
Dan Henning: 

I didn’t know what to expect. I didn’t know what I was going to see or experience. I didn’t know most of the people well that I 

was going to be traveling with. I did know I was going for the kids and the church. I was hoping I would find some new experienc-

es as well. I knew God would be there watching over us as he does all the time. But this I was hoping would be a little different.  

It started with all of us meeting at the airport. Making sure we were all there and accounted for before we started the journey. I 

knew there were some that had never flown before so I wanted to help them to calm there nerves a little. Through it all we all 

made it down there with our nerves intact. First step accomplished! 

So we checked into the hotel and received all our information for the week. We were ready to hit it! “That’s how we roll!”, as 

Shari would say. We headed for the gathering place where everyone would be to start our experience at the youth gathering.  

I have never met so many genuinely nice people and youth in 1 place. It was astonishing. It was unreal. It was really cool. I felt 

the vibes and anticipation of many wondering what this was going to be like. I was feeling the same.  

When we arrived inside, many of the kids’ eyes were larger than usual. Taking it all in. It started with a youth style concert. 

Getting the youth involved and excited to be there. Some of the speakers had personal situations where God was able to help 

them through. It wasn’t easy times. It was times of trial. And they became stronger for it.  

Each night was very similar to the next but with a different emphasis for many to relate and think about. At the end of each night 

at our hotel, as a small group we talked about what we had seen for the day. We did highs and lows. We shared, we laughed, we 

cried, we learned more about each other and we laughed some more. I also learned more about Mike, the kids, Shari and my 

own faith journey. 

Our first day there was our day to help in the community. While what we accomplished wasn’t majorly earth shattering, it was 

well received and appreciated. The people of Houston were great. A lot of problems and despair could be seen from our commu-

nity location. But we were all welcomed with open arms. Our kids worked with other church’s youth and we got the job done. In 

the process some friendships were made. Both with the other churches and with the Houstonites.  

Religion is a dirty word for some. It is an inspiration for others. It is an unknown for many. Religion and God works in so many 

ways. Most times it is hard to know until you look back to notice your own highs, lows and times when He carried you.  

I saw our youth get much closer to each other by the time we hopped onto the return flight. It was so great seeing God at work. 

The youth were touched in different ways and some came out of their comfort zone more than others. This trip allowed this to 

happen. God allowed this to happen. He works in mysterious ways. He also works right in front of you. You just need to open 

your eyes and your heart to let him in. God’s love. Receive and share.  

Enjoy the Youth ELCA Gathering Re-Caps 

Dayton Miner, My experience in Houston was amazing and mind blowing. I learned and understood God even more. I saw 

that God helps the ones in need. God helps us if we are going through a rough time but God will always be there. It changes me 

because when I saw that someone needed help I went over there and helped them even if it was a small thing. God showed me 

that helping someone is a good thing to do. My experience in Houston was breathtaking. I met some awesome people and I 

learned more about love, hope, and grace. Gods love means to me that he loves everyone the same even though there are bad 

times. He loves us all equally and will always. Gods hope means to me that he will always have hope in you and will always be 

by your side. Gods grace means to me that he will always be there if you are hurt and will get you through it. God is always 

there for you and everyone. I am so thankful that I got to go to Houston with awesome people and to learn more about god. 



Mike Simonson  

“This Changes Everything” was the overall theme of the conference.   God’s Love, God’s Grace, and God’s Hope has 

the power to change everything in people’s lives.   

God’s Love focused on how God works through others to show love and compassion to others.   Pastor Aaron Fuller 

shared his story of his experiences as a Navy Chaplain and High School wrestling coach.  The impact of just being 

there for people in times of struggle can have such a great impact in their lives.   In my own life, I shared with the 

youth the biggest challenge I had in life in the loss of my father when I was a teenager.   Through God’s Love I have 

and continue to share this story in many venues.   Knowing that I have had an impact on many people over the past 

34 years since that tragedy in my life.    

God’s Grace talks about what God does for those who have sinned.   The ability to make mistakes and still have trust, 

love, faith and forgiveness from God.  Several stories of by the presenters who talked about their lives and the 

journey back to God.   How they continue to help guide others to the lord.   

