
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 29, 2019, 8:15am  
COMMON DAY OF PRAYER WITH THE DIOCESE OF MERU 

PRELUDE  Kay Simpkin 
 WE GATHER 

WELCOME/INVOCATION 
GATHERING HYMN ♫ God’s Work, Our Hands tune: Earth and All Stars 
CONFESSION/FORGIVENESS 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of angels and mortals, 
Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction 
they may help and defend us here on earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ or Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise with angels and archangels and all the company 
of heaven, now and forever.   Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 THE WORD OF GOD 
GOSPEL READING Luke 16:19-31 
‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, 
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no 
one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and 
the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead.” ’ 

RESPONSE AFTER READING: Leader: The Word of the Lord    ALL: Thanks be to God 

SERMON The Rich Man and Lazarus Interim Pastor Dave Patterson 
SERMON HYMN   ♫ You Are Holy Red Hymnal #  525 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
THE PEACE 
THE OFFERING/OFFERING RESPONSE  ♫ Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Red Hymnal # 693, v 2-3 
 HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING/HOLY HOLY HOLY  Red Hymnal page 144 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
DISTRIBUTION (gluten-free wafers available) 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 WE ARE SENT FORTH IN MISSION 
SENDING HYMN ♫ Faith of Our Fathers Red Hymnal # 812 
BENEDICTION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (see more details in bulletin) 
DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.      ALL: Thanks be to God. 

WELCOME VISITORS TO VERNON-ELCA OF MUKWONAGO 
A cry area is on the north side of the entry.  Please turn your cell phones and pagers to silent.  
The invitation to rise during worship is for those who are able ** Please sign our red welcome book and 
pass down the aisle.  If you have a prayer request, fill out the green prayer card and give it to an usher. 

Gluten-free communion wafers are now available every Sunday for anyone who needs or chooses to use them.  
When communing, ask the communion assistant for gluten-free. Each serving is individually wrapped and opens 
easily along the red strip. They will be available at every communion time. 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/


*** Visit our website for more information.   www.vernon-elca.org  *** 

CORNERSTONE  CONNECTION 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 29, 2019—10:15am 

Prelude—  God of All 

Welcome 

* Gathering and Praise 

♫ God’s Work, Our Hands 

Children’s Message 

Time to Share 

* The Word    

Luke 16:19-31 

Message 

♫  Hold Us Together 

Prayers/Share Peace 

* Offering 

* Communion 

♫ Lord, Have Mercy 

Benediction 

* Sending 

♫ All The People Said Amen 

Go in peace 

For the disciples of Vernon ELCA: 

Important Town Hall Meeting  
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 7pm 
 
A Town Hall members meeting will be held after you receive a copy of the Mission Site Profile 
(MSP).  
The profile and agenda will be sent to you by way of email on October 3.  
 
Members that we don’t have an email address for will receive the documents by way of United 
States Postal Service. The MET poll will end October 1, and the results will also be sent. This is 
your opportunity to review the Mission Site Profile before the meeting.   
 
The congregation is invited to come and hear the results of the Profile study, pose questions and 
have a discussion with the Bishop and synod staff present. 
 
We will have some copies of the MSP available for those who want to pick one up the night of the 
meeting. 
 
Agenda for Town Hall Meeting – October 22 will be posted on the board by the office. 
 
Any questions please see Pastor Dave or Shari Higgins 

NOTE DATE CHANGE  

https://www.vernon-elca.org


Daily Grace  -  
 Sometimes I become too wrapped up in my own wants (which I mislabel as needs) to feel 
wrapped in grace. I’m so busy parenting my two young children that I don’t take time to be 
parented by God. 
Some days I feel these imperfections acutely. My sinful mind focuses on them, clinging to 
my mistakes and sins. And I’m tempted to remain turned inward on myself, concentrating on 
what I am and am not. Martin Luther says we need to remember our baptism each day. 
Embrace this blessing daily. Let yourself love and be loved. 
And he is right. When we’re focused on this amazing blessing of forgiveness and adoption by 
God in our baptism, we cannot help but live out joyful, thankful lives that bless others. 

by Amy Waelchi 

 

Wednesday, Oct 2 10:30am   
Young at Heart Bible Study 
followed by a light luncheon 

 

God’s Plan for Retirement 

Thursday, Oct 3 10:30am   
Young at Heart craft day 

- cheesecloth ghosts! 

