
 
 

 
 

  The theme for the 2017 Mission Trip was “The Good Life” 
 
 

 
 
We have an amazing group of youth that went on this trip. Dylan, Brady, Hunter, Luke, Jake, Isiah, Josh, 
Haley, Lizi, Tara, Sophie, Makenna and Katie. This was the first mission trip for Josh and Tara. These young 
people showed up, participated, enjoyed and was asked “What the Good Life” is to them. 
 
When they were first asked, many started with more money and lots of material items. As the week came 
to an end, many changed their first answer. Enjoy reading their recaps. 
 
This time my team did not get to connect with the community as much as we would have liked too. We 
did important ministry work for a woman’s center and a children’s crises center. We went to a church 
named Knossos that has an assisted living center attached. We picked up Ms. Nadine. She is the woman 
that introduced Youth Works to the community. Ms. Nadine and I hit it off right away. She wanted to 
spend every moment with our group. We went to the YMCA to shower and Ms. Nadine walked the track. 
She is in her early eighties and legally blind. She even asked if we could bring her back to Milwaukee with 
us. She was a change artist and fashion queen. We took her home and she changed her clothes to go to 
church and our boys walked her in. She loved it!! 
 
Our other group went with Ben to Camp Sun Splash and had a great time. Our youth participate with 
under privileged kids from the ages of 5 – 18. Many kids had nothing. Not even a pair of socks or shoes 
that fit or even had a sole on them. Our kids felt a bit uncomfortable hearing that many do not have food 
in their frigerator or see their parents every day. That is a concept that our youth are not familiar with. 
 
** We are asking the congregation for help. I believe we all have a pair of shoes we could give away or if 
your grandkids have an extra pair that do not fit any more, please bring them in. We would like to send 
some shoes back to the camp for the kids. Flip flops can still be worn and Walmart in Waukesha has brand 
new tennis shoes for $5.00 a pair. Monetary gifts are welcomed. Your donation will help us with mailing 
them. If you do not want to shop, Shari, Ben or Brittney will shop on your behalf. 
 
Jesus told his followers that there are a lot of things trying to hurt and destroy us, but from the very 
beginning. God intended us to live good and full lives-full of right relationships with God and with others. 
And that is why Jesus came: to restore the good life we are intended for-not a luxury we horde, but an 
abundance we share. 
 
I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full. (Matthew 10:10) 
 
Another great year!! by Shari Higgins 
 
 
 
 



Haley Kulakowski 
The theme this year for the mission trip was " the good life". My thoughts on what the good life 

before the mission trip was having tons of money and everything I want in my huge house when I get 
older. Although that would be nice the mission trip taught me that I have a very privileged life. What I did 
the whole week on the mission trip was be a camp counselor for kid’s kindergarten and up to senior year 
of high school. These kids do not have as much stuff as we do but they are the happiness kids I have ever 
met. They learn to make a game out of the little thing that everyone has and make it fun. I had the chance 
to really connect with one of the younger boys, his name is Jayden and everyday he would be waiting for 
me and excited to play with his airplane that they made. I think about who he is playing with every day 
and if he made a new friend with the other counselors that will come in every week. The good life is being 
thankful with what you have and use that to help others. Of course, the mission trip wouldn't be the same 
without Shari there to make me step out of my comfort zone every day. It was also very fun to have Uncle 
Ben join in on this trip and share memories with the both of them. 
 
 
Isaiah Weber 

This years mission trip was a lot of fun. We got to help a lot of kids from the community have a 
good summer and teach them about God. It was interesting to see how the kids warmed up to you once 
you started to talk to them more and see how they have to live. I realized that we take things for granted 
that these kids do not get on a regular basis. It showed me how blessed I am and to stop taking things for 
granted. 
 
