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The Year of Hope 

July Mission of the Month 
August Mission of the Month 

Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child  

 

For the month of August, VELC will be supporting the mission of 
Operation Christmas Child- Shoebox. We have done this in the past 
with great success. 

 

It is earlier this year, so when you are in the stores picking up school 
supplies, grab a few items and help us fill this mission. All 
information and plastic bins to fill will be set up on the table in the 
Narthex after July 29. All instructions will be inside the bins and just 
have fun filling them and making a special child’s Christmas. 

Thanks in advance for your continued support.  

Thank you to everyone to donated to our annual collection for 

the Backpack Coalition this year. Sponsored by the United Way, 

this program is designed to help as many students as possible 

with essential items needed for the basic level of success in their 

school settings. They are blessed by your open heart. 

https://www.vernon-elca.org


Everyone has a reason to ask for prayer occasionally. Please send 
prayer requests by email to office@vernon-elca.org or phone 262-
363-7131. After office hours, prayers can be requested by emailing 
Shari Higgins at shari-h@wi.rr.com  or call 
262-547-7872. 
 
Perhaps you are feeling led to join our prayer 
team. Please email the church office at 
office@vernon-elca.org to get connected. 

Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a 
way to remember a special day in your life. 

 
 
Anniversary    Birthday         In Memory of a loved one 
Baptism          Graduation    Civic remembrance 
 
 

Cut or potted flowers/plants can  be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or 
funerals.) 
You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered. Please 
contact the  church office for delivery.  

We have  more summer opportunity for school-age children to 

learn about God’s love.  During our 9:15am service, there will be a 

Sunday school class for ages 3-6th grade on  

       August 11th 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Looking for something to do? 
…..it’s time to look for new ways to help each other. 

Now’s your chance to show a little kindness to your fellow church 
members.  If you have a phone, give someone a call. If you have a 
car, give someone a ride. If you have a plate of homemade cookies, 
take it to someone. 

Please ask for help on those projects that are getting a little harder 
each year. Need your tomatoes picked? Or the furniture re-arranged 
in your living room? Or someone to help you fold some fitted sheets? 

Please look for ways you can help each other. And let people know 
you are available.  

Contact the office at 262-363-7131, office@vernon-elca.org, or stop 
in and chat. We’ll get you connected. 

Get Ready! ……… 
Sunday, August 4   9:15 a.m. 
 

 Outdoor worship service on the patio 

 Guitar music by Pastor Dave 
 Bring your lawn chair (some chairs will be provided) 
 Stay for fellowship after the service 

Friday, August 16th 7pm till ???  

Bonfire in the backyard of the church. 

Bring lawn chairs, blanket, picnic basket 

and join us for fellowship. 

Any questions, see Shari Higgins 

TECH 

USHERS 

GREETERS 

HELPER TEAM 

HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MAKERS 

There’s a spot for you! 

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
262-363-7131
262-363-7131
mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com
tel:262-547-7872
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


A message from  
Interim Pastor Patterson 
 

Awesome August 
 

 As we begin to see the summer months pass by too quickly, 
I hope you will enjoy the poem below that expresses the wonder of 
this wonderful season of God’s creation.  
 

The Summer Day   by Mary Oliver 
Who made the world? 

Who made the swan and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean-- 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down, 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

Now she snaps her wings open and floats away. 
  

I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 

which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 
 

“Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, 
the cooing of doves is heard in our land.” Song of Songs 2:12 

 
 

Roof Update 

 

Both sections (sanctuary and narthex) are now under contract to be 

replaced.  The sanctuary portion will cost $29,689.  We have enough in 

the building fund to cover this part thanks to all who continued to give 

to the roof fund over the last five years.  The flat roof over the narthex 

will be completely removed and replaced at a cost of $46,250.  Most 

likely we will have to borrow money for this section.  We did receive a 

wonderfully generous donation of $4,000 and, if donations keep 

coming in big or small perhaps we won’t have to borrow 

much.  Roofed Right America will be doing the work on both sections 

with work starting within the next 4 to 5 weeks.  

