looks pretty. Is it a wig?” 
Still, everybody loves Earlene. At least they say they do when I 
reveal I’m her daughter. She is kind-hearted, optimistic and 
approachable. At 88, she drives residents in need to doctor’s 
appointments and to church. She knows the names of all who live 
there. She introduces herself to new residents and finds out as much 
about them as they are willing to reveal. And she explains that she is 
“just curious” to those who wonder why she asks so many questions. 
That’s all–not nosy. Despite her foot-in-mouth shortcomings 
(inherited by me), my mom has other traits I hope to emulate: a daily 
prayer life, empathy, caring for others and zest for life.   by Terri 
Lackey 

The MET team reviewed the final sections of the Ministry 
Site Profile at their latest meeting on Aug 6. All sections 
were complete or had a plan to finalize. 

Pastor Bill Beyer from Grace Lutheran in Thiensville visited 
VELC on Sunday Aug. 18 to share his story and life journey 
as an openly gay Minister in the ELCA.  

Pastor Bill enabled open, honest discussion by encouraging the attending 
members to ask questions and voice concerns.  

Pastor Bill’s visit provided an opportunity to better understand what it 
means to be a congregation Reconciling in Christ; a process he leads for the 
synod for churches expressing acceptance of all regardless of sexual or 
gender identity. 

The MET team followed up Pastor Bill’s visit with an email to poll whether or 
not members are accepting of the synod providing candidates who meet our 
requirements that have identified themselves as LGBT+. 

The results of the poll will be provided along with the Ministry Site Profile to 
the Bishop at the meeting scheduled for Oct. 22 at 7pm.  

Mission 
Exploration 
Team 

Adult Sunday School begins September 15 at 9:15am 
 

Topic: What does the Bible teach us about church leadership  
AND 

The Top Five (Plus One) critical tasks expected of the next Pastor 
identified in the Ministry Site Profile 

 
 September 15: What does the Bible teach about Pastoral 

leadership? 
 September 22: What does the Bible teach about how the 

congregation can support the Pastor? 
 September 29: What does the Bible teach about Preaching/

Worship Leadership?  
 October 6: What does the Bible teach about Pastoral Care and 

Visitation? 
 October 13: What does the Bible teach about Youth and 

Family Ministry? 
 October 20: What does the Bible teach about Spiritual 

Formation/Direction? 
 October 27: What does the Bible teach about Building a Sense 

of Community? 
 November 3: What does the Bible teach about Evangelism? 
 November 10: What does the Bible teach us about welcoming 

the new Pastor?  

http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/


Starts Sunday, September 15th at 9:15am 

This class is open to all 6th – 12th grade. 
Please pick up the registration form online or at the 

“What’s Happening at VELC” wall. 

Calling all 7th and 8th grade students!! 
Our first class will be Wednesday, September 18th. Please pick up the 
registration form online or at the “What’s Happening at VELC” wall. 

Sunday school will be held during the 10:15 service for children 
three years old through 6th grade.  Our first class will be Sunday, 
September 15th. Please complete a registration form found in the 
church narthex or on our website. Put in the mailbox of Kay Johnson 
or send it to the office by September 15th.   

BIG NEWS! 
 
On August 18, 2019, Vernon 
Lutheran received a check to help 
with the cost of our roof 
replacement. It is anticipated the 
job will be started the early part of September, weather 
permitting.  The total cost for the sanctuary and narthex roofs is 
$75,939.  Anyway, back to the check.  An anonymous donor has 
gifted $50,000 to the church for the roof project.  This money, along 
with the monies donated towards the roof fund previously, will enable 
VELC to pay for both roof sections without having to borrow 
money.  That is big news and good news.  All of you who have 
donated big and small amounts are appreciated and thanked.  Because, 
while it is wonderful to receive a big check, remember it is the small 
amounts that add up too.  We are now in the position to have some 
money left in our building fund for emergencies.  If people can’t see 
the Holy Spirit working at Vernon, they are just not looking. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Debby Plehn. 

TECH 

USHERS 

GREETERS 

HELPER TEAM 

HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MAKERS 

There’s a spot for you! 