God’s Hope talks about the shining light provided by God when people are down and out.   Stephen Bouman talked 

about his experience after 9-11 and that there can still be hope for people who are going through even the most 

terrible events and tragedies in life.   I shared some more details of the challenges in faith and trust in God after my 

father died.   Trying to understand and work through how God can let something like that happen.    After many years 

I began to realize the opportunities that tragedy in my life provide specifically for me and my mother.  Still hurts but 

provides a glimpse at what may be God’s bigger picture.   

It was fun to watch the youth throughout the trip.   Watching them change as they got more comfortable with each 

other, the situation, the adults, and new experiences.   The smiles and a few tears as we talked.   

 

Loudon Miner, I was blown away by my first youth gathering.  It has showed me that God is everywhere in the good 

and the bad. I also saw that God gives us love, grace, and hope. To me, God's love is when I pray, praise, and do his 

work with our hands. Hope to me is when someone has passed or something has gone terribly wrong, he is always 

there to put some good in it. Lastly, to me God's grace means that he blesses all things from houses being burned 

down, when someone gets sick, and when you get hurt. Although our time was cut short, I will remember all of the 

stories and laughs we shared together. 

Lizi Malicki, Although I have been on a few mission trips in the past, I was reluctant on attending this youth 

gathering because it was different than what I have experienced before. However, now I understand why 

many people I look up to encouraged me to go because it was truly life changing. Being able to worship 

with almost 31,000 youth and adults was a surreal experience and feeling. You could essentially feel God’s 

presence in every song that was sung and every bible verse that was read. For example, in the Sunday 

morning worship, the bishop had us repeat a few words and phrases back to him. Just hearing all 31,000 of 

us recite the same words sent shivers down my back. Each person may have had slightly different opinions 

and beliefs but they were all there because they love the Lord and wanted to share that love with others. 

God was everywhere during that week. He was there through our service project, the inspiring stories of 

citizens in Houston and in all the fun we all had. If I get this opportunity again for the 2021 Minneapolis 

youth gathering, I will gladly attend and encourage everyone else I know to experience this unexplainable 

event. 

Enjoy the Youth ELCA Gathering Re-Caps 



Bristol Miner, going on the ELCA This Changes Everything youth gathering of 2018 it has opened my eyes of 
God's love, grace and hope. I grew outside my comfort zone and opened my faith with God. It made me 
see the struggles within the families and the help they needed around Houston. As to the learning service 
day it came upon my mind that we make a difference in other people's lives. In a community that needed 
help God had brought them a caring gift of love and support. As for walking the streets of Houston and 
seeing the homeless had brought me closer and made me see that God is everywhere even when you least 
expect it. To me the love of God is to worship, praise, and to do good things upon God's name. I believe 
grace is God's blessing even if we do not deserve, but as children of God and as Jesus died for our sins we 
are granted with a blessing. Hope moves with us. It's what gets us through the hardships in life like the big 
community in Houston. I loved being around the 30,000 people, the smaller communities and interacting 
and meeting new people from new states. It has made me realize that there's a lot of hope, faith and love 
in God's name. As for going beyond my comfort zone, talking with others, sharing stories and listening to so 
many speakers sharing there heart-warming stories (a lot of them being personal) made me realize God's 
hope, love and grace was with them. For sure there were good laughs and stories, but most of all thank you 
for the unforgettable experience that I will never forget. But I am more excited to share my experience and 
so many stories with others. 