 
Luke Legawiec 

This is Luke... I would like to say the mission trip this year was a week I'll never forget; I thought it 
was amazing how positive everyone was in the community, despite the challenges they faced. My favorite 
part was the cookout with all the kids coming to the gathering. Mission trips are truly one of the best 
ways to coming closer to your peers and to do God's work. - Luke 
 
 
Tara Kluss 

The theme of our mission trip was "The good life"; to me the good life means being close to God 
and being loved by family and friends.  Throughout the week my group was sent to work with an 
underprivileged children's camp.  I really enjoyed getting to know the kids and seeing life through their 
eyes and experiencing their day to day life. The woman who runs the camp is an amazing person; she just 
gives and gives and gives.  Those kids are so lucky to have her and all the opportunities she makes 
possible for them.  Even though they don't have much they are truly happy and are living the good life! 
 
Jake Kulakowski 

This year’s mission trip was different than the other two I have been on. This year I helped 
organize and clean different buildings around the city that help the community. My group went to an 
independent living building for seniors and visited with the residents and asked if they needed everything 
done like cleaning, etc. We also cleaned an administrative building for a battered women’s shelter. It was 
a fun time getting to know members of the community and spending time with friends. This mission trip 
taught me about just how much communities can do when we work together. 
 
 
 
 



Ben Kreger 
The "Good Life" to me is knowing that God has given me life and purpose every single day that I 

wake up. It is being grateful for all the things that are in my life. Going into this mission trip, I was very 
apprehensive as to how I would take to this new situation I was getting myself into. I just kept telling 
myself to have an open mind and no matter what, have fun! I never expected to walk away from this 
feeling the way I did.  
   I can't begin to tell you how genuinely impressed I am with the group that came on this mission trip. I 
expected the goofing off and obnoxious behavior, but I was completely blind-sided at what I saw over the 
following days. I saw kids turning into adults right before my very eyes. Leaders stepping up and taking 
charge in situations when no one asked them to or forced them to. These young adults blossomed into 
something so much more beautiful than I ever thought possible in 4 days.  
   This trip also had a huge impact on me personally. Recently I lost a very close and dear friend of mine. 
While worshiping that Tuesday on the mission trip, I started down the path of healing the wounds left by 
this devastating loss. I learned to truly appreciate everything that happens in my life, both good and bad. 
It finally had dawned on me that we as God's people should be grateful for the very chance to exist in His 
light. So, no matter what happens, it is God's will and blessing that I am able to experience the things I do.  
   I left this trip with a very heavy heart knowing that the week had come to an end and we would go to 
our respected homes possibly never seeing again the people with whom we had built such great 
memories with. I had opened my eyes to what we as God's people can really achieve. The memories and 
friendships we forged in St. Louis will stay with me for the rest of my life. I pray that we all are given the 
chance to do great things and we have the courage to accomplish our goals. We as a congregation should 
be so proud of the youth that have blossomed into young adults of this church. I know I see them with 
very different eyes after this experience. 
 
 
Hunter Bourdo 

My third mission trip to St. Louis I was exposed to the large concept of the “Good Life". This idea was 
something I had already been experiencing for a long time, just I never had the thought to tag it as the Good Life. 
Throughout my journey with God I have had my own ups and downs but through him I have always had what I 
needed. He has provided me with insight, friends, family, and has always surrounded me with love. I'm thankful 
that he has surrounded me with a group of youth and phenomenal youth leaders that allow me to go out and make 
a difference. During this trip, I was able to help people of all ages.  
 
 
Lizi Malicki 
Mission trips guide me to where my spiritual path will go.  They give me new perspectives on the life we live.  This 
trip to St. Louis taught me what the good life is.  I'm surrounded with friends and family who love me with a roof 
over my head and food on the table.  In St. Louis, I realized I already live the good life!  God has laid out everything I 
need and I just have to follow his path. The mission trips I'm offered from our great leaders, show me how to make 
the life I'm living what I truly want and in the process, get closer to God. -Lizi MalickiShari, if you need anything 
changed just let me know!! PS sorry I took so long but I know you still love me and I love you 
 
 
Josh Simonson 

The good life to me is if u have air in your lungs it is a good day because you have another day to have a 
good day. for me I went to the camp sun splash summer camp and some kids can in the same cloths for 2 or 3 days 
but they still had an ear to ear smile because they were having a good day and I just never looked less of them they 
were all sweet children. They were all so kind and friendly and they should be blessed with the good Life like we all 
do a good life any day you have another day ahead of you to keep living life to the full. Josh Simonson   