E L C A - Becoming a Sanctuary Church Body 

On Sunday, August 18, attached to the bulletin was Talking Points from 
the ELCA about the decision that was made at the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly about being a sanctuary church. Some have contacted me 
(Shari) I just want everyone to know that Pastor Dave and myself are on 
it. I have a packet available with some information for anyone who 
wants one at the transition board. Please be assured we will have a 
discussion on this in the future. I would love to ask everyone to just 
relax and take some spiritual time as we continue to move forward with 
the call process. Pastor Dave and I both need to be on top off the call 
process at this time and decision around the survey that you have 
received on Thursday, August 22, via email. 

Thank you, 

Pastor Dave Patterson and Shari Higgins Vernon Lutheran’s President 



Check out the Activities planned for September! 

 

Wednesday, September 4 – @ VELC 10:30am 

 Bible Study  

Thursday, September 5 – @ VELC 10:30am  

 Crafts! Let’s put our creative juices together to paint an 

item for the Tanzania auction. Come and help! 

Sunday, September, 8 - immediately after 9:15 service @ VELC 

there will be Blood Pressure Screening. Join us as we 

bless the dresses/hygiene kits that will be going to 

Tanzania as well as the annual Tanzania Auction. 

Tuesday, September 10 – @VELC 9:00-3:00pm 

 Quilting.  Bring your own lunch.  

Saturday and Sunday, September 14 and 15 –  

 North Prairie Harvest Fest and Maxwell Street Days 

Tuesday, September 17 – time to be determined 

 Join us at the movies!  

Wednesday, September 18 - @VELC 9:00am 

 Travel with us to the Quilting Museum in Cedarburg. 

 We will also be going out to lunch and perhaps a 

 Winery with enough interest. 

Saturday, September 21 – Mukwonago Fall Fest 

Tuesday, September 24 – @VELC 9:00-3:00pm 

 Quilting.  Bring your own lunch.  

Wednesday, September 25 – 11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Kelly’s Bleachers.  

 Sign up on activity board. 

Saturday and Sunday, September 28 and 29 

 Doors Open Milwaukee 

 

Confirmation Instruction Begins Wednesday, September 18 

 
Confirmation is a partnership between the family and the 

church that helps seventh and eighth graders affirm their 
baptisms and grow in their faith, understanding of God, the world 
around them, and their self-identity.  

The two-year program includes service projects, fun 
fellowship, and the study of the Catechism, which looks at the 
Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Holy Sacraments.  

Weekly memory work is assigned, which we ask the 
confirmands to recite to their parents. The students are expected 
to attend weekly worship. We ask that the parents support the 
program with prayer and help as requested. The staff is expected 
to celebrate each unique child,  pray for the students and parents, 
and provide meaningful lessons.  

This year’s study will focus on the Bible, Church History, the 
Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer.  

Thanks to Shari and volunteers, the children are picked up at 
the school at 1:45pm, and brought to the church, where 
refreshments are served, and an hour of sharing, group building 
and games is enjoyed. Pastor Dave comes in at 3:00pm, and with 
the help of Shari and parental volunteers, leads the instruction 
hour. We close with the youth joining hands for prayer.  

Please pray for the eight Eighth Grade, and four Seventh 
Grade Confirmation students, their parents and the Confirmation 
staff that God will make this a great year of learning and spiritual 
growth. 

From childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

II Timothy 3:15 

ELCA Youth Gathering— June 29th – July 3rd 2021 
     In Minnesota    Mark your calendar. 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


Committee News 
and Events 
—September 2019 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
 Our next meeting will be on TUESDAY, September 10 at 7pm.  

All congregation members are welcome to attend Council meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report for July 2019 

Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Debby Plehn 

July 2019 
 
 Income     $12,034.10 
 Expense   $15,128.16 
 Negative   ($  3,094.06)         

 Year to Date 2019 
  
Income      $106,857.40 
Expense    $110,495.51   
Negative     ($  3,638.11) 

Vernon’s 

† 

Calendar of Events for September 
 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 
 

Sunday, September 8, after 9:15 service. 
Roadside Clean -up 
In 2005, VELC adopted a section of road on 
Edgewood Ave. We will have safety vests, 
trash bags and rubber gloves for all. We would 

like to have 10 volunteers and a few drivers. Sign-up sheet 
is at the “What’s Happening at VELC” wall. We will end up 
a couple blocks from Hwy 164 to go to Crossroads for pizza 
when we are done. Come, join us!!! Any questions, please 
see Shari. 