Enjoy the Youth ELCA Gathering Re-Caps 

Josh Simonson, This is my summary and experience at the 2018 ELCA youth gathering in Houston. 
My experiences in Houston changed my outlook on life, I grew closer to God and my youth group. At the 
mass gatherings at night the speakers told their inspiring stories about how God was there for them in 
their lives. And I was very inspired by the stories. My outlook on life has changed because everyone is a 
child of God no matter who you are and what you have done in your life. With VELC’s youth group I always 
thought that they are my friends and youth group felt like hanging out with friends talking about the Bible 
like it should, but after this type of experience they are my brothers and sisters of Christ. And so was the 
other 30,000 people that attended from all over America. We sang songs about God and how he is the 
savior and the light of our world. On Thursday we had our day of service and it brought joy to me to help 
out a local business that told us their story about Hurricane Harvey and how the owner had a collection of 
seashells from when the hurricane brought all them into the main land when this little town right outside 
of Houston is 25 plus miles from the Gulf of Mexico. Friday after dinner we went to the corner store and 
we bought some food for the homeless, with the money the anonymous donor gave every person in our 
group. So right before the mass gathering we went down town and handed out the food. It felt very good 
to help others less fortunate then us. Thank you to whoever the anonymous donor is. We also had our 
synod day on Saturday and our Bishop was amazing and he spoke the gospel so smoothly and had the 
whole synod engaged in the sermon. I had the honor to meet lots of people from our synod. My eyes are 
now opened to a whole new world and level that I would never have thought of before this trip. And 
praying with 30,000 people that believe in the same thing is just life shaking and a mind-boggling moment. 
I loved the whole trip; the experience and I love my youth group family. My dad talks about the gathering 
he went to 30 years ago and I know I will remember this one for many years to come and I will hopefully be 
going to the ELCA youth gathering in Minneapolis in 2021 and I am excited for that one too. I know with 
mission trips you help the community you are in all week long and have a little service at night before bed 
and that changed me but, that doesn’t compare to the changes and experiences and all the stories that the 
gathering gave me. The saying for the gathering was “This changes everything” and they were right it did 
change everything.  Love you Shari  



Hi my name is Drew Callies and I was one of the youth who took part at the ELCA Gathering trip. My first thoughts of going on this trip was not 
what I thought of Houston. I thought that the trip was going to be boring because what the forms said you had to bring. It never told what we 
were doing. 

Day 1: I Woke up and got ready to go to the airport and I had a grin on my face because I was happy to go on the plane ride to watch 
my Jurassic Park movie. So, I gave my mom a see you soon hug and we had to go through security and that was a pain but then we got on the 
plane and right before we just landed in Houston it was amazing to look at Houston through the window out there. There was a big lake or 
maybe it was a river but I saw the Rockets and Astros stadium. Then we got to the hotel and the Marriott was really amazing, it looked great 
and our room and beds were just so comfortable. Then we started to go to NRG arena and I was like “here comes the fun”. Once we got in 
there they actually had a lot of things to do racing, laser tag, rock climbing, so it started to look fun. But on day 1 at the NRG arena we just did 
bouncy house races the whole time until we had to go to NRG stadium. Now NRG stadium at first was a stadium I was looking forward to see 
because the Texans played there. But once I got in and then this place to me was just disappointing because next thing I know were in here 
because of a concert and I was tired at the time and everybody was going crazy for no reason and the stadium was my low throughout out the 
whole trip.  

Day 2: On day 2 we all had to wake up very early to go to our work site that was at this barber shop to paint a fence and I was like 
man I can painting fences because the last time I painted a fence or a house was by my Grandpas house and I just did a bad job painting and it 
was stressful. But the people who owned the place were nice and we played some games while we waited to paint that were kind of fun but 
mostly boring but doing the painting was the most fun at the barber shop place and I actually did a darn good job with that paint. I would also 
be a servant for holding a box of paint for Shari so she could get some fences done but yeah it was fun doing that. So again, we did the normal 
routine and went to NRG arena but this time it was 

more fun than the last time because Gaga ball was there. If you’re wondering what Gaga ball is well it’s a sport where you start off with the ball 
bouncing 3 times and you say Gaga, Gaga, ball. Once that happens you got to try and defend yourselves with your hands to not let the ball hit 
you in the bottom of your legs. The ball can hit your knees, body, face, but if you get hit at the bottom you are out. So, I played it for probably 3 
hrs. straight and I won 1 game but it was honestly a great time. Then went back to NRG stadium and of course boring again but it was better 
than day 1 because the music was better and it was calm that day.  

Day 3: Day 3 we got to sleep in but we had to go to NRG center for our interactive learning day and just hangout. We went to do 
bumper cars in there and their bumpers were really good because it was nice to do swift turns on everybody, then we ate lunch got an Uber 
and went to the hotel to swim. The pool was great and all of us had the pool to ourselves. Josh did this funny trick where he acted like a sea 
lion and it was really funny. We also did a jump game where we went high in the air. But when Sophie did it she went high and did a flip at the 
same time that was great to see but we had to get ready for day 3 of NRG stadium concert. But this one was probably the best out of all them 
because mainly the speakers stole the show and there was 1 Pastor that is pretty famous was there; her name was Nadia and she was the best 
speaker out of the whole night and I was like finally we get a good one haha so yeah.  