Cookies for College 

You may be asking yourself — Cookies for College? The 

youth director Shari has a brainy idea. We did it last year 

and would like to try it again. We are looking for disciples to 

accept one of our college students’ names and be a cookie 

pal with them.  

 

The plan is: 

 You get a college student’s name and college address;  

 then you send them a box of cookies every month.  

 That’s it.   

 You can send a note if you want. Let’s keep the ministry simple 

to do. You can add as much fluff as you want.  

The first step is to see Shari and get your college student’s 

information. Any questions, please see Shari Higgins or Dan Henning. 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/


Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MINISTRY:  
 
Thank you to the following people for caring and for providing a shelter 
meal for those less fortunate in July. This is an important ministry and 
we thank them for their participation: Kristin Kamenar, Sheri Obluck, 
and Deb Teresinski. 
 
Sign up whenever you’d like to participate. 
 
For more information,  
go to   http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/ 

Daily Grace 
Amid the darkness that threatens to engulf the world, among the 
lost that we encounter every day, in the middle of the confusion 
of a million clamoring claims of the hearts of humankind, right 
there where people live grasping, grabbing, desperate lives—God 
has set perfect light; God’s treasure in common clay pots; God’s 
stars pointing the way. That’s us. Jesus’ disciples. As the Spirit 
lives in us, we are effective, active, alive, and worthy disciples. 
Harried, hurried, doing what we can. Yet we are the disciples who 
shine in this dark world with God’s brilliance, like stars lighting up 
the skies with eternal hope.        by Ted Schroeder 

NOTICE: The Trust Committee welcomes 
congregational ideas for use of the annual dividend funds 
from the ELCA Mission Endowment Fund. This is the third 
year that dividend funds are available for disbursement. 
Trust will be meeting in August to start the decision making 
process. Committee members are Don Halt, Bob Sockrider, 
Judi Schlitt, Ruth Peters and Marilyn Ottum.  
 
Ideas can be left in the Trust mailbox or by contacting a 
committee member.  

Inspiration Ministries is currently seeking a Christian Director of 
Nursing. We believe the best resources for  finding the person who is the 
right fit for our ministry, and who God wants to use here, are prayer and 
seeking candidates from our Christian brothers and sisters. 
 
Director of Nursing 
We are seeking an experienced Director of Nursing to oversee the 
administrative and medical care of our residents while driving the strategic 
wellness efforts of the care team. The Director of Nursing is responsible for 
the administrative and operational oversight, direction, supervision and 
evaluation of all programming that directly impacts residents. This role is 
both tactical (e.g., ensuring residents’ needs are met on a daily basis) and 
strategic (e.g., working with the appropriate ministry leadership, local, state, 
and federal agencies regarding future changes and opportunities). 
 
The Director is a reliable professional with broad knowledge of all CBRF 
and RCAC Resident care and rights best practices. He/she is a strategic 
thinker and effective leader who can make the most impact in preserving our 
mission. The goal is to guide the organization toward long-term success that 
supports the quality of life for our residents. The Director will report directly 
to the President.   
      
Please send all inquiries or resumes to Michael Bauer. Have a blessed day. 
 
Michael Bauer, Director  of Human Resources Inspiration Ministr ies 
PO Box 948 · N2270 State Road 67 · Walworth, Wisconsin 53184  
P (262) 275-6131, x245 | C (920) 242-7066 |  

 

Anyone ready for some B-Ball?? The broken backboard 

has been replaced. 

Shari would like to say Thank you to another one of our 

many awesome anonymous donors.  

tel:262-363-7131
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/


OUR MISSION: 
God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship  †  Mission Focus  †  Faith Formation 

33rd Annual Fest and Quilt 
Auction at Lutherdale 
Friday, August 9th from 4pm until 7pm 
enjoy a Fish fry with baked or battered cod, 
choice of potato, cole slaw, bread & butter, 
applesauce, beverage & dessert.  
Adults-$16 and Children (10 and under) $8 
    
Saturday,  August 10 from 8am until 7pm Quilt Auction~ 
Live Auction starts at 8am with over 300 quilts to bid on! Silent 
Auction items, food concessions, door prizes, fresh baked goods, pies, 
crafts, fabric sale, honey, jams, pontoon rides on the lake! 
 