Calling all 7th and 8th grade students!!  Our first 

class will be Wednesday, September 18. 

We meet every Wednesday from 1:45pm - 4pm. We will pick up students at 

Parkview at 1:30pm and bring them to VELC. We will have fellowship 

time, late lunch and confirmation starts at 3pm. Please pick up the 

registration form at the “What’s Happening at VELC” wall or online. 

YOUTH SUNDAY - Note the time is 8am. Back to fall service 
times. Sunday, September 15 at 8am for the 8:15am 
service –Please sign up to be Greeters, Acolyte,  
Serve Communion and Usher. Please, please sign up 
ahead of time by the youth bulletin board. 

Sunday Education Classes  
Starts Sunday, September 15, at 9:15am 
This class is open to all 6th – 12th grade. We meet every Sunday. This 
is such an important part of your faith journey with Christ. As your 
youth director, I highly recommend that you try to attend these classes 
on Sundays. Please pick up the registration form at the “What’s 
Happening at VELC” wall. 

Cookies for College 

Contact Shari Higgins if you are interested in being part of 
this encouraging and tasty project this year. 
 
 
The plan is: 

 You get a college student’s name and college address;  
 then you send them a box of cookies every month.  
 That’s it.   
 You can send a note if you want. Let’s keep the ministry simple 

to do. You can add as much fluff as you want.  
The first step is to see Shari and get your college student’s 
information. Any questions, please see Shari Higgins or Dan Henning. 

OUR MISSION: 
God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship  †  Mission Focus  †  Faith Formation 



Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

Mark Your Calendar! 

Special worship service 

Sunday, October 20 

8:15 and 10:15 worship 

Pastor Zakayo Pallangyo will be in the Greater 

Milwaukee area as part of a delegation from 

Diocese of Meru, Tanzania.  He will be 

preaching for us on October 20. 

PARTICIPANTS SHALL BE AT 
LEAST 11 YEARS OLD OR 
GOING INTO THE 6TH 
GRADE. 

Sunday, September 8 ~  “God’s Work, Our Hands” ~  

Our project is Road Side Clean up. 
 
In 2005 VELC adopted a section of road a few minutes away from 
VELC on Edgewood Ave, from Center Dr. east to Lakewood Dr. We 
will have safety vests, trash bags and rubber gloves for all. 
 
We would like to have 10 volunteers and a few drivers. There is a sign-
up sheet on the “What’s Happening at VELC” wall. We will end up a 
couple blocks from Hwy 164 to 
go to Crossroads for pizza when 
we are done. Come, join us!!!  

NOTICE: The Trust Committee welcomes congregational ideas for use of 
the annual dividend funds from the ELCA Mission Endowment Fund. This 
is the third year that dividend funds are available for disbursement. Trust 
will be meeting in August to start the decision making process. Committee 
members are Don Halt, Bob Sockrider, Judi Schlitt, Ruth Peters and 
Marilyn Ottum.  
 
Ideas can be left in the Trust mailbox or by contacting a committee 
member.  

The 2019 Outreach for Hope  
Family Bike Ride! 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
To register for the ride go to 
www.outreachforhope.org  

 

Bible Study - September 4 at 10:30am 
 

To Look at the Blessings of Seniors 
 
Ageism is discrimination against the elderly. Sadly this seems to be 

a prevalent prejudice in today’s youth-obsessed society. The September 
and October “Young at Heart” Bible Studies, led by Pastor Dave, will 
look at the blessings that come with long life, and how God has used, 
and continues to use seniors to bless the world and God’s Kingdom.  

The studies include a hymn or two, great discussions, and are fol-
lowed by a fantastic homemade luncheon and dessert, coupled with 
enjoyable fellowship. Newcomers are always welcomed. 

 

 

Our craft project this month is an item for the 
Patanumbe auction. 

Thursday, September 5 
at 10:30am 

Open to all! Come, join us! 

tel:262-363-7131
http://www.outreachforhope.org
https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/
https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/