Day 4: Day 4 was Synod day where we had to go to a ballroom at the mall and just talk with new people. Our Bishop gave a great 
speech to us about being at the church being involved and his speech was good. Everyone liked it.  But before the ballroom all of us got to hang 
around the mall a bit, I got a Rick and Morty shirt, Sophie got her ears pierced and everybody was surrounding her and I’m just like barging and 
saying yeah Rick and Morty is here and everybody starts laughing at my shirt because their like where did you get that, who are those people, is 
Drew making a fool out of himself ha ha. Sophie was so happy she got her ears pierced and that day is when me and Lizi got to really know each 
other and she honestly a wonderful person to know. But after the ballroom I had some Cinnabon and Cinnabon are just so good. We headed 
back to the hotel to swim and then back to NRG stadium but this time NRG stadium concert was the worst out of all 5 of them because the 
speakers were just ugh. The first one talking about 9/11 and then saying Lutherans don’t care about blacks lives so he was just irrational. All 
lives matter. Then we had this 11 yr old trans gender who is now a girl and it was just weird and uncomfortable to hear. Then you get a woman 
who starts out great saying she needs support for her food pantry then she’s like I’m bisexual and I’m just like where’s this coming from. So that 
day was weird and once we got back at the hotel we had highs and lows and we were talking about that session at NRG and just unspeakable to 
tell I’m telling you I would not want to hear about that stuff again from those people.  

Day 5: We got up early to go worship at NRG stadium, we sang, had communion, and threw out purple balls saying ELCA Minneapolis 
2021. So that’s where it is in 3 years and then we went back to the hotel and I slept for a while. We ate pizza then and we all came to an 
agreement to go see a movie. I suggested Jurassic World and everybody agreed they wanted to see Jurassic World fallen kingdom and I was 
shocked that everybody wanted to see it because most of them did not really care about dinosaurs but everybody was so happy they saw it and 
Bristol and Lizi were crying at one part in the movie. That was depressing in the film and some of us jumped at some parts because they would 
get you but it was a good movie. We went back to the hotel and shared our highs and lows. 

Day 6: Last day in Houston and the convention was over and we all did not want to go home at all because we honestly were just 
having a great time opening up and building friendship with each other. We decided to go this adventure / trampoline park and there was a zip 
line that we all tried and that was fun, we did an American Ninja warrior type course thing and we did rock climbing.  For the first time Sophie 
jumped off as she rappelled for the first time ever so that was a moment. Then there was the go karts ugh. Those things were so bad because 
Lizi kart  went 2 mph, mine broke down twice because the first one randomly breaks down, second one the wheel comes off and I even warned 
them about it but they didn’t care so 

whatever I guess. Then Sophie’s also breaks down and it was honestly horrible. But it was fun overall at the park and then that was it for the 
trip.  

So, here I am back in Wisconsin and got a bad sunburn on the 4th of July, but got to hang with Josh, Sophie, and Shari on Thursday so that was 
an awesome day. But yeah thank you for your time. 



Enjoy the Youth ELCA Gathering Re-Caps 

For the people of the congregation who don’t know me, my name is Sophia Henning.  I have been a member of this church since 
I was born and have so far been on three mission trips (including the ELCA youth gathering.)  However, those are just factual 
things about me right on the surface. If one was to meet me, they would quickly learn that I tend to be extremely timid and shy 
upon getting to know a person.  I don’t talk much, but I am an attentive listener. I am also incredibly interested in continuing on 
my faith journey. 

 Coming to church is considered a normal ordeal for my family and I, it’s just something we do.  I’ve gone to 
Confirmation Wednesdays all through middle school, and now my siblings are entering that stage of their lives.  For most kids 
and teenagers my age, going to church and spending time with their youth group is almost a form of torture, but for me it has 
become an excitement added to my everyday life.   

 Before going to the youth gathering, I did know my fellow youth.  I knew their personalities, I knew what they liked to 
do for fun, the normal things you know about people when you spend about once a week with one another.  To be honest, 
though, I didn’t fully consider those youth my ‘outside of church friends.’ Also, the kids in my youth group are not the same kids 
that I have gone on mission trips with before, so I knew heading on this trip that the entire atmosphere was going to be different 
than what I was used to.  When Shari told me what the trip would most likely entail, and when I was given the packing list, I 
became skeptical about the whole thing. I’m not one to sit in bible studies all day, it’s just not my thing. I totally and completely 
thought this trip was going to include small amounts of activity and fun.   