Free kids area 9am - 4pm: Play games, watch movies, make 
crafts. Lunch available for $5    
 
Volunteers are needed to help on Saturday, August 10 from 11am-1pm   
     
Lutherdale Ministries  N7891  Hwy 12   Elkhorn 
For more information call 262-742-2352 

Calling all who are going to be teaching in the 
2019-2020 education year for Vernon. 
We want to install all educators on Sunday, September 15th at the 
10:15am service. 
 
If you lead or teach for Confirmation or Sunday 
education classes, hold Bible study or an Adult 
Study, we want you to be with us on September 
15 as Pastor Dave and the congregation welcome 
and bless us.  
We would like to recognize all of you. Please call 
the office 262-363-7131 or email office@vernon-
elca.org with your name so we don’t miss anyone 
in the bulletin.  Thank you, Shari Higgins 

Starts Sunday, September 15th at 9:15am 

This class is open to all 6th – 12th grade. 
We meet every Sunday. 

This is such an important part of your faith journey with Christ. 
As your youth director, I highly recommend that you try to 
attend these classes on Sundays.  

Please pick up the registration form at the 
“What’s Happening at VELC” wall. 

Any questions, see Shari Higgins 262-547-7872 call or text. 

Calling all 7th and 8th grade students!! 
It’s that time of year to sign up for Confirmation Classes. We meet every 
Wednesday from 1:45pm - 4pm. We will pick up students at Parkview at 
1:30pm and bring them to Vernon. 
We have some fellowship time, late lunch and confirmation starts at 3pm. 
 

Our first class will be Wednesday, September 18th. 
Please pick up the registration form at the “What’s Happening at VELC” wall. 

Any questions, please see Shari Higgins the Youth Director or Pastor Dave. 

Sunday school will be held during the 10:15 service for children 
three years old through 6th grade.  Please complete a registration form 
found in the church narthex or on our website. Put in the mailbox of 
Kay Johnson or send it to the office by September 15th.  Our first class 
will be Sunday, September 15th. 

mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org


Committee News 
and Events 
—August 2019 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
 Our next meeting will be on August 11 at 7pm.  

All congregation members are welcome to attend Council meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report for June 2019 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Debby Plehn 

June 2019 
 
 Income     $14,901.00 

 Expense   $13,188.60 
 Positive        1,712.40 

 Year to Date 2019 
  
Income      $94,823.30 
Expense     $95,350.21   

Negative    ($    526.91) 

Vernon’s 

† 

PARTICIPANTS SHALL BE AT 
LEAST 11 YEARS OLD OR 
GOING INTO THE 6TH 
GRADE. 

September 8th ~  “God’s Work, Our Hands” ~  

Our project is Road Side Clean up. 
 
In 2005 VELC adopted a section of road a few minutes away from 
VELC on Edgewood Ave, from Center east to Lakewood. We will have 
safety vests, trash bags and rubber gloves for all. 
 
We would like to have 15 volunteers and a few drivers. There will be a 
sign-up sheet in early August at the “What’s Happening at VELC”. We 
will end up a couple blocks from Hwy 164 to go to Crossroads for 
pizza when we are done. Come, join us!!!  Any questions please see 
Shari. 

Calendar of Events for August 2019 
 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 
 
 
Sunday, August 4th Bring a lawn chair we are having 
an outdoor service! 
Service starts at 9:15am come in the front doors.  
 
Special Events: 
Wednesday, August 7th 4-7pm Join us for 9 square 
and some B-Ball. We have a new backboard. Music, 
snacks and fun.  
 
Friday, August 16th 7pm till ??? Bonfire in the 
backyard of the church. 
Bring lawn chairs, blanket, picnic basket and join us 
for fellowship. 
 
Sunday, August 18st at 9am for the 9:15 am service 
Youth Sunday –Please sign up to be Greeters, 
Acolyte, Serve Communion and Usher. Please, please 
sign up ahead of time by the youth bulletin board. 