Last week’s Bible study topic: 
What does the Bible teach about how the 
congregation can support the Pastor? 
 

 

This week’s Bible study topic: 
What does the Bible teach about 
Preaching/Worship Leadership?  

 
 
 
Next week’s Bible study topic: 
What does the Bible teach about Pastoral Care 
and Visitation? 
 

Come, join us at 9:15am  
every Sunday. 

Thank  you  t o  
t h e  O t tums  f o r  
t h e  be au t i fu l  
a l t a r  f l owe r s .  

Plan ahead! 
  Please start looking through your scrapbooks, computers, and phones for photos of 
your recently baptized or recently departed loved ones. We would like to once again 
have a media display of our congregation’s saints of the year. 
  To do this, we ask you to share with us photos and/or information about your relatives that have passed 
away since All Saint’s Day last year. And photos of everyone who was baptized since then.  Information 
and photos can be sent to the office via email  at office@vernon-elca.org or dropped off anytime you are 
in the building. 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


The property team needs help with getting the gutters clean on the church. 

It’s that time of year again. If you are willing to help, please contact Shari 
Higgins or Debby Plehn. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Bible Study Opportunity 
 “Tasting Grace” A Mentoring-
In-The-Kitchen Bible Study  
by Leah Adams & Jan Morton 
 
Tasting Grace represents our desire to 
connect the generations through face-to-
face mentoring and cooking. We will be 
providing you with the planning tools 
you will need. We have it broken down 
into weekly segments that will help us 
prepare the kitchen for you to enjoy the 
Tasting Grace event in Vernon’s kitchen.  
 
If you are interested in joining this Bible 
Study, please sign up at the “What’s 
Happening at VELC” wall. Give your 
name, how many would be joining us, 
and a day and time that works best for 
you. The cost of the class will be 
$25.00 per person. 

Please continue your prayers for Tom and Sue Johnson as 
they represent our congregation in Tanzania. 
 
Today’s itinerary shows them worshipping at the 20th Anniversary Celebration 
of the Vernon ELCA/Patanumbe par ish in Patanumbe. They will be 
joining us in prayer through the prayer lists that are included in our bulletin 
today. They have many places to visit and people to connect with before they 
begin their return trip on Friday from the Kilimanjaro International Airport. 

HELP WANTED:  Debbie Rush, our  office manager , has faithfully served VELC and God’s 
Kingdom during the last two years. She is moving on to a new job at Elkhorn First United Methodist 
Church in Elkhorn WI. VELC is looking for someone to fill this office staff position. Please recommend 
this job to anyone you know who might fit the position well. 

Stop in to thank and say goodbye to Debbie before her last day, Thursday, October 10. We give thanks 
for Debbie’s gifts, talents and partnership in the Gospel. “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 



 Sept 29 
8:15am 

Sept 29 
10:15am 

Oct 6 
8:15am 

Oct 6 
10:15am 

GREETERS Shari Higgins Elaine Schmidt 
Linda Henry 

Shari Higgins Lorensen family 

USHERS Shari Higgins Scott Lange 
Jim Chovanec 

Shari Higgins Scott Lange 
Jim Chovanec 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANTS 

Don Halt 
Karen Halt 
Patti Ptasinski 

Sophia Henning Debby Plehn 
Judy Nunnemacher 
Bob Sockrider 

Sue Winiarski 

ALTAR GUILD Tammy Strerath Tammy Strerath Heather Jerich Heather Jerich 

TECH TEAM Beth Nicoson Luke Henning   

BREAD  
MAKERS 

Linda Galkowski Linda Galkowski Marilyn Douglas Marilyn Douglas 

COUNTERS After 10:15 service Don Halt 
Sherry Obluck 
Nancy Tinti 

After 10:15 service Sherry Fickau 
Deb Fredlund 
Char Pladies 

HOSPITALITY 
MINISTRY 

Penny Grant Penny Grant Kay Simpkin Kay Simpkin 

Week at a Glance 
EVENT CALENDAR 

 
THIS WEEK 
Sept 29 Common Day of Prayer with Meru 
 8:15am worship service 
 9:15 Adult Bible study 
 9:15 Youth High Thrive class 
 10:15am worship service 
 10:15 Sunday School 
Oct 2 10:30am  Young at Heart Bible Study 
Oct 3 10:30am Young at Heart craft project 
 