 Getting on the plane to Houston, I was only close with a few of the people out of the ten of us.  I sat next to Shari all the 
way down, and just when I thought I knew what there was to know about Shari, she taught me more.  I was already thankful for 
the two-hour plane ride I was previously dreading. Shari is an amazing woman and  

having the opportunity to even spend a few hours talking with her brings happiness to myself. 

 

 Once our group got off of the plane, we already began having a truly awesome time.  We took a shuttle to our hotel and 
met some people that were on the same shuttle as us.  Of course, Shari made best friends with the shuttle driver, which gave all 
of us kids a laugh.  Believe it or not, we’re fully capable of bonding over Shari’s  

hilariousness, and most of the time she is the topic of discussion.   

 After we were situated in the hotel, we all went to the NRG Arena where I was flabbergasted.  There were so many fun 
things to do, I just couldn’t even believe it. There were inflatable obstacle courses, rock climbing walls, karaoke, everything I 
wouldn’t imagine there would be on a church trip.  From that moment, everyone became a tighter-knit group. I raced all of my 
new friends on the obstacle courses and had many laughs. Although this part of the trip was fun, the evenings were even more 
exciting. 

 Every night, all 30,000 people attending the gathering went to NRG Stadium where there was a concert.  Not just any 
concert, a concert with neon lights, huge screens, live bands, and people jumping up and down singing along at the top of their 
lungs.  The best part of the concert were the inspiring speakers, though. 

Every single day that I was at the youth gathering I was excited to hear the speakers.  They all had life-changing stories that 
made me want to get more involved in church. Hearing their struggles with their relationships with God and then watching them 
realize that God was always there for them gave a relatable feeling to me.  I felt the presence of God with me every night as I 
listened to those speakers and I was happier than I had been in a long time because of it.  

After we attended the concert, we went back to the hotel and all had a little discussion in one of the hotel rooms.  It was there 
that everyone really bonded and laughs and smiles were endless throughout our entire time there. We talked for hours, and I 
can’t even put into words how elated I was.  God was with us, God wanted us to become closer. God wanted us to share our 
stories with one another, God knew that we could help each other become stronger in our individual faiths.  

The ELCA Youth Gathering brought me out of my shell.  Surrounded by the people I can now call some of my best friends, I found 
it much easier to talk to new people.  Ask me anything about any of the youth in our group that went on the trip and I will 
probably know the answer. God’s grace is within all of us and it’s because of the six-day trip we all shared.   

Drew Callies and I have never been closer.  We now hangout at each other’s houses, and text and play games together all the 
time.  All of my new close friends have brought new happiness and love into my life. I am so thankful for Houston.  I am so 
thankful for my friends. I am so thankful for Mike and my dad, our adult leaders. I am so thankful for Shari.  I am so thankful for 
the opportunity, and I am especially thankful for God. 



Houston – Houston we have a problem! 31,000 people are coming soon…  
Our theme for this year’s gathering was “This Changes Everything” 

Thursday: “God’s LOVE Changes Everything” Friday: “God’s GRACE Changes Everything” Saturday: “God’s Hope Changes Everything” 
Our spiritual journey this year had seven youth – Sophia, Drew, Lizi, Josh, Bristol, Dayton and Loudon. Three leaders Shari, Mike and Dan. 
Four youth were new traveling with the youth group this year. This is the first time for Dan and I. Mike went years ago.  

We really didn’t know what to expect. I know that it was on the youth agenda for years. I’m not kidding. It was something that we had to get 
ready for. Still didn’t know what the big deal was. ELCA Gathering or Mission Trip?? Now, I have been on a few mission trips and know what 
they are about but this gathering – What gives. I am very happy to have been able to go down in January to get the scoop. First day of the 
conference I was sold - bought into the gathering 100%. I absolutely agree it was something we at Vernon had to give our youth the 
opportunity to go, see and be part of. It Changed Everything for me! 

Many times, we do things in life that we don’t even know we are doing as Christians. We don’t know that the Lord is guiding us always. 
There are times you wonder when things go wrong or a death in the family you say “Why Lord”. There is a reason for everything and we 
may not know the answer when we want it. Over time you will see the answer and understand why. 