              
Friday, August 23th Join us for a pool party at 
the Hennings’ house. Pizza, games and fun in 

the sun with friends in the pool. I need to know how 
many will be attending. 
 
Any questions, please call or text Shari at 262-547-
7872 or at shari-h@wi.rr.com 

mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com


Check out the Activities planned for August. 

 

Thursday, August 1
st

 –    

 Wisconsin State Fair opens August 1-11 

Sunday, August 11
th

 –  

 immediately after 9:15 service @ VELC join us for  

 Blood Pressure Screening 

Tuesday, August 13
th

 
 
– @VELC  9:00-noon 

 Join us in the quilting room as we put together 

 squares to make quilt tops. 

Saturday and Sunday, August 16 and 17 – 

  Maxwell Street Days and Irish Fest in Milwaukee 

Tuesday, August 20
th

 –  time to be determined  

 Join us at the movies! Lunch to follow. 

Friday - Sunday, August 23, 24 and 25 

 St. James’s Festival 

Tuesday, August 27
th

  – @ VELC   9:00am-noon 

 Join us in the quilting room as we put together  

 squares to make quilt tops 

Wednesday, August 28
th

 –    11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Culvers  

 Sign up on the activities board. 

Quilting  
 We are working hard and creating a lot of beautiful 
quilts.  We are in constant need of  mattress pads, 
blankets, sheets, drapes or anything that would 
work for fillers.   

Come join us on the second and fourth Tuesday of August from 9am to 
noon. Thank you for all the great donations you have dropped off for 
us. 

Congratulations to Jack and Sandy 

Franciscovic who renewed their 

weddings vows in July as an 

acknowledgment of their 50th 

wedding anniversary. 

Vernon Church Family, 
 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all those who 
sent cards and prayers during my recovery. As many of you 
know, I was injured in a fall while on vacation with Marilyn in 
Hawaii. 
Although the injuries were serious, I am very fortunate and truly 
blessed. The Lord was with me and protected me from more 
critical injuries. I especially want to thank Pastor Dave for his 
prayers and visits while I was at Froedert.  
May God Bless all of you. 

Bill Ottum 

 My thanks to our Vernon family for the thoughts, 
prayers, and words of encouragement when I had my 
recent shoulder replacement. My recovery and therapy 
are going well, and I’m extremely happy to be back on 
the piano bench for worship. 

 Sue Johnson 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


To make a donation for 
our remaining roof repair 
– Make check payable to 
VELC   - Memo: Roof 

 

Patanumbe news~~~~~~ 
 

Sunday, September 8 

9:15 worship 

followed by 

a live auction, a silent auction, 

and  

LUNCH!! 

 

 

 Join us to celebrate 20 years of partnership 

with Patanumbe Parish, Diocese of Meru, Tanzania, 
Africa. 

 
Patanumbe Sunday is September 8!!!  Please invite a friend and 

join us for worship at 9:15am.  Wear colorful clothing, start saving your 
coins for our “noisy” offering, and set aside items for the silent and live 
auctions.  Auction items should be dropped off at church by Friday, 
August 30 (except for perishable items).   

 
The silent auction will be set up for you to start bidding on 

Sunday, Sept. 1.  If you plan to bring perishable items, please talk to me 
at church so we can save space for you.  Some items will be set aside for 
the live auction. 

 
Our thanks to Judy Purdy, who has generously donated a quilt 

for the auction. The quilt will go on display on Sunday, August 18.  
Bidding will begin that day and end before the live auction on Sept. 8. 

 
Patanumbe Sunday is our one fundraiser to 

help with projects, send money for maize when 
needed, and to help out the parish goat project. We 
really appreciate your help to make this a success. 

 
And our friends in Patanumbe Parish say 

asante sana!! 

Mt. Meru Coffee Project~~~~ 

Stop by the coffee display in the narthex.  It has 
been restocked with all of the different choices that 
the coffee project sells.  Please help support our 
coffee farmers who use the money from your 
purchase of coffee to send their children to school, 
pay for medical care for their children, and make 
their lives a bit easier. 
 

Asante Sana!!!!!! 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/