Plan Ahead! 
Oct 6 8:15am worship service 
 9:15 Adult Bible study 
 9:15 Youth High Thrive class 
 10:15am worship service 
 10:15 Sunday School 
  
 

Visit our website for more information 
www.vernon-elca.org 

We have a nursery area for parents to take your children to if needed. Down the hall on the right-hand side. We do 
not have it staffed at this time. If you feel you would like childcare please call the office to let us know.  Thank you, 
Vernon’s Leadership Team  

OUR CORE VALUES: 

† Caring Relationships  † Meaningful Worship  † Mission Focus  † Faith Formation 

GOD’S LOVE; RECEIVE, BE CHANGED AND SHARE 

September 22, 2019 
 Attendance - 82 
Offering- $ 3,911.00 

If you would like to provide flowers for the altar in 
memory of or in honor of your loved one, please 
add your name to the sign-up poster on the What’s 
Happening wall. 

If you would like to meet with Pastor Dave Patterson, 
please call the church office at 262-363-7131 or email 
him at pastordave@vernon-elca.org to set up a 
convenient time.   

Please let us know your prayer needs.  We are ready to 
pray for you. Fill out a green card in worship, email to 
office@vernon-elca.org or call 262-363-7131 during 
office hours.  After 2pm and on Fri/weekends, call Shari 
Higgins at 262-547-7872. 

SERVING US IN WORSHIP 

http://www.vernon-elca.org
tel:262-363-7131
mailto:pastordave@vernon-elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
https://www.vernon-elca.org/


PRAYER POINTS PRESENTED TO THE GMS 

FROM DME PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE 2019 

Mission and Evangelism. 
Please join us in asking our living God to bless the evangelizing mission by the diocese. The 
Bishop is visiting all pastor’s families to encourage them to be even more vigilant in evangeliz-
ing and bring many to Jesus Christ despite the many challenges they face.  

Our Schools which are under budget frustration. 
Please join us in praying for our schools to sustain the financial challenge they are facing more 
than ever due to changes in government policies. We ask that politicians and government lead-
ers may consider us as partners in the fight against illiteracy and not competitors. 

Ordination of Pastors in December 
Please join us in thanking God for seeing five theology students graduate to be ordained on the 
15th of December 2019. We pray that God showers them with grace throughout their time of 
serving the church. 

We need more young men and women to join our team of pastors, especially now that seven 
pastors retired last year, and it’s so demanding to the current number of pastors.  

Construction of income generation project 
The Diocese is in the process of developing some income generation projects (i.e. construction 
of small rooms to rent to small business men and women around the diocese fence). This pro-
ject requires money, labor etc. and so pray for God’s mercies in the project implementation 

Weather conditions which led to poor harvesting in some places. 
We have had scanty late rains this year and this has affected many of the farmers in Meru. We 
ask God to provide food to the people and rains to provide food for animals.  

Expansion of Leguruki Health Centre.  
We thank God that the government has approved our request to upgrade the Leguruki dispensa-
ry into a health center.  We ask God to see us through the process so that the center may im-
prove health of all those who dwell around the Leguruki health center.  

Our District General Assemblies  
The Diocese is composed of five districts: north, south, east, west and central districts. They are 
all holding biannual review and planning meetings. We ask God to guide them as they reflect 
on their recent achievements and challenges, and to lead to the plans that will see them all to the 
next level.  

Praying for our nation  
There is a big effort to transform our nation economically evident by the big national projects 
that are under way. We call for God’s blessings so that we plan diligently so that we are able to 
raise sufficient funds to meet the growing demands without over exploiting tax payers. 

Xenophobia  
There are shocking and devastating schemes in Africa that are more prominent in South Africa 

whereby the natives are killing their foreigner. These acts have spread hate and South Africans 

are now a target in the rest of Africa. We pray for God’s grace that we do not harm our selves 

due to our color, origin, race etc., but rather embrace each other as children of our living God. 



Diocese of Meru and Greater Milwaukee Synod Common Day of Prayer 
September 29, 2019 

 
 

The Executive Committee of the Greater Milwaukee Synod’s Meru Partnership Committee suggests the 
following topics for prayer requests. 