At our Synod day Bishop Erickson gave a great speech to the youth. I’m not kidding it was bold and got your attention about “We belong” 
and “We matter”.  We have a sense to “belong” and it is not always a truth that the world and culture extends. We wonder “Where do I fit 
in?” Why am I different from others? “What gifts could I possibly bring” to the table. Psalm 139:14 says it best – “I am fearful and 
wonderfully made.” We are made – wonderfully – by the very God who names us and claims us as children. We belong to God! What an 
impactful message. Loved it! 

Our service learning day was not just about work. It was about building relationships. Listening to the family we help by painting a fence and 
a mural didn’t feel like much. But it was more that you could imagine. Listening to the stories about Hurricane Harvey weighted heavy on my 
heart. The healing these folks need is not just cosmetic its deeper. To let them share their story was part of the healing. Giving a hug and a 
caring heart that they matter and their personal stories matter by putting my faith forward and feeling of togetherness during our time 
hopefully “Changed Everything”. Putting “God’s Hands” to work for them did make for a brighter day. 

The interactive day was crazy. Our bus was an hour and a half late. The center was full. Waiting in line was like we were at Great America. 
We did find a nine square, a gaga ball pit, some kind of crazy bumper cars that we had to peddle. Yea, my heart rate was up there. It was 
busy and the prices for water were overwhelming. $5.75 a bottle.  

A big thing that happens at the ELCA Gatherings is they pass out button pins with church names on for your backpack. I looked into it but it 
was pretty costly. So, we handed out fun colorful religious bracelets and they were a hit. We had to ask someone if they wanted a bracelet 
and ask where they live and their name and then the talking and sharing came alive. We share numbers, pictures, smiles and many in our 
group really stepped outside their comfort zone. I was asked many times to watch as they approached someone new and it was wonderful 
to see.  

We had a big talk about coming out of their comfort zone, stepping outside the box and that they were all safe to do so. Dan, Mike and 
myself were with them. Some nights our talks got deep and we reaffirmed the kids that Dan and Mike are a part of there lives and if they 
ever need someone to talk to we are here for them even at 3 in the morning. Many built a good trusting relationship with Mike and Dan and 
felt very comfortable to share with them. Dan and Mike are just what the youth needed.  

Every evening at Mass Gathering it was crazy! We sat in a different place each night. One night we had floor seats. Everyone was clapping, 
singing, jumping and just having a ton of fun. We had speakers every night each with a different story. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was 
one. I had a few favorites an Army major The Rev. Aaron Fuller, Marlon Hall, Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber I have read a few of her books. One of 
the artists we meet at Swag a few year ago Rachel Kurtz. 

Most was geared towards bringing out stories about God’s Love, Grace and Hope.  St. Paul reminded the community of the Ephesians: “For 
by Grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your doing; it is the gift of God.” This Changes Everything”. 

Love is one of the most profound emotions we experience. It’s bigger than us. I love the word Love it is a chance to share, give and 
experience. Where would we be without Love. Jeff, I Love you! Thank you for all your support. 

Grace means forgiveness. Grace is an incredible gift that we receive when we repent our sin of the past with the goal to never do it again. 
It is making a decision to turn away from evil and to serve God.  

Hope is something to desire and to believe that it will happen. I have great Hope for Vernon to come together and back to God’s mission 
that we are all here for. 

This group really stepped outside their comfort zone. The relationships they built during this trip is truly a blessing. This is the biggest 
bonding trip so far with the youth. As one youth said they were my friends now they are my sisters and brother through Christ. The 
connection between the youth and leaders, leaders and youth are truly number one in my book. As the youth director I get to see these 
young people blossom into great followers of Christ. To know that they matter and they belong and the Lord is always walking with them is 
touching. To reaffirm them that they have many people they can go to if they need help or just need to talk to let them know they have a big 
support family that love and cares about them now and always helped reshape them on this trip. When we shared our highs and lows of the 
day it was great to see everyone participating. Some night our talks got pretty deep. I shared a few things about my son that many don’t 
know. Because, I still have HOPE for him. 

For me to share with them took a lot but, this was the trip that would have the biggest impact on their lives. We all have a chance to make 
things better. Its what we do that matters. My life has not always been this humble. I’m proud of where I am today and hope I can pay it 
forward to our youth. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us. We could not have done this without you.             “Thanks Be to God”              Shari Higgins 