1. Immigration reform 
We ask that God, who sent Abraham to live as an immigrant in Canaan, and who in Scripture frequently 
urged God’s people to provide compassionate care for the strangers and foreigners in our midst, send the 
Holy Spirit to intervene in the hearts and minds of the American people, and especially our government, so 
that we would be more hospitable to immigrants, more open to receiving refugees who are fleeing violence 
and famine, and change our laws and policies to move closer to God’s vision of a world where there is 
peace and abundance for all. 

2. Family Farms  
The pressures of global trade, new tariffs and trade wars, and large corporate farms are making it difficult 
for smaller family owned farms to make a living, forcing them to sell their land. We ask that the Holy Spirit 
would move our leaders to be willing to make policies which will help preserve small and independent 
farms and the communities which depend on them. 

3. ELCA Church Mission 
In the USA, our churches are facing increased challenges from several directions. Our culture is rapidly 
becoming more secular and non-Christian. The goals of wealth and pleasure are tempting many people 
away from God’s vision of service to one another and community. Fundamentalist Christian groups are 
tempting people with false promises of prosperity, and promoting unbiblical and divisive political activity. 
Pray that God would lead our people to stop losing hope, or longing for the past, but instead, to boldly 
follow Jesus in courageous and creative ministry, bringing real Good News to people who are weighed 
down by the life-diminishing pressures of our consumer culture.  

4. Racism 
The scourge of racism continues to harm millions of Americans. Worse, we have enormous disagreements 
over how to address this. Many people even deny that we have a problem. Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead 
our people to have helpful conversations and take useful steps toward reducing racism, especially the more 
hidden, systemic racism that gives white people a hidden advantage in nearly everything they do. Help our 
churches to repent of their own racist practices, and become leaders in modeling a community where there 
is reconciliation and justice. 

5. Our Partnership  
We give thanks for our over 20 years of partnership with the Diocese of Meru. We praise God for your 
witness to the Gospel, and for inspiring us with your example of hospitality and mission, and encouraging 
us to grow deeper in faith, and giving us new eyes, so we understand the Scriptures and our faith more 
fully. We pray that God would continue to guide our partnership, and help us to walk more closely 
together, to fertilize each other’s work for the Kingdom, to be a witness for cross-cultural cooperation, and 
to share a mutual joy in serving our one Lord, Jesus Christ.  At this particular time, we also ask for God’s 
protection and blessing on the delegation from Meru that is traveling to us in October, as well as on all the 
many activities we will be engaging in together. 

6. Decrease in Violence 
Our country is facing an epidemic of violence, and severe disagreement about how to reduce violence. Pray 
that the Holy Spirit would keep our people aware that this is a serious problem, and that we should not 
accept hundreds of shootings as normal. Give our leaders the political wisdom and will to make helpful 
changes to our laws. Help our churches to bring reconciliation to our troubled communities, and bring 
peace to troubled individuals, so that they would find nonviolent ways to address their issues. Help our 
people to stop trusting in their guns, and to start trusting in God.   
 



7. Political Harmony 
The USA is entering another election cycle. We know that elections have real consequences. 
Unfortunately, Americans are so divided on issues like global warming, gun violence, immigration, 
health care, racial justice, economic reforms, and much more, that it is becoming very difficult for us to 
even talk to each other about the urgent issues we are facing. We need more than ever for the winds of 
the Holy Spirit to move us out of focusing on ourselves, or people like us, and helping us to live and 
work for the good of everyone. We need to be less concerned about our political identity, and more 
shaped by our identify as Children of God. We need God to raise up political leaders who will speak the 
truth and serve with integrity, and we need Americans to vote for them and work with them to face our 
challenges. 

8. Epidemic of opioid addiction 
Our families and communities are seeing an enormous increase in people young and older, rich and 
poor, urban and rural, whose lives are being destroyed by addiction to opioid drugs, such as prescription 
pain-killers, heroin, fentanyl, and others. This is now becoming a leading cause of untimely deaths. Pray 
that just as Jesus freed many people from bondage to evil spirits, he would send his Spirit to free these 
people. Pray also that our congregations would find ways to minister to those who are affected, and that 
we would form communities of healing and peace that would protect people from the temptation to 
solve their life issues with dangerous drugs.  


